Netanyahu admits Israelis detained 
In Cyprus are Mossad agents 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu officially acknowledged Wednesday for 
ibetirst time that two Israelis arrested in Cyprus this 
jnonth were Mossad agents, public television said. 
_Netanyahu told Cypnot ambassador Euripides Evriv- 
■iades. that the detained men had been acting in the 
jjatne of the Israeli intelligence agency. But he 
Pressed ® at the were not acting against Cyprus 
-behalf of Turkey, which occupied the eastern 
^fflteiranean country’s northern third in 1974 . The 
Revision provided no further details. At Larnaea. 
Cyprus;, district court judge remanded the two men 
identified as Udi Argov, 37. and Igal Daman', 49, in 
custody .for another five days Sunday on suspicion of 
spying .on the Cypriot military. 
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Sharon to visit next week 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Israeli Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Ariel Sharon is expected to visit Jordan next week 
heading a high-level economic delegation , an official 
source told the Jordan Times. Sharon, who will be 
accompanied by Israeli Minister of Trade and Indus- 
try Natan Sharansky and . some other economic and 
finance officials, are expected to discuss with their 
Jordanian counterparts several bilateral issues and 
means to strengthen economic relations between the 
rwo countries, the official said. The official, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, also said that trade 
and economic relations between Jordan and the Pales- 
tinian NationaJ Authority will be on the agenda. 
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Debts ‘to be swapped into development projects’ 






By Francesca Ciriaci 

AMMAN — Germany 
has decided to cancel ail 
of Jordan's debt under a 
lD2i. 3 million debt-swap, 
German State Minister for 
Foreign Affairs Ludger 
Volmar announced 

Wednesday. 

“The German govern- 
ment on Friday made a 
formal decision to cancel 
Jordan ’-s -DM30 million 
debt, to be swapped into 
development projects the 
details of which will be 
discussed between the two 
governments,’' Volmar 
said at a press conference 
with German President 
-Roman Herzog. 

- “This cancels all current 
liabilities, so there will be 
no debt any more," said 
Volmar. 

The decision was 
prompted by the fact that 
“die peace dividends we 
all had hoped for have not 
materialised,'’ he added. 

Jordan signed a peace 
treaty with Israel in 1 994, 
but recurrent impediments 
to the achievement of a 


comprehensive peace, and 
a 19-month deadlock on 
the Palestinian -Israeli 

track broken only last 
month, have frustrated 
most Jordanians. 

"The amount of debt 
swapped may be subject- 
ed to debt conversions for 
the benefit of environment 
protection, preservation, 
and poverty alleviation 
projects," according to a 
press statement issued by 
the German government. 

"Half the cancelled debt 
must be spent in local cur- 
rency on projects in these 
sectors,’’ the statement 
added. 

With the recent deci- 
sion, a total of DM169.5 
million in debt-swaps 
have been granted to Jor- 
dan. 

The Kingdom is the 
largest per capita recipient 
of German aid. Since the 
early 1960s, the state-run 
German Development 
Bank has committed $750 
million to Jordan, a third 
of which is involved in 
ongoing projects. 

Germany’s aid to Jordan 


has taken many forms 
over the years, including 
technical assistance, 
development pro- 

grammes, direct financial 
aid. soft loans — totalling 
DM300 million — and 
debt- swaps. 

The "unique ties of 
warm friendship" between 
the two countries were 
hailed by President Her- 
zog. 

“Jordan is of the utmost 
importance because of its 
crucial stabilising role in 
the region," Herzog told 
reporters, underlying His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
decisive intervention in 
the Palesdnian-Israeli 
negotiations which led to 
the signing of the Oct. 23 
Wye River memorandum. 

The German president 
said Jordan will also play 
a crucial role in ensuring 
the implementation of the 
deal, which entails a long 
overdue Israeli redeploy- 
ment from 13 per cent of 
the West Bank in 
exchange for Palestinian 
security guarantees. 

Herzog, whose country 


will assume the six-month 
rotating presidency of the 
EL< in January, reiterated 
that the Europeans do not 
intend to challenge the 
leading American military 
and political role in -the 
Middle East. 

"It would not make any 
sense to enter into compe- 
tition [with the U.S.].” he 
told reporters, adding that 
Europe intends to help 
regional development 
through economic assis- 
tance and educational and 
training programmes. 

Herzog arrived in 

Amman on Tuesday on 
the third leg of a Mideast 
tour which included Israel 
and the Palestinian self- 
rule areas. 

Jordanians gave the 

German president, his 

wife and their accompa- 
nying delegation, a warm 
welcome, with banners 
hailing their visit in differ- 
ent pans of the city. 

Herzog is scheduled to 
leave today after visits to 
the archaeological and 

tourist sites of Petra and 
Aqaba. 


Israel readies West Bank withdrawal 
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■^JTL AW (AFP) — Israel 
.!> foaBsedptepararims Wednes- 
- day for the first phase of West 

Tfi^wiihdnLWTds required by 
tie Wye River peace accord, 
but Prune Minister Benyamin 
Neimyahn was holding back a 
final green, light for the- pull- 
fucks until the Iasi minute. 

„ Israel is due by this weekend 
transfer to the Palestinians 
r ;'.;Jfull or partial control over 
zones situated near the already 
rnioDomoos towns of Jenin 
and NaMus in the north of the 
p Wtst Bank, military officials 
said. 

But Netanyahu has said the 
transfers win only be ordered if 
^ cabinet determines during a 
nwting scheduled for Thurs- 
4iy morning that the Palestinj- 






ans have met their obligations 
under the Wye River agree- 
ment 

At tins stage of implementa- 
tion of the accord, which is to 
come into effect over 12 weeks 
and in three stages, the Pales- 
tinians must notably issue a 
decree outlawing anti-Israeli 
incitement and adopt a frame- 
work law allowing the confis- 
cation of illegal weapons. 

Israel also wants poof that 
the Palestinians have arrested 
10 out of 30 men accused of 
anti-Israeli violence and who 
must be jailed over the 12- 
week period 

"If these conditions are met 
the array can redeploy on 
Thursday or Friday." said 
David Bar Ulan. Netanyahu's 


spokesman. 

Palestinian officials said all 
their commitments would be 
met by the end of the week as 
required under the Wye 
accord. 

“We hare no problem with 
fulfilling our commitments,” 
said Nabil Abu Rudeina. Pales- 
tinian National Authority' 
(PNA) President Yasser 
Arafat’s spokesman. 

Palestinian sources said the 
incitement and weapons con- 
fiscation decrees ted to be 
approved by Arafat's cabinet 
which meets on Friday. 

Israeli officials said the land 
transfer itself would take only a 
couple of hours and involve 
primarily a handshake and 
exchange of maps- between 


Lsraeli and Palestinian security 
officials. 

-The only change- on the 
ground wifi be the posting of 
sorrte 500 road signs showing 
the new borders of areas under 
partial or full Palestinian con- 
trol 

"The redeployment involves 
no logistical problems because 
the territories to be turned over 
are empty,” Bar Ulan said. 

Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon was expected to pre- 
sent foe maps showing which 
areas will be transferred in the 
first phase to Mahmoud 
Abbas, the top deputy' to 
Arafat at a meeting Wednes- 
day afternoon. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Weapons inspectors 
resume work in Iraq 
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Jt-BAGHDAD (AFP) — U.N. 
. --^1 vv rapons inspectors resumed 
‘^ibeir jjeld work Wednesday 
.following- renewed Iraqi 
iR MEances of full cooperation 
J’*e United States and 
Britain remained sceptical 
afent Baghdad’s sincerity. 

TCe United -States stepped 
its pressure on Iraq by 
|.?Panung.'foere would be no 
^“tttdjate softening of sanc- 
toos even -with full coopera- 
Jj® with foe UA T . Special 
Commission (USSCOM) for 
“^dfaannamenL 
. As the last six weapons 
returned to Bagh- 
:“d .- N from Bahrain. 
. r UNSCOm spokeswoman 
Cross said "the 
S “d ver- 

centre has resumed 
I 15 w <*k and some of our staff 
^going on inspections." 
r declined to give 

details cm Wednes- 
inspections and asked if 
wotikfbe surprise visits, 
said never know.” 
fi^ ^ inspectors resumed 
Wt Iraq reiterated its 
®tineni"to full coopera- 
'*"■ Ntm*‘ ^ wanted there were 
(EB*. £ bow many “provb- 
J l *~ sto mach. 

advisor Gener- 
. j^ AI Saadi on Tuesday 
would cooper- 
s'.' £ “ratnrally, there are 

j and further crises 

l ^ averted if foe 

- : '%pectors avoided 


% 


L newspaper. 


. tun 
Iraqi 


President Saddam Hussein, 
Uday, said the inspectors' 
indefinite presence in Iraq 
was a provocation in itself. 

"Until when will the 
inspectors, who are implicat- 
ed in spying and sabotage, 
continue to act ruthlessly in 
our country?” the daily 
asked. 

More than SO arms experts 
with UNSCOM. responsible 
for ensuring the destruction 
of Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction and long-range 
missiles, arrived in Baghdad 
on Tuesday and Wednesday 
after flying in from their rear 
base in Bahrain. . 

Their return follows their 
abrupt evacuation last week 
amid fears of U.S. and British 
air strikes to punish Baghdad 
for its refusal to cooperate 
with UNSCOM. 

But even as the inspectors 
resumed their work on foe 
strength of Iraq’s assurances, 
Britain and the United States 
remained sceptical. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook on Wednesday 
said: "Haven’t we been here 
before? This was not the first 
time that Saddam had taken 

us to the brink. It wiU certain- 
ly not be the last.’ 

‘"He believes that, u ne 
keeps marching us to the top 
of foe hill and down again, 
eventually we will grow 
weary and stop marching. 
Cook said, writing m The 
Daily Telegraph - 

(Continued on page 12) 


Turkey-ltaly row over 
Ocalan escalates 


ANKARA (R) — The row 
over the fare of a Kurdish 
guerrilla chief arrested in 
Rome intensified on Wednes- 
day, Italy dismissing a warn- 
ing by Turkey it world be an 
accomplice to mass murder 
unless it extradited him. 

Guerrilla leader Abdullah 
Ocalan. who has spearheaded 
a 14-year separatist guerrilla 
war in southeast Turkey, urged 
Italy not to bow to Turkish 
pressure but to grant him polit- 
ical asylum. He was arrested 
ar a Rome airport )asr week. 

Speaking to parliament in 
Ankara. Prime Minister 
Mesut YOmaz said Ocafan’s 
presence in Rome had put 
Italy's commitment to justice 
on trial and demanded extradi- 
tion. 

"If they do nor pass this test. 


not only will it remain as a 
stain on their record but they 
will also become accomplices 
to every murder ever commit- 
ted by the PKK (Kurdish 
Labour Party' )," he said. 

“No government of foe 
Turkish Republic would ever 
forget this." Yibnaz said to 
loud applause from political 
enemies and allies alike. 

In Rome. Prime Minister 
Massimo D'Alema rejected 
Yilmaz’s comments. “Italy 
does not justify' terrorism and 
does not intend in any way to 
be an accomplice. " he said. 

He added that putting the 
words "Italy” and “accom- 
plice to terrorism" in foe same 
breath was "an unacceptable 
linkage." 

(Continued on page X2) 



A woman serves German President Roman Herzog Arabian coffee as HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, looks 
on. Prince Hassan and Herzog on Wednesday inaugurated a JD45 million wastewater treatment plant at Wadi Al 
Arab, in the northern govemorate of Irbid (photo by Boghos). 

Prince Hassan, Herzog inaugurate 
JD45m wastewater treatment plant 


By Francesca Ciriad 

.AMMAN — HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, and 
German President Roman Her- 
zog on Wednesday inaugurated 
a JD45 million wastewater 
treatment plant ar Wadi Al 
Arab, in foe northern gover- 
noraie of Irbid. 

The plant, which includes a 
sewage collection and treat- 
ment system, will protect drink- 
ing water wells in foe greater 
Irbid area, home to around 
360.000 people. 

It was designed to help allevi- 
ate foe country's chronic water 
deficit, with treated water chan- 
nelled into foe Jordan Valley 
and reused for irrigation pur- 
poses. 

Speaking at foe inauguration 
ceremony. Prince Has.>a n 

described foe project. 74 per 
cent of which was financed by 
foe German government, as "a 
contribution to (vace-making.” 

The Crown Prince hailed the 
long-standing ties of coopera- 
tion between the two countries 
and foe role played by foe state- 
run German Development 
Bank in foe development of foe 
Kingdom, especially through 
projects in the Jordan Rift Val- 


ley and the southern region of 
Aqaba., 

Prince Hassan also stressed 
that management of natural and 
human resources is one of foe 
keys to development and reiter- 
ated Jordan's call for a regional 
water policy'. 

Herzog said water, which his- 
torically has been at the core of 
regional crises, could become, 
through cooperation, a factor of 
stability in foe Middle Ease 

In his remarks at foe inaugu- 
ration ceremony. Water Minis- 
ter Hani Mtillti expressed Jor- 
dan’s appreciation tor foe "gen- 
erous contributions that the 
Federal Republic of Germany 
has made over foe years to Jor- 
dan." 

The Wadi Al Arab waste- 
water project, commissioned 
by the Water Authority, began 
in 1992, with the conclusion of 
a feasibility study. Construction 
of foe treatment plant was car- 
ried out from 1 996-1 99S. while 
work on the trunk sewers and 
foe network, started in 19%, is 
still ongoing. 

"While access to safe drink- 
ing water has been impressive, 
reaching over 98 per cent of the 
population in 1998, foe issue of 
securing a reliable supply of 


water, adequate in quantity and 
appropriate in quality; is still 
one of foe challenges facing 
Jordan today,” MuDti said. 

The Kingdom is only now 
recovering from a water conta- 
mination crisis which dried up 
domestic taps in western 
Amman for two months fois 
summer. 

Jordan's water deficit, cur- 
rently at 220 million cubic 
metres per year (MCM/Y), will 
reach an estimated '250 
MCM/Y by 2010. 

“One possible way to bridge 
this gap is through foe proper 
utilisation of non-conventional 
water resources, brackish and 
saline waters, as well as the 
reduction of unaccounted 
waters in major urban areas," 
MuDci said. 

Later; ar a reception busted by 
the German president and his 
wife in honour of the Crown 
Prince and HRH Princess Sar- 
vath. Prince Hassan expressed 
pride in the “close ties of coop- 
eration and warm friendship 
that have steadily grown over 
foe past 40 years" between Jor- 
dan and Germany. 

Prince Hassan noted that Jor- 
danian-German relations are 
based on shared values and 


common objectives. 

Stressing the importance of 
in tercul rural dialogue as a 
means to achieve "a reconcilia- 
tion of civilisations." Prince 
Hassan called for foe establish- 
ment of regional and global 
ethics. 

Recalling foe “crucial support 
provided by Germany during 
the critical period of the Gulf 
War in 1991." the Crown 
Prince expressed Ionian’s relief 
that conflict was averted during 
the latest Iraqi crisis. 

President Herzog praised Jor- 
dan's many achievements, and 
said his country is determined 
to boost cooperation even fur- 
ther. especially to enhance foe 
role of civic society' institutions, 
develop foe water sector, and 
strengthen economic ties. 

ftesidenr Herzog, his wife 
and their accompany ing dele- 
gation were schedulkl to con- 
clude their three-day visit to foe 
Kingdom on Thursday. 

Kirs. Herzog on Wednesday 
toured facilities at foe Baqa'a 
refugee camp and visited sever- 
al local NGOs. Also on 
Wednesday, Heizog received 
an honorary doctorate from foe 
Jordan University for Science 
and Technology in Irbid. 


Parliament meets Sunday in ‘formality 
session’ to discuss King’s absence 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Parliament will meet briefly on Sun- 
day for a “formality session" to discuss His Majesty King 
Hussein’s absence from the country for over four months 
in line with the Constitution, officials said on Wednesday. 

The session, first set for Thursday, was postponed until 
Sunday to. allow Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh to 
attend. Tarawneh feft for the United States earlier this 
week to meet King Hussein, set to start the sixth and last 
round of chemotherapy. He has been at the Mayo Clinic 
in Minnesota since July 1 4th undergoing medical treat- 
ment for lymphatic cancer. 

Article 28 of the Constitution stipulates that “if the King 
is away from the country for more than four months and 
Parliament is in recess, it should be summoned for a ses- 


sion to examine the situation." 

Deputies said the meeting will only be a formality since 
the reason behind foe King's absence is known. 

During the session, which will be chaired by Senate 1 
Speaker Zeid Rifa'i, Taraw neh is expected to address the 
assembly outlining the reason for the King's absence and 
updating members of foe Upper and Lower Houses on foe 
Monarch's health. 

King Hussein told citizens on Friday that his cancer 
treatment has been successful. Officials expect him to 
return home in foe last 10 days of December. 

The session, expected to last for a few' hours, marks foe 
first rime three extraordinary sessions are held consecu- 
tively. 


Sri Lankan embassy to sue Jordanian employer after maid hospitalised 


By Rana Hussemi 
and Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — The embassy of Sri 
Lanka yesterday said it will press 
charges against a Jordanian employ- 
er of a domestic worker admitted 
Tuesday to Al Bashir Hospital after 
she apparently suffered prolonged 
abuse and severe malnutrition, 
embassy officials said yesterday. 

Subramaniam Kanagarani, 21, 
was admitted to the hospital after 
her employer dumped her on her 
“agent’s'' lawn after complaining to 
the agent that the woman "wa* ‘■ick’’ 
and inking the agent in seek medical 


attention for foe woman, said 
embassy officials who contacted foe 
Jordan Times yesterday. 

‘The agent contacted foe embassy 
immediately and we picked her up 
from the agent’s home, where we 
found her in a state of absolute 
shock." said one official. 

The official said that the woman 
has either been unable or unwilling 
to speak since she was recovered 
from the agent’s home, and there- 
fore. both the embassy and hospital 
doctors have had difficulty identify- 
ing foe cause of numerous abrasions 
on most of i he woman s body, 
including her face. Tlte\ also do not 


know the last time foe woman was 
allowed food, nor can they accurate- 
ly account for unusual swelling of 
the woman's hands and feel 

Doctors ar Al Bashir, citing doc- 
tor-patient confidentiality, said they 
were not at liberty to discuss the 
woman's health, however, the 
embassy officials said that doctors 
had indicated to them that foe 
woman had suffered severe neglect 
and malnutrition. 

At foe hospital, embassy officials 
attempted to interview the woman 
in die presence of the Jordan Times, 
but she seemed unable to recognise 
her native tongue. The skin around 


both eyes was blackened and foe 
whites of foe eyes bloody, and 
appeared substantially underweight. 

The official said the embassy had 
"blacklisted” the family of foe 
employer for nearly a year, meaning 
that it would not allow a Sri Lankan 
coming to Jordan through official 
channels to work for that particular 
family. 

“The embassy has had many com- 
plaints against fois particular family 
from Sri Lankan domestic helpers, 
and there are now five cases raised 
against them by foe immigration 
department for failing to pay work- 
ers their salaries, for failing to pay 


for their work permits and over- 
stays. and are known to have aban- 
doned ’sick’ women at their agents 
offices,” one official said. 

"We believe that they use an 
[alias] to continue getting domestic 
help from Sri Lanka.” 

During an interview with foe Jor- 
dan Times last month, Sri Lankan 
Ambassador Rajalingam said that 
foe embassy — established in 
response to Sri Lankan charges that 
Jordanian officials manning foe Sri 
Lankan consulate were trafficking 
Sri Lankan babies in a case known 

(Continued on page 12) 





British PM says opposition to 
Saddam Hussein is growing 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, in an interview pub- 
lished Wednesday by The 
New York Times, said there 
was growing opposition in 
Iraq "to President Saddam 
Hussein. 

"I don’t want to go into 
the detail of that too 
much...” Blair said. '‘But 
there is a build-up of con- 
cern within Iraq over the 
incredible damage (Saddam 
Hussein | is doing to his own 
country.” 

“Now he may try to 
explain what has happened 
over the weekend... as a ' 
wonderful victory, but our 
assessment is that the claims 
against him are only 
increasing." 

Blair said he fully sup- 
ported U.S. President Bill 
Clinton’s decision Saturday 
to call off the planned air 
strikes against Iraq and 
rejected the view that the 
episode had boosted Sad-, 
dam’s position enormously. 

“What the weekend 
proved is that the thesis is 
complete nonsense,” he 
said. “This is a dictator who, 
when he saw we really were 
prepared to take action, 
completely crumpled.” 

“Now no one can serious- 
ly think in terms of the 
stream of clarifications — 
written and oral — that [the 
Iraqis] were giving that they 
were anything other than 
pretty desperate not to be 
attacked." He said the inci- 
dent over the weekend pro- 


vided a valuable lesson for 
the future: That the United 
States and Britain were 
determined to carry out an 
anack against Iraq. 

“There were people, even 
on our own side, who were 
asking. 'Do you really 
intend to carry this thing 
through?’” Blair said. 
"Well, I don’t think there 
can be any doubt about that 
anymore." 

Blair dismissed analyses 
that placed the United States 
and Britain in the same 
position as after the last 
confrontation with Iraq ear- 
lier this year. 

“In February when the 
memorandum of under- 
standing [between Iraq and 
the United Nations] was 
entered into, there had been 
a build-up over a period of 
months,” he said. "This time 
there was really only two 
weeks between Oct. 30 and 
the decision to use force.” 

“Next time there won’t be 
any negotiation at all — 
there will just be action.” 
Blair warned. 

The British premier was 
sceptical of charges that 
France might have tipped 
Saddam of to the timing of 
the attacks. “The thought is 
there on paper, so obviously 
I have read it,” he said. “I 
simply don’t know if that is 
the case, and I hope it’s not 
the case. I mean 1 can't 
believe that any country 
dose to us would do such a 
thing.” 


LONDON fR) — Britain is to convene a meeting of around 
15 Iraqi opposition groups next Monday to urge them to set- 
tle their differences and work together to restore democracy 
to their country, a senior official said on Wednesday. 

But he said that for the time being there would be no ques- 
tion of Britain banding over Targe sums of money or any 
weapons to the groups opposed to Iraqi leader Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

Prime Minister Tony Blair said on Monday that Britain 
would work together with the United States to strengthen the 
deeply divided exiled Iraqi opposition groups and improve 
the chances of removing Saddam altogether. 

The British official said the meeting between the groups 
and junior forefgn minister Derek Fatchett had originally 
been set for Dec. 1 but was brought forward after the latest 
crisis with Baghdad over United Nations weapons inspectors.. 

“This meeting isn’t intended to press the groups to choose 
a leader. We will encourage them to form a common vision 
of a future democratic Iraq” the official told reporters. 

“There is not at this stage any question of supplying large 
amounts of money or any weapons. It’s a question of politi- 
cal support," he added. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton last month signed the Iraq lib- 
eration Act which permits Washington to spend almost $100 
million on military aid for Hussein's democratic foes. 

The groups which have been invited' to attend include the 
mainstream Iraqi National Accord and the Iraqi National 
Congress as well as a host of smaller groups. 

"The fact that representatives of 15 opposition groups have 
been invited to the meeting shows bow fragmented they are,” 
the official conceded. 

Tt obviously isn’t going to be an instantaneous process to 
get rather a large group of diverse individuals to suddenly 
form a united front But it’s still a process worth trying and 
we'll see how far we get” the official said. 

“Let’s see if the recent events in Iraq can encourage them to 
work together more," he added, saying Britain's primary 
objective was still to ensure Saddam complied with U.N. 
Security Council resolutions on scrapping weapons of moss 
destruction. 
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TURKISH NATIONALISTS PROTEST AGAINST ITALY: Several women belonging to the Turkish Nationalist ’JSSaot aJeq 1 — : - 
Party (CHP), also known as the ‘Grey Wolves,’ Wednesday shout anti-Italia u and anti-PKK slogans in frontal "Ticre* 

the Italian Consulate in downtown Istanbul. There have been demonstrations three days in a row at the.ftafian ot 

Consulate, although so far there has been no violence against Italians or Italian property in Tbrkey, since (be medical fe’f :r 
arrest of PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan in Italy last week (AFP photo) fortr ruM 1 ” 


Israel, Lebanon in 
dispute over shrine 


Bail denied for teenager in Israel 
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‘Sudan rebels join Ugandans in Congo war 3 


KINSHASA fR) — Sudan's 
ambassador in Kinshasa said 
on Tuesday Sudanese rebels 
had joined in the spreading 
Congolese war. fighting 
alongside Ugandans who with 
Rwandans are backing forces 
opposed to Congo’s President 
Laurent Kabila. 

Ambassador A1 Sadiq 
Osman told Democratic 
Republic of the Congo state 
radio that guerrillas of the 
Sudan People’s Liberation 
.Army (SPLA) helped Ugan- 
dan troops and Congolese 
rebels seize the towns of Isiro 


and Buta, close to the Sudan 
border. 

“It is not a secret that it is 
thanks to the support of the 
Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army that the Ugandan 
invaders penetrated to Isiro 
and Buta,” he said. 

Isiro fell to the rebels in Sep- 
tember. and Buta. which is 
north of the rebel-held city of 
Kisangani, a little later. 

Rwanda, Uganda and the 
Congolese rebels have 
accused Sudan of sending 
government forces to prop up 
Kabila, who is backed bv 


troops from Angola. Chad, 
Namibia and Zimbabwe. 

Both Sudan and the Democ- 
ratic Republic of the Congo 
— former Zaire — haw 
denied this, although military 
and aviation sources have 
given corroborating accounts 
of Sudanese involvement. ' 

Sudan and Uganda traded 
accusations that each was 
backing the others rebel ene- 
mies and cut off diplomatic 
ties in 1995. 

Uganda has justified its 
involvement in the Congolese 
war by saving it is fighting 


Ugandan rebels based in 
Congo. 

After months of denying 
involvement at all, Rwanda 
also said last week its troops 
were fighting in Congo to foil 
attempts by .exiled groups of 
its Hutu majority from staging 
anrtetTartacks front Congo." '' 

Osman said Sudan was giv- 
ing Kabila diplomatic support. 
He said the Sudanese whom 
Uganda claimed to have cap- 
tured in fighting were 
Sudanese traders seized by the 
Ugandan and SPLA troops in 
Buta and Isiro. 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Israeli 
claims that a disputed mau- 
soleum in southern Lebanon 
is the burial site of one of the 
12 sons of the biblical prophet 
Jacob has ignited a controver- 
sy with Lebanese authorities. 

“Israeli allegations are utter 
lies and this is not an innocent 
action," said Sheikh Moham- 
mad Salim Jalal A1 Din, the 
Sunni Muslim mufti of south- 
ern Lebanon. 

“We have documents prov- 
ing that the shrine belongs to 
the Waqf* or Lebanon's reli- 
gious endowment- authority.- 
he said, quoted in Beirut 
newspapers. . . 

Offi&ak "Britisfi 

embassy here confirmed press 
reports that Israel asked 
Britain's Foreign Office to 
investigate the site, which 
Israelis claim is the burial site 
of Zevulon. one of the 12 sons 
of Jacob and his wife Leah. 

But the Waqf said the shrine 


Ls the grave of a Muslim cler- 
ic Saidun Ben Yacoub and that 
they have deeds dating back to 
the Ottoman Empire to prove 
its ownership of the domed, 
one-room mausoleum in die 
ancient port city of Sidon in 
southern Lebanon. 

The shrine bears no con- 
struction date but is etched 
with inscriptions in Hebrew, as 
well as verses from the Koran. 

T. have called in the past and 
l renew my call now for the 
Lebanese government to con- 
fiscate the property of 
Lebanese Jews who bold. 
Israeli citizenship.’’ Jalal AI 
Din said. 

“Israel has confiscated die* 
property of the Lebanese in 
occupied Palestine and we 
should treat them likewise.” 
he added. 

The domed site was reno- 
vated after suffering damage 
during Israel’s 1982 invasion 
of Lebanon. 


BEITEL(AP) — A military court judge on Wednesday '.reject- 

ed a defence request for bail for an Amencan-bom teenager t ^ lKa j ike •: • oners. 

held for three months on charges of membership in the rJ g ~ 

Islamist group Hamas. Ll Col. Yoram Chaniel also ordered a — ’ 

delay in the trial of 18-year-old Hasfaem Mufleh afterprispa IK] 

officials failed to deliver him to the court from ajail inlte |il ■■ ■ * v a a ’ v 

Israeli town of Ashkelon. Mufleh’s trial is now scheduled to 

begin Dec. 9. A charge sheet issued lay the nriiifaiy court coo- fl/ljftffiO | 

tains seven charges against Mufleh. including membership®! {jUll/fi 50 2 ■ 

Hamas, throwing an object in the direction of moving vehicles. “ 

distributing Hamas leaflets and participating in a demonste- U| AM A f* 

non commemorating Hamas bomb-maker Mohieddm Shant |Q|\J 1 1 §*7 U I 
who was kflled in a murky circumstances earlier this year. ; 

Five Algerian soldiers killed in attack 1 MT-Tht U-reu 
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ALGIERS (AFP) — Five Algerian soldiers were kilJed in an R , 
attack on their convoy by suspected Islamists south of Afews, K”^ M “. J 
it was reported Wednesday. The attack Tuesday has prompted Aj®* ^ 
fears among the security services that Islamist, activists, figfrr- * 
ing to overthrow the government have reorganised ffiemsefesf j~ 3* 1 n ,s 
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sc campugn. 10 "c . 

1 i r- 

d Hishne^ FV . 

aUNFBT 

Will C'>iT.!'i.;: l . w 

!fr50tfi armner-^r; • 
*«ofdttlrjn»r^j 
-aotHunui Rich'- 
Jnniversan- ,v 


Honours for Jewish money campaigners endanger Netanyahu visit: Swiss 


TEHRAN (R) — Hardliners disrupted a student gathering and ^ ^ '“■ 1 ; ‘ _ % 

prevented a speech by a prominent leftist cleric in the city of L^- ^ ^ ’ ’ ■ ' ' 

Mashad, 1,000 kilometres northeast of Tehran, Iranian “^tbjot'Hunu r -hr 
papers reported on Wednesday. On Tuesday about 30 intnidJ^ ‘ 

ers attacked die Fendowsi hotel in Mashad, where a gathering ^ ( ; p .. J * 
of university students was expected to be opened by Ali Aklw j tv ^.^' n "?■ 

Mohtashami, a member of the League of Militant Clerics 1 i ’Viomen't Rj. : " ' ~ 
which backs moderate President Mohammad Khatami (be - - nL ' ■"’* 

daily newspaper Jahan-i-Eslam said. I iBat^oU 1 


^3 


BERN f.AFP) — The Swiss gov- 
ernment said Wednesday that 
Israel’s decision to honour the 
architects of an accord forcing 
Swiss hanks to repay money to 
Holocaust survivors had "cast a 
shadow” over the upcoming visit of 
Israeli Prime Minister Benvamin 
Netanyahu. 

Swiss government spokesman 
Achilla Casanova said the Swiss 


government would tell Netanyahu 
during the planned Nov. 25 visit of 
“the irritation of the Swiss people” 
over the awards. 

In a ceremony in the Israeli par- 
liament on Tuesday. Netanyahu 
honoured the president of the World 
Jewish Council (WJC). Edgar 
Bronfman. Jewish Agency tlA» 
President Avraham Burg and New 
York cirv treasurer Alan Hevesi. 


Farmer U.S. Senator Alfonse 
d’. Amato was also honoured but 
could not attend the ceremony for 
health reasons. 

In an attempt to smooth the way 
for his visit to Switzerland, the 
Israeli prime minister on Tuesday 
sent a letter to Swiss President 
Flavio Cotti. in which he said the 
honours "highlighted the good rela- 
tions between our two countries 


and Switzerland's remarkable 
capacity to face up to iLs past.” 

The Swiss government has been 
attacked for refusing entry to thou- 
sands of refugees fleeing Nazi per- 
secution while Swiss banks have 
been accused of handling stolen 
Nazi gold and failing to help Holo- 
caust survivors or their heirs recov- 
er money in dormant accounts dal- 
inc back to the war. 


Switzerland’s major companies 
have also been accused of close 
cooperation with the Nazi regime 
during World War II. 

The Jewish siatc has never direct- 
ly pointed its finger at Bern for iLs 
past behaviour. However, the 
Israeli-based JA has taken the Swiss 
banks to task over their delay in 
tracking down the heirs of Holo- 
caust victims. 


Bashir says US. attack helped Sudan 

KHARTOUM (API — The U.S. missile attack on a Sudanese j 
pharmaceutical factory three months ago has backfired at j 
America and brought blessings to the Sudanese government, 
President Omar Bashir said Wednesday. “Despite the material | 
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: JORDAN TELEVISION 
TO. 47731 11-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
Thursday Programnies 

' 15:1P Cartoon — Supaman 

i 15:30 Drarrui — Adventures of 
HueUc Bony Finn 
10:00 [Vo. — Life on the Digital Edge 

' French Rn^gramnK 

IS: 15 -Sliders — Sparks 

. 1^:00 Le Journal 

1^:15 Science Magazine — 

L'ntfut De Colon lb 

10:30 .Nc\ss Headlines 

. 19:35 ..Comed> — Familx Matters 
. 2t):0tt r\xr. - Museums of the World 
j - 0:30 Drama — Dr. Quinn the 
1 Medicine Woman 

1 21:10 Oprah \Vlnfrc>' 

22:110 News in English 

j 22:30 ...Feature film — “The 0^1" 

. 23:59 Conwdv — Dudle\ 

j 00:30 End of T.X. 

• Friday Programme. 

•15:10 White Fang 

15:30 -..Treasure Hunt 

• lt»HW - Preneh film 

: I“:I5 The Simpsons 

; 19:00 Le Journal 

• 19:15 ..French Programme — 
Alio La Terre 

I9i?t) News Headlines 

. 19:35 -.Comedy — The Fresh 
: Prince of Bel- Air 

20:00 .Cinema. Cinema 

20:30 Babylon-5 

.21:10 Far CauThinMice 

22:00 News in English 

22 JO .The X Files 

23:10 -..The Halifax 

23:50 End of TJC. 


PR.A'TER TIMES 

04:42 Fajr 

00:03 (Sunrise) Duha 

1L21 Dhuhr 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


14:14 -Asr 

16:39 Maehreb 

17:59 yisha 

CHURCHES 

Sl Mary oT Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh. Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel .4624590 

Terra Sanda Church Tel. 4622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

Sl Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 477)751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 56SS404 

The Evai^elkal Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 5811 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 566 1 757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TcL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
Gch Tel. 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

BulUwt supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Metenmlogy 
On Thursday, temperature* are 
expected to dip becoming 
slightly below average and 
winds westerly moderate to 
active. Skies will be partly 
cloudy with a chance of scat- 
tered showers particulars' in 
the northern parts of the King- 
dom. On Friday, u will be fine 
and sunny during the day 
becoming relatively cool at 
nighL In Aqaba, it will be part- 
ly cloudy, winds northerly 
moderate, and .seas calm. 

Amman 10/21 

Aqaba 46/27 

Deserts 08/23 

Jordan Valley 15/26 

Yesterdays high lemperaturcs: 
Amman 23. Aqaba 26 
Humidity readings: Amman 
2-S per ccnL Aqaba 45 per 

cent. 

Following arc the tempera- 
tures expected today in the fol- 
low ing areas: 

Ajloun 07/14 

Jerash I Z/20 

UmQays 09/19 

Madaba 07/19 

Petra 06/20 

Dead Sea 15/27 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

De Abbas AI Hakim ...4885446 


Dr. Arafat AI Ashhab. 5602507 

De Ayiram Al Muhtaseb 4875748 
Dr. Jamal Jbarah.. 534735 1 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 56/) 1912 

Al Salam Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ...5537004 
Rukn Al Dawa Pharmacy 5536 16) 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Shari’ l02i7 100588 
Fou'ad Pharmacy .102)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Nlazen Saffarini... (1)9)98583 2 
Palestine Pbarmacy..(09)983562 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre:....46371 1 1 
CrvO DcfcnecDqHnmcnt 56611 11 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue.... .4630341 

Civil Defence Emogcncj- 199 

RtscuePbBce 1914621 1 1 1.4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police 5343402 

Traffic olice. _.48%390 

Public Security DepL.... 4630321 

Hotel Complaints >.5605800 

Price ComplainLs 5661 176 

48W67 

Ammon Municipality Com- 
plaints 4787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 
— .4623101 


Water Authority .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority .5815615 

Electric Power Cu .4636381 

RJ Right Information 44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport ...44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart am.1 Spe- 
cial Surgery .5921199 

The Islamic, Ahdli 5666131/7 

Husrein Medical Ccnuu..3856S56 

Luzmila .4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. 4644231/6 

Akilch Maternity. .4642441/2 

Jabui Amman Matcmily....4642362 
Malhas. J. Amman. '....4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisiini 2>60707 1 

Shmrisani Hospital .5607431 

Jordan Hospital J607550 

UniveiMly Hospital 5353444 

Al-Milasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli. Alxlali 5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 4777 101/3 
Al-Bashir. -4775111/26 

Army. Marka 4891b] 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospiial.. 1M 5 157100 

Amal Hospital 5607 155 

A] Amal Cnnccr Centre .25353000 

ZARQA: 

Zanqa On Hospital JIB WS3J23 

Zanp National Hospital ..(04)9(7)560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986731 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Prince* Basma Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Cahrtic Hnsptal 102)272275 
Ibn AI Nafces Hospital 


Abdali Tel. Repaid J661 101 (02)7101372, (.02)7103101 

Jordan Television 4773111 Rosary Suaen* Hospital 

Radio Jordan 477411 1 402)7102831. (02)710201 1 


Speciality Hospital (02)7103100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 013)2014 1 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This infttrmariim is supplied hv 
Rinnl Jordanian (RJ) information 
tkpartman at die Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
1 44i5J20H-5, where it should 
always he verified. Information on 
other flights Ctui he supplied on 
phone 44 (S27ttt)i. fnfnnmiiian on 
Royal Whips fliplits am he sup- 
plier I on plume 4M7520I-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

fl&OO Sanaa (RJ) 

08:25 Bombay f RJ 1 

08:50 Dhahran. Rivadh (RJ) 

09:30. New Delhi (RJ) 

10H15 — Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

10:15 Doita. Bahrain (RJ) 

10L35 Colombo (RJ) 

12:40 Beirut (RJ) 

15:00 New York. AmslerdanuRT) 

16^5 London (RJ) 

JSKJ5 KuwaiL (RJ) 

19:00 Abu Dliahi. Al ‘Ain (RJ ) 
19:05 Bangkok. Calcutta fRJj 

19:20 - Athens (RJ) 

22:50 Lamaca(RJ) 

Other FUghts 

15:15 Riyadh iSVj 

14:05 Rome (AZ) 

14:10 ShariqahfAH) 


and human losses caused by the American strike-., as wdlas j Wcanjpaian an v " l'‘ e 
the receding of relations between Sudan and America, il j jicfc ^ r ~'‘ 

the Sudan that has actually won. politically and drplomaiicrf- 1 -5 of ' ' ,r ^ ’°_ ,e 

ly.” Bashir said in a speech ro pariiamenL ‘ >' »omen am '"l nce ‘V* 

' j ^ejected. 

: — Moience. 

r - i 12:10 J’iiris (W) ' ; S«!l- 

\| DA R 12:15 London iW)' 

■ " 13:40 ..-Amsterdam. Chicagn^;;^ ? VHil ‘ 

4:45 DohafQRt 14 *» Pu^ 

5:55 Dubai (EK) 19:35 • LarnaCa J! } ^ 

7:25 Muscat Dubai (GF) 20:10 Cftiio (W) ^ * mirth \V.. r w 

i:40 -.Beirut (ME) 20J0 Jeddab(Rfi 

W15 Pans (AF) 00:10 Ku^Unriput.yaW(W. f « '-’I 

)^5 .Tc! Aviv (LY) . 


‘A Li: 


14:45 .Doha (QR> 

15:55 -..Dubai (EK) 

17:25 Muscat Dubai (GF) 

18:40 — —Beirut (ME) 

1W)S Paris (AF) 

20:25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:40 Cairo (MS) 

23:10 Istanbul (TKj 

00:25 Moscow (SUl 

01:15 AmsterdamOvL] 

04:10 London fBA) 

Rqj-al Wings <RW) Flights 
For Thursday 

09J0 Aqaba (anivinc at QAIA) 
(RW) 

10:10_.Aqaba (arriving ai Marka 
Airport) CRW) 

MeOO-Aquba tarriving at Marka 
Aiipvvt) (RW) 

22:50 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airpon.HRWj 

00:15 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA) (RW) 

For Friday 

09J0 Aqaba (arriving al QAIA) 
(RW) 

10:10.Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

I6:00.j\qaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

J&45 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA) (RW) 

22:50 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airpon) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

Beirut (RJ) 

10:35 Abu Dhabi. Al 'Ain (RJ.) 
1 1:25 -....Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 
IL’OS Kuwait (RJ) 


Other Flights . . ik, 1 ".r ,w 

06J5 .Damascus, London (BA' t j^l and P 
07:10 Frankfbrt(LH) s 

i4ms 

15:00 -.Annabah, Algiers (An. n, ^ banner;. 

15^0 JtomelAZ' 'hii a ^i:u^ 

15:35 ~.J3oha(QRi, -;■**, l: v hi 

17:00 .Damascus, Dubai (00: ^ 

18^5 Abu Dhabi, Muscat (GF 1 all ^ 

2(k00 -Beirut (MB ^ h ^« n - 

21: 10 Tel Aw 03 1-. .-.- t . 1 j n \[± «- 

21'*40 — OumfMSJi ’• 

01^55 :... Moscow (SU), " 

02:15 Amsterdam (KLI, 

04:45 Alexandria (BA' , * r. 


Royal Wings (RW) Figb* 

For Thursday 

07:00 Aqaba (from Maria Air- 
port) (RW) 


v friur- 
sl; f ^ n *4s 


08 JO.. Aqaba (from Maria Air- : ^ • guv^,. . 

■ . _ . •'(nv • IS 


pon)(RWi 

20 -J 0 -Aqpha(fiomQyAH^° ; 
22=00 Tel Aw [ftem CJAlA’i 

(RW) ; 

For Friday 

07:00 Aqaba (fowl MarkJ 1 
port) (RW) 




W n :* s 


port) (RW) ^ r 

0&30-Aqaba (ftwn Marica A»- _ ^ ^ ai J J 1 Cer. 


port)(RW) i 

16-J0 Tel Aviv (from Maria 

portXKW) i 

20 JO „Aqaba (from QAlAl l™ . 


fir' 
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Israel expected to 
approve medical exams 
for prisoners today 


By Caroline Far^j 

AMMAN — Jordan is expect- 
ing to receive Israeli approval 
today to send a physician to 
examine Jordanian prisoners 
in Israeli jails, Jordan’s ambas- 
sador to Tel Aviv, Omar Rifai, 
said Wednesday. 

“Once we get the official 
approval we 'll" arrange for the 
doctor to visit all Jordanian 
prisoners next week,” Rifai 
told the Jordan Tunes in a tele- 
phone interview. 

The issue of examining the 
Jordanian prisoners’ health 
was raised after a visit on Oct 
20 by family members of 12 
Jordanian prisoners held in 
Israel The visit was the first to 
be approved by the Israeli gov- 
ernment under the 1994 Jor- 
danian-Israeli peace treaty. 

“As in any prison, the med- 
ical attention is not adequate.” 
the ambassador said ‘There- 
fore; we thought of offering 
them general medical help in 
order to determine their health 
status, and if any of them need 
special care, we’ll offer it 
immediately,’' he added 

The families of 14 Jordanian 
prisoners held in Israel issued 
a statement after the visit say- 
ing that the prisoners were suf- 
fering from serious health 
problems and raged the gov- 


ernment to do its utmost to 
secure their release. 

In the statement the families 
said; “All the prisoners suffer 
from deteriorating psychologi- 
cal and health conditions as a 
result of their prolonged and 
unjustified detention and poor 
living conditions.'' 

Rifai pointed out that the 
embassy is putting the prison- 
era issue on the top of its agen- 
da and is arranging visits to 
them every week. 

“Our aim is to secure the 
release of all Jordanian prison- 
ers in Israel" the ambassador 
said “But until this is 
achieved we are in direct con- 
tact with all die prisoners." 

Rifai said a Jordanian diplo- 
mat visits die prisoners once a 
week to become acquainted 
with their needs and then 
reports to the embassy. 

After the trip by the families 
of the 12 prisoners, the 
embassy in Tel Aviv 
announced that there was a 
possibility of arranging anoth- 
er visit soon. 

“We are trying to arrange 
another visit during the Holy 
Month of Ramadan." the 
ambassador said 

■'We are using every possible 
effort and pressure in order to 
win the release of all our pris- 
oners. and we hope that die 


effort will lead to positive 
results.” Rifai said 

The Jordanian prisoners had 
been held in two jails in Shaia 
and Nafha before their recent 
transfer to the Ashkelon prison 
in southern Israel upon a 
request by the Jordanian 
authorities. 

During the past four years. 
Israel freed more than 20 Jor- 
danian prisoners involved in 
less serious offences, such as 
infiltrating into Israel or affilia- 
tion to banned militant groups. 

Israel says (he re maining 14 
prisoners are convicted of seri- 
ous offences, such as fatal 
attacks on Israelis. The Jewish 
state insists that they spend 
their prison terms in its territo- 
ry, while Jordan is seeking 
their handover to Jordanian 
custody. 

Israel freed most Jordanian 
prisoners in its jails more than 
one year ago in exchange for 
two Mossad agents who 
attempted to assassinatt* 
Khaled Misha' al a leading 
member of the Islamic Resis- 
tance Movement Hamas. 

In addition to die 14 Jordani- 
ans imprisoned on security 
charges, there are six more 
Jordanians held in Israel for 
criminal offences, sources 
said. 


U.N. women’s fund launches 
regional campaign against 
violence on Nov. 22 
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‘A Life Free of Violence: It is Our Right' logo 


AMMAN (J.T.) —The United 
Nations Development Fund for 
Women (UNIFEM) Western 
Asia Regional Office will 
launch a regional campaign for 
the elimination of violence 
against women on Nov. 22 

The campaign, to be held 
under the patronage of Her 
Royal Hi ghnes s ~ Princess 
Bosnia. UNIFEM’s goodwill 
ambassador, will commemo- 
rate the 50th anniversary of the 
adoption of the Universal Dec- 
laration of Human Rights and 
the fifth anniversary of the 
World Conference on Human 
Rights with its historic recogni- 
tion of “Women’s Rights are 
Human Rights.” 

It is part of a global campaign 
designed to highlight die 
achievements of women and to 
shed light on the obstacles 
impeding the advancement of 
their cause, organisers said. 

Under the theme “A life free 
of violence: It is our right,” the 
regional campaign aims at rais- 
ing public awareness on the 
various forms of violence to 
which women are subjected, 
such as domestic violence, 
crimes of honour; female geni- 
tal mutilation, armed conflict 
and legal violence, among oth- 
ers. 

According to a 1994 Public 
Security Department study pre- 
pared for the Fourth World 
Conference on Women in Bei- 
jing in 1994, a total of 4,962 
cases of domestic violence 
against Jordanian women were 
registered with the police 
between 1991 and 1992 

Other objectives of the cam- 
paign include empowering 
women as valuable partners in 
society, promoting a culture 
free of violence, shedding light 
on the causes and the grave 
effects of violence against 
women at all levels within a 
regional context and highlight- 
ing success stories in address- 
ing these problems, organisers 
said. 

Crimes of honour have for tire 
past 10 years topped the list of 
murders* in Jordan involving 
women. These types of mur- 
ders are committed by male rel- 
atives of women on the grounds 
that they are engaged in illicit 
relationships. 

However, the government is 
taking major steps towards 
eliminating legislation that is 


seen as discriminatory against 
women and is wcdcing on 
building a women’s shelter. 

Last year. His Majesty King 
Hussein made a passionate plea 
for all Jordanians to shun vio- 
lence against women and called 
fix paying adequate attention to 
ending the suffering of women 
and children. 

The King, speaking at die 
opening of the 13 th Parliament 
last November, expressed regret 
that women were soil exposed 
to inhuman practices that 
deprived them of basic and 
essential rights. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, dur- 
ing a recent meeting with tribal 
leaders, called for an end lo 
crimes of honour. 

"Let us remember that the 
honour of the whole Jordanian 
family is more noble than the 
loss of life of this generation 
due to die trivialities of 'honour 
causes'.” Prince Hassan said. 

“I hope that all those con- 
cerned in this regard will bear 
the responsibility with me in 
eliminating this problem, which 


does not deserve so much time 
and effort,” the Prince added 

In partnership with a number 
of n ational institutions, 
UNIFEM’s campaign in Jordan 
will include a symposium on 
domestic violence in coopera- 
tion with die Jordanian Nation- 
al Committee for Women, a 
public march with the General 
Federation of Jordanian 
Women, an essay and drawing 
competition for students in 
cooperation with the Ministry 
of Education, a roundtable to 
launch a recent study on vio- 
lence against women in the 
Kingdom in collaboration with 
the Human Rights Fcirum for 
Women and extensive media 
coverage. 

Similar activities will be held 
in the other four countries in the 
region; Egypt, Lebanon, Pales- 
tine and Yemen. 

An information kit containing 
the definition of and informa- 
tion about violence against 
women in countries of tire 
region will be distributed to the 
media on the day of the launch, 
organisers said 


what’s going on 


FILMS 

* "DiviiULs pula-bras" ai Institute Cervantes. Jatul 
Amman on Thursday or 5:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

* •"The Sanctuaries of Wadi Kharar” by Father 
Michelle Piccirilto at the City Hall Amman Municipali- 
ty. Ras Al 'Ain on Saturday Nov. 21 at 630 p.m (The lec- 
ture will discuss the importance of Tell Khanar where 


modem explorers have found pooeiy shreds from Roman 
periods and stone vessels). 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Photography exhibition entitled “Windows and 
Doras" by Haiti Hourani at Baladna An Gallery, Gaidens 
Street fieL 5537598). until Dec. 18. 

* Display of Jotdan River Foundation fJRF) 1998 
autumn/winter collection entitled "Falling Leaves” at the 
JRF showroom. Jabal Amman (Td. 4613081), until Nov. 
30. 


During meeting with PLC Speaker Qoureia 

Regent stresses importance of 
Jordanian-Palestinian coordination 



AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Wednesday underlined the 
importance of maintaining 
and strengthening Jordan- 
ian-Palestinian coordina- 
tion in order to safeguard 
the interests of the two 
peoples. 

At a meeting with a vis- 
iting Palestinian Legisla- 
tive Council delegation led 
by PLC Speaker Ahmad 
Qoureia, the Regent said 
close cooperation will 
help the two sides reach 
common stands vis-k-vis 
issues of mutual concern, 
such as the questions of 
Jerusalem, water, 

refugees, security and 
common borders. 

The Regent emphasised 
that such coordination is 
particularly important 
before the Palestinians 
begin final status negotia- 
tions with the Israelis. 

Prince Hassan said His 
Majesty King Hussein is 
seeking to maintain and 
strengthen Palestinian- Jor- 
danian relations, including 
parliamentary ties. 

During the meeting, 
which was attended by 
Royal Court Chief Jawad 
Anani. Lower House 
Speaker Sa’d Hayel Srour 
and Foreign Minister 
Abdul Hah Khatib, the 
Crown Prince reaffirmed 
Jordan's absolute support 
for the Palestinian people 
in their struggle to regain 
their rights and establish 
an independent state on 
Palestinian soil. 

The Regent, who hosted 
a lunch in honour of the 
Palestinian delegation, 
also said the two sides 
should raise the level of 
cooperation in the fields of 
health, trade, economy and 


culture, among others. 

For his part, Qoureia 
voiced the Palestinian's 
appreciation of Jordan's 
support, noting in particu- 
lar the King's efforts in the 
successful conclusion of 
the Wye deal. He stressed 
the PNA’s determination 
to coordinate its stand 
with Jordan, especially 
during the final status 
negotiations. 

Earlier Wednesday, 
Qoureia said the Palestini- 
ans need as much support 
from Jordan as possible in 
the upcoming negotiations 


with the Israeli govern- 
ment. 

Speaking at a meeting 
with Minister of State for 
Development Affairs 
Taher Kanaan, Qoureia 
added that the Palestinians 
attach great importance to 
the unique relationship 
with Jordan and hope to 
expand economic and 
investment cooperation. 

For his part, Kanaan said 
the government plans to 
take a series of measures 
designed to enhance bilat- 
eral cooperation in general 
and in economic and 


investment fields in partic- 
ular. 

Qoureia. on his first offi- 
cial visit to Jordan at the 
head of the PLC delega- 
tion, also met with Khatib 
to review recent develop- 
ments in the peace process 
and the Wye River accord. 

Qoureia underlined the 
need for bilateral coopera- 
tion in parliamentary 
fields and for constant 
consultations. 

Khatib said transparency 
and frank discussions 
between the two sides can 
help safeguard the inter- 


ests of the two peoples. 

Earlier, the Palestinian 
delegation met with Sen- 
ate Speaker Zeid Rifai and 
discussed bilateral rela- 
tions. the peace process 
and the Wye accord. 

Rifai said the Kingdom 
is fully committed to the 
peace process and the 
establishment of a com- 
prehensive regional peace. 

The Senate speaker 
underlined the need for 
continued cooperation at 
all levels to further 
strengthen ties between 
Jordan and Palestine. 


Jordanian-Syrian water committee opens talks next week 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — A joint Jor- 
danian-Syrian committee 
is expected to meet Satur- 
day to study ways and 
means of better utilising 
the Yarmouk River’s water, 
officials said Wednesday. 

During the two-day dis- 
cussions, Jordan Valley 
Authority Secretary Gen- 
eral Dureid Mabasneh and 
Barakat Hadid of Syria's 
Ministry of Water and Irri- 
gation will explore ways of 
exploiting the Yarmouk 


River’s water next winter, 
measures to ensure that 
Jordan receives high-quali- 
ty water and other related 
issues. 

It will be the committee’s 
fourth meeting since Octo- 
ber 1997, when the two 
sides agreed to go ahead 
with plans to construct a 
dam on the Yarmouk. 

The long-delayed JD283 
million dam would be built 
in accordance with a 1987 
agreement between the 
two countries. It would 
have a storage capacity of 


225 million cubic metres. 

The river, which pro- 
vides Jordan with 135 mil- 
lion cubic metres of water 
per year, begins in Syria, 
flows along the Syrian- Jor- 
danian border and then 
joins the Jordan River 
downstream from Lake 
Tiberias. 

Jordan has often com- 
plained that it is only get- 
ting a fraction of its water 
share because Syria has set 
up more than 28 ditches 
along the Yarmouk to store 
water. 


Israel agreed to give the 
Kingdom over 200 million 
cubic metres of water 
annually, mostly from the 
Yarmouk River, under the 
1994 peace treaty. 

Last month, Jordan and 
Israel began construction 
on a JD1.65 million pro- 
ject to more effectively 
utilise 40 million cubic 
metres of the Yarmouk 
River’s overflow per year 
and regulate a year-round 
inflow of water to the 1 10- 
kilometre-long King 
Abdullah Canal. The gov- 


ernment said constructing 
such a project would not 
negate the partnership with 
Syria regarding the 
planned dam. 

According to official Jor- 
danian figures, the coun- 
try’s population, increas- 
ing by 3.5 per cent annual- 
ly, will need 1.2 billion 
cubic metres of water per 
year between 1998 and 
2000. But the Kingdom’s 
current water resources 
only amount to 960 million 
cubic metres a year. 


‘Student detained following 
rally against peace deal’ 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Police have 
detained the chairperson 
of the student council of 
Mu’ta University after he 
and six other students 
were suspended after 
staging a rally against the 
recent Israel -PNA peace 
deal, a student ' council 
spokesperson said 

Wednesday. 

Ibrahim Mansi, who led 
the Oct. 25 rally during 
which Israeli and Ameri- 
can flags were set ablaze, 
was detained outside the 
gates of the university on 
Tuesday, the spokesper- 
son said. 

“They [the police] 
showed him an arrest war- 
rant and took him away," 
the spokesperson, who 
requested ' anonymity, 
said. “We have received 
no information on his 
whereabouts.” 

University officials 
were not immediately 
available for comment on 


the detention. 

The university’s disci- 
plinary committee last 
week ordered that Mansi 
and six other students be 
suspended for different 
lengths for their role in 
staging the rally and for 
urging students to join the 
march to protest the Wye 
peace deal. 

The Arabic daily Al Ra’i 
this week quoted Adel 
Twaisi, dean of Student 
Affairs at the university, 
as saying that the decision 
to suspend the students 
was fair and was made in 
line with university regu- 
lations. 

“The only reason this 
punishment was handed 
down against them is 
because the head of the 
Student Council and some 
other members used 
microphones and began 
instigating students to 
stage acts of unrest inside 
■ the university." he said. 

“They also organised a 
march inside the universi- 


ty in which some partici- 
pants wore masks to hide 
their faces, and some even 
attacked the university 
guards. These are acts 
that we condemn. These 
acts had a negative influ- 
ence on studies at the uni- 
versity for three days," 
Twaisi added. 

Twaisi, however, said 
the disciplinary commit- 
tee decision to suspend 
the seven would only 
become - effective after 
ratification by the univer- 
sity council of deans. 

The other students who 
were suspended by the 
university were identified 
as Malik Male’e, Wisam 
Dalaeen, Mohammad 
Fa’ouri, Ibrahim Shahin, 
Arif Debeh and Hassan 
Awadat. 

Mu’ta University has 
both a military and a 
civilian wing offering 
various programmes. The 
seven are all from the 
civilian wing. 


^.Crossroacb of Civilisations: More Than 100 Years of 
German Archaeologies] Activities in Jordan" (sponsored 
by the Gentian Protestant Institute in cooperation with 
Petra Store Preservation) at the Royal Cultural Centre, 
until Nov. 28. 

* A three-dimensional exhibition on canvas by Sasaraa 
Caldwell Darfeen Karpowio, and Rawabi, AbuGhaza- 
leh Silawi at the Jordan Arts and Crafts Come (Amsana), 
Jabal Amman, of the Second Circle, until Nov. 20 (TeL 
4647855) 


* Exhibition of warercdouts by Mukanam Hagho n- 
douqi at Institute Cervantes, Jabal Amman, until Nov. 24. 

* “Mssterworks of the Spanish Contemporary Archi- 
tecture and Presentation of Architecture Guide: Spain 
1920- 2000" at the University of Jordan, Fanil ty of Engi- 
neering. until Nov. 20. 

* Panun^p by Jordanian artist Mohammad Abu Adz at 
the French Cultural Centre, Jabal Amman, until Nov. 28. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Agreements with Turkey endorsed 

AMMAN (Petra) — ? A Royal Decree was issued 
Wednesday endorsing two agreements with Turkey. 
Under the first agreement, both Jordan and Turkey 
will increase agricultural cooperation, work to devel- 
op agricultural skills and facilitate trade in fresh and 
processed agricultural products. The agreement also 
provides for implementing joint agricultural research 
programmes, encouraging investment and setting up 
joint projects in both Jordan and Turkey. The second 
agreement provides for cooperation in the field of 
youth and sports. Under the deal’s provisions, both 
countries will participate in youth and scouts gather- 
ings and camps and will exchange delegations and 
sports teams. 

Fertility conference opens 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Under the patronage of Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sarvath, the fifth annual scientific 
meeting of the Middle East Fertility Society was 
opened on Wednesday at the Palace of Culture. 
Addressing the opening ceremony, a society official, 
Maher Sarraf, said the conference’s main objective 
was the dissemination of information that can help 
infertile couples conceive. He noted that nearly five 
million out of the 300 million inhabitants of the Mid- 
dle East suffer from infertility. Ta king part in the 
three-day event are gynaecologists and obstetricians 
from different regions of the world. 

Culture minister leaves for conference 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Culture and Youth 
Talal Sat’ an Al Hassan today leaves for the UAE emi- 
rate of Sharja to take part in a two-day conference of 
Arab ministers of culture that opens Saturday. In a 
statement before leaving. Hassan said the conference 
will examine such issues as Arab culture in the 21st 
centuTy, prospects of establishing a pan-Arab cultural 
satellite channel and the image of Arab culture on the 
Internet. The meeting will also discuss the feasibility 
of setting up an Arab fund for cultural development 
and means of financing it through private sector con- 
tributions. in addition to establis hing a pan-Arab 
library. 
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irb president heads 
r Kosovo despite 
banian boycott 


PRISTINA, Yugoslavia (AP) 
— Serbia's president arrived 
in Kosovo Wednesday for 
talks doomed to failure 
because of a boycott by ethnic 
Albanians, while a newspaper 
published wbat it reported 
was u U.S. draft plan outlining 
virtual self-rule for the 
province. 

President Milan Milutinovic 
was pressing fora direct meet- 
ing with a Kosovo Albanian 
delegation, apparently seeking 
to assert Serbia's stand that 
any negotiations on the future 
of the separatist province is its 
internal issue. 

But Serb authority over 
Kosovo appeared to be put to 
question in the draft plan pub- 
lished by the daily Koha 
Ditore. 

It envisages almost no Serb 
control of the A 1 banian- 
majority province, while leav- 
ing it under partial jurisdiction 
of Yugoslavia, made up of 
Serbia and Montenegro. 

There was no immediate 
confirmation of die authentic- 
ity of the plan. But previous 
versions published in the past 
have proven accurate. 

U.S. envoy Christopher Hill, 
trying to find a peace formula, 
discussed the American draft 
Tuesday with independence- 
minded ethnic Albanian guer- 
rillas. Their support is crucial 
in the wake of an uneasy cease 
fire that for die most pan 
ended nearly eight months of 
fighting between them and a 
joint force of Yugoslav army 


and Serb police forces. 

There were no immediate 
comments from Serb and 
Albanian politicians. But Seib 
media have reported the gov- 
ernment disapproves of the 
plan because it sharply cur- 
tails its authority in the 
provirice. 

The 1 draft published 
Wednesday said Kosovo 
would have its own president, 
courts!, government and par- 
liament. Only defence, for- 
eign ^flairs, customs, foreign 
nade | and monetary policy 
would be in the hands of the 
Yugoslav federation. 

The! plan further envisages 
Kosovo’s many ethnic com- 
munities sharing power 
accosting to ethnic structure 
— giving Kosovo’s 90- per 
cent Albanian majority the 
clear advantage — and solv- 
ing disputed internal issues in 
the Kosovo Supreme Court If 
the dispute remains unsolved 
it would go to the European 
courti 

Disputes with Serbia and 
the federation would be 
solved in a special court, 
which would include repre- 
sentatives of Yugoslavia, 
Kosovo and the international 
community. 

The reported plan seems to 
push Kosovo further away 
from Serbia and bring it clos- 
er to becoming a de-facto 
third republic in the Yugoslav 
federation. Koha Ditore said it 
published only die first part of 
the plan. 


Serbia is unlikely to accept 
such a solution for Kosovo 
because it insists that its 
province is the cradle of Serb 
history and culture. 

A top ethnic Albanian nego- 
tiator, however, indicated 
Tuesday his side could settle 
for less than long-proclaimed 
goal of independence. Fehmi 
Agjani said giving Kosovo 
equal rights as Serbia and 
Montenegro within 

Yugoslavia would be accept- 
ably if such status were 
respected by Serbia 

4 was not dear whether the 
1 Kosovo Liberation 
Arpiy would agree to any deal 
short of the independence they 
have been fighting for. The 
guerrillas said they would give 
the ir opinion on the plan in 10 
da; s. 

/.gam and others who are 
parjc of the more moderate 
camp around ethnic Albanian 
leader Ibrahim JRugoya said 
tfaejy would boycott talks 
called for by Milutinovic, 
describing it as a cheap pub- 
licly stunt Agani said a basic 
formula for Kosovo must- be 
found before direct talks could 
start 

^thnic Albanians have so far 
rejected 16 such invitations 
for talks by the Serbian gov- 
err meet The Serbs are appar- 
ently trying to ease interna- 
tiojial pressure by attempting 
to persuade world powers that 
are committed to peace. 


U.N. tribunal expects immediate 
cooperation from Belgrade 


THE HAGUE Netherlands 
(AP) — Officials at the 
Yugoslav war crimes tribunal -- 
said Wednesday they expected 
immediate compliance from 
Belgrade with a U.N. Security 
Council resolution calling on 
Yugoslavia to cooperate fully 
with the U.N. court 

The council demanded 
Tuesday that Belgrade arrest 
three former Yugoslav 
National Army officers 
charged with organising a mas- 
sacre of 200 Croats in 1991 
and said it deplored 
Yugoslavia's recenL refusal to 
allow investigators to visit the 
embattled Serbian province of 
Kosovo. 

The resolution is “explicit 
and unequivocal in what is 
expected from the authorities 
in Belgrade.” tribunal 
spokesman Jim Landale said. 

It “should leave them in no 
doubt that the international 
community will hold them to 
their obligation.? under interna- 
tional law. The ball is now in 


their Court and we expect them 
to take imm ediate action ” 

Yugoslav authorities cite a 
constitutional ban on extradit- 
ing suspects as a reason for 
repeatedly refusing to hand 
over the three officers despite 
international warrants for their 
arrest 

But the resolution, passed by 
a 14-0 vote with China abstain- 
ing, rejected that argument 

“A state may not invoke pro- 
visions of its domestic law as 
justification for its failure to 
perform binding obligations 
under international law,” the 
council said. 

The resolution, which is 
legally binding, did not contain 
the threat of punitive action if 
Yugoslavia doesn’t comply. 

The council also repeated its 
call to Yugoslav authorities and 
leaders of the Kosovo 
Albanian community to coop- 
erate with the tribunal in the 
investigation of possible war 
crimes. 

Yugoslav authorities have 


refused to grant investigators 
visas to work in Kosovo, 
claiming the tribunal has no 
jurisdiction. 

Tribunal Deputy Prosecutor 
Graham Blewitt said he was 
still hoping to get investigators 
into the province “at the earli- 
est opportunity.” Blewitt also 
said that he and Chief 
Prosecutor Louise Arbour no 
longer planned to head die 
team. 

Meanwhile, investigators are 
interviewing witnesses who 
have fled Kosovo, he said. He 
gave no further details. 

Hundreds have been killed 
since February when Serb 
forces began a crackdown on 
ethnic Albanian separatists. 
Hundreds of thousands have 
been forced from their homes. 

Ethnic Albanian’s, who 
make up 90 per cent of 
Kosovo’s population, favour 
independence, while Serbs 
consider Kosovo an integral 
part of Serbia, foe dominant 
Republic of Yugoslavia. 


Blair prepares for showdown 
with House of Lords 


LONDON (R) — Britain's 
Labour government 

Wednesday prepared for a 
showdown with the House of 
Lords over the government’s 
planned voting system for next 
year's European elections. 

For the fourth time in a 
month, the unelected upper 
chamber of ■ parliament 
Tuesday night threw out the 
government’s plan to have a 
"closed list” where voters 
choose a party rather than indi- 
vidual candidates for European 
elections. 

With no compromise in sight 
before the end of the current 
pariktmeniary session this 
week, it could mean that seats 
in the European parliament 
w ill be decided under the exist- 
ing “firsr-fxisi-ihe-posi" sys- 
tem. which is expected to 
favour Labour. 

Interior minister Jack Straw 
raised the slakes Wednesday, 
by saying in a BBC radio inter- 
view there was no time for the 
government to override the 
upper house by reintroducing 
the bill in the next session next 
week. 

Unless the Conservative-led 
peers backed down. Straw said, 
the bill would fail with the 
paradoxical consequence that 
the Conservative party would 


win fewer sears in European 
elections next June. 

Critics say Prime Minister 
Tony Blair is pushing through 
the reforms as part of a drive to 
make sure his parry has more 
control over its choice of candi- 
dates. Labour has been accused 
of trying to exclude “unsuit- 
able** leftwingers from the new 
Welsh and Scottish parliaments 
as well as the poll for London's 
mayor. 

The Times newspaper said in 
an editorial: “The real affront 
would be for the government to 
force through a voting system 
which gives party machines 
more power at the voters' 
expense” 

The ermine-clad former min- 
isters and ageing aristocrats 
who populate die House of 
Lords have a reputation for 
glorying in archaic tradition 
and for opposing the govern- 
ment’s will. 

Elderly peers of the realm 
only agreed after much resis- 
tance Monday to allow the 
Lord Chancellor. Lord Irvine 
— * a top minister in Blair’s cab- 
inet — to swap bis traditional 
black tights, breeches and sil- 
ver-buckled patent leather 
shoes for something more 
modem. 

A bill to remove the right of 


hereditary peers to sit and vote 
in the Lords wftl be high on the 
list of government legislation 
for the new session of parlia- 
ment, to be outlined in the tra- 
ditional speech by Queen 
Elizabeth Tuesday. 

Blair’s official spokesman 
called the House of Lords vote 
an “affront to democracy” and 
accused the Conservative party 
of “wheeling out hereditary 
peers” to block the reforms. 

But Conservative leader 
William Hague said opposition 
to the government proposals 
went wider titan his own 
party’s peers. 

“Of the 261 peers that voted 
a gains t the government last 
nigfrt, 101 were Conservative 
hereditary peers. The cross- 
bendi peers who are indepen- 
dent of all the parties voted 
overwhelmingly against the 
government... so it’s not just in 
the hand of the Conservatives,” 
Hague told BBC radio. 

’The government lost the 
vote in the Lords because they 
lost the argument,” he added. 

The government’s business 
managers will bring the bill 
back to the lower House of 
Commons Wednesday before 
presenting it again to the 
unelected House of Lords for a 
fifth time. 



German journalist Juergen Kremb frowns at a news briefing at his office In B eying. 
China Wednesday ordered the expulsion of Kremb, one day after serving him with an 
arrest warrant for possession of state secrets. The veteran Der Spiegel correspondent 
was the second foreign journalist to be expelled from China over the past month 
(Reuters photo) 

China expels 
German journalist 


BEIJING f AFP) — ' China 
Wednesday expelled the 
Beijing- correspondent of 
the German weekly Der 
Spiegel, accusing him of 
possessing stare secrets. 

“A bunch of plainclothes 
officers stormed into my 
office, pressed me up 
against the wall and read 
out my expulsion order 
around 2:00 p.m.” said 
Juergen Kremb. who has 
already moved to Singapore 
and had returned to Beijing 
to wind up his eight-year 
posting in China. 

“I have really no clues as 
to what I have apparently 
done, and I don't know why 
they came out so strong. I 
think it was very stupid.” he 
told an impromptu press 
conference. 

Kremb flew into Beijing 
Tuesday to wind up his 
affairs, write a story on 
chess and architecture and 
arrange his farewell lunch 
with China's foreign min- 
istry. 

Twenty minutes after he 
arrived from the airport, 
eight people from China’s 
State Security Ministry 
burst into his office. Kremb 
said he was forced to stand 
against a wall for three 
hours with a strong light 
pointed at him while they 
searched his office. 

“Actually, I was quite 
afraid yesterday. It was very 
tense when they got out the 
arrest warrant with my 
name on it and the hand- 
cuffs.” he said. 

Kremb was found to “pos- 
sess illegally Chinese secret 


documents and has violated 
Chinese laws.” a foreign 
ministry spokesman - told 
AFP. 

The spokesman said the 
state security service had 
collected a large quantity of 
evidence, given Kremb 48 
hours to leave the country 
and forbidden him to return 
within five years. 

The German embassy 
stated that Bernhard 
Kampmann. counsellor for 
press affairs, was sum- 
moned to China’s foreign 
ministry half an hour after 
State Security ordered 
Kremb to leave the country. 

Kremb counts himself as a 
close friend of prominent 
dissident Wei Jingsheng, 
who went into exile in the 
United States a year ago 
after spending 18 years in 
prison, and the Chinese ver- 
sion of his book on Wei 
came out in Taiwan a fort- 
night ago. 

“I have been writing regu- 
larly about the dissident 
scene. I wrote a book on 
Wei Jingsheng and often, 
wrote about state security, 
the police and the military,” 
Kremb said. 

“But this is like a bad 
movie, it is surreal ... 1 must 
be the first correspondent 
who has been expelled after 
he left,” he said, adding that 
he had only planned to stay 
in China for five days on 
this trip and his visa would 
have expired anyway on 
Dec. 18. 

Kremb was detained for 
48 hours in April 1997 after 
visiting the eastern province 


of Anhui, accompanied by 
Wei’s youngest brother, Wei 
Xiaotao.. He was also 
briefly detained twice dur- 
ing this year’s summer 
floods for visiting disaster 
areas without permission. 

Foreign journalists in 
China are required to apply 
for approval before they can 
make reporting trips in the 
provinces and theoretically 
before they talk to any 
Chinese person. 

Kremb’s expulsion 
brought sharp criticism 
from China’s Foreign 
Correspondents Club (FCC) 
and the Paris-based 
Reporters sans Fronti<5res 
which said the expulsion 
was “a very serious 
infringement of press free- 
dom.” 

Chinese authorities have 
shown signs of nerves in 
recent weeks over journal- 
ists and photographers who 
report on growing social 
discontent. 

Kremb is the second jour- 
nalist to be expelled in a 
month. Yukihisa Nakatsu, a 
correspondent of Japan’s 
Yomiuri Shimbun newspa- 
per, was told to leave in 
October after also being 
accused of obtaining state 
secrets. 

At the beginning of the 
1980s, a former reporter of 
Der Spiegel, Tiziano 
Terzani. was expelled. 
Another correspondent of 
the German daily 
Frankfurter Rundschau bad 
to leave China at the end of 
1995 when the authorities 
refused to renew his visa. 


Mir undamaged by ‘meteor shower’ 


MOSCOW (AP) — The 
Russian Mir space station 
wa» unaffected by a cloud 
of micro-meteorite parti- 
cles and its crew didn't 
even notice any of them, 
officials said Wednesday. 

Ground controllers 
ordered cosmonauts 
Gennady Pudalka and 
Sergei Avdeyev to go to 
the Soyuz escape capsule 
when the “meteor shower." 
consisting of very small 
particles that are remnants 
of a comet, reached its 
peak Tuesday night. 

The crew “neither saw 
nor heard” the shower and 
all the station’s systems 
were functioning normal- 


ly, Mission Control said, 
according to the ITAR- 
TASS news agency. 

There had been concern 
that the particles could 
puncture the Mir’s sur- 
face. During the 
encounter, the Mir’s posi- 
tion was adjusted to avoid 
as much of the shower as 
possible. 

During a spacewalk last 
week. Padalka and 
Avdeyev mounted a 
French-made “meteorite 
trap” on the Mir's outer 
surface. 

The device, intended to 
catch particles for study, 
will stay attached to the 
Mir until 1999. when it is 


due to be taken back to 
Earth by a French astro- 
naut, due to fly to the sta- 
tion early next year. 

None of Russia’s 137 
military and civilian satel- 
lites currently in orbit has 
been damaged by the 
shower, the Russian 
strategic forces said in a 
statement, according to 
the ITAR-TASS. 

The meteorites are the 
debris of the Comet 
Tempel-Tuttle which 
approached the Earth last 
January. They look like 
clouds of glowing gases 
with small solid particles. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


16,000 evacuated near Berlin 
due to WWII-era bombs 

ORANIENBURG, Germany (AP) — Stale roads were 
closed, trains halted and 16.000 people evacuated from 
their homes near Berlin Wednesday while experts 
worked at defusing two big U.S. bcanbs from World War 
n. The chemical fuses on the bombs — designed to 
ignite not on impact but hours later — were still five and 
could go off at any time, authorities said. One 500 kilo 
bomb was unearthed during construction on a park, and 
a 250 kilo bomb was found during work on a golf course. 
About half of Oranienburg was evacuated shortly before 
noon. The city, just north of Berlin in former' East 
Germany, was a centre for arms production during World 
War.II — including enriched uranium for Adolf Hitler’s 
atomic bomb project — and so a prime target for Allied 
bombing raids. More than 60 duds have been found there 
since a construction boom started following German, uni- 
fication in 1990. None have exploded in. Oranienburg 
since 1991, when three people were injured and 10 hous- 
es destroyed. Many residents resent the constant evacua- 
tion orders — a dozen so for this year alone. In April, 10 
residents were fined 1,000 marks (S625) each for refus- 
ing to leave their homes during a defusing action. Among 
them was a mother who barricaded herself and her two 
young children in their apartment. About 100 kilometres 
east in Frankfort an der Oder, 450 people were evacuat- 
ed from their , homes Wednesday while authorities 
defused two World War D-era bombs. 

Diana teams to help care 
for terminally ill children 

LONDON (AP) — Paying tribute to the late Princess 
Diana, the British government Wednesday introduced 
the “Diana teams” that will assist families caring for ter- 
minally ill children at home. The care teams, which 
could include a combination of doctors, nurses, psychol- 
ogists and social workers, will be paid for by the 
National Health Service, Britain's universal health -care 
programme. “As well as providing specialist nursing care 
and practical help when it is most needed, these Diana 
teams will bring emotional support for all the family,” 
Health Minister Baroness Hayman said. Ten teams will 
be launched initially at a cost of £2 million ($33 mil- 
lion). They will be tested and evaluated before other 
teams are created throughout the country. “They will be 
a lasting contribution to the memory of Princess Diana, 
whose love of children and concern for the chronically 
sick and disabled was so well-known,” Baroness 
Hayman said. The idea for the teams was suggested by a 
memorial committee formed after the princess’ 1997 
death in a Paris car crash. The other main memorials are 
a garden and a commemorative coin. 

Environmentalists concerned 
over appointment 

TALLAHASSEE. Fla. (UPI) — Some environmentalists 
consider it their worst nightmare come true: the selection 
of Stare Senator Charles Bronson as chairman of the 
upper chamber’s Natural Resources- Committee. 
Conservation groups have given the Reptiblican cattle 
Tahcher'iOW ratingsffor his- legislative record in* recent 
years. Bronson originally drew the ire of environmental- 
ists years ago when he appeared on the Senate floor 
wearing a paper bird on his head to protest special pro- 
tection for the white ibis. The Natural Resources 
Committee will shape the future of the state’s 
Preservation 2000 land-buying programme, which ends / 
in two years. Last year, Bronson criticised the conserva - 1 
tion programme, saying it takes too much money off the 
tax rolls. 

Six homeless die in cold snap 
in Romania 

BUCHAREST (AFP) — Six homeless people have died 
in a cold snap in northern Romania, medical officials 
said Wednesday. Many roads have been blocked by 
heavy snowfalls in the region, in particular in the Iasi 
province, and a sharp increase in accidents and traffic 
jams bas been reported. More titan 70 people were treat- 
ed u one hospital, in the town of Botosani, for injuries 
sustained due to the weather. Four people have also died 
in Poland in the cold snap, the first of the winter. 

U.K.’s favourite cook 
cracks success with eggs 

LONDON (R) — The television chef who got a roasting ■. 
last month for teaching Britons how to boil an egg has in 
fact cracked a recipe for success. Egg sales have soared * 
by 1.3 million a day since Delia Smith, Britain's best- 
selling cookery writer, launched her back to basics tele- 
vision show six weeks ago, egg producers said 
Wednesday. Smith, who a few years ago turned cranber- 
ries from an exotic fruit into an everyday staple in British 
supermarkets, was initially attacked by some of her 
celebrity cook rivals for insulting the intelligence of 
viewers with her detailed instructions on making toast, 
boiling eggs and cooking omelettes. But die 10 per cent 
increase in egg sales suggests she is more in touch with 
the nation’s notoriously bad cooks than more adventur- 
ous television chefs. “Whatever Delia turns her hands to 
become immensely popular, and we're delighted she 
chose eggs,” said Graham Muir, marketing manager at 
Stonegate Farmers. A recent opinion poll highlighted the 
limitations of Britons in the kitchen. Of those who said 
they cook, 36 per cent listed making sandwiches as their 
main cookery skills, and 3 1 per cent cited toast a- 

No sex please, there’s a solar 
eclipse on the way 

LONDON (R) — Women in Cornwall are being warned 
not to. get pregnant this month in case they end up givin* 
birth in the middle of next year’s solar eclipse. Doctoi? 
fear there will be so many people in the southwestern ■ 
English county next August to watch the rare total eclipse 
that women in fobour wjU not be able to get to hospital 
through the traffic-clogged roads. As many as two million 
people are expected to descend on the region in nine 
months time for the best and longest view of the eclipse 
— “e first to be seen in Britain since 1927. The warning 
to avoid August births was issued by foe Local Medical 
Committee of Cornwall, which represents general piacti- 
111 ^ ar *a, in a newsletter for doctors under its 
Eclipse health tip of the month”. “We don't want to pour • 
cold water on things, but people should realise rtiat they 
could be very vulnerable,” said the committee's spokes- 
woman, Rosalind Winter. Many doctors are reported to 
have pinned the newsletter up in. their offices. 
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Indonesian students wave national flags from the top of buses as they drive towards parliament Jakarta. About 
2»W0 students took to the streets to march towards parliament and to the campus where several were killed last 
week in clashes between anti-government protesters and the security forces. At least 14 people were killed, most 
when troops Bred into student demonstrators, and 450 wounded in the violence (Reuters photo) 


Yeltsin fans health fears by axing India trip 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin pulled out of a trip 
to India Wednesday, fan- 
ning fresh fears about his 
shaky health and under- 
c£| scoring Premier Yevgeny 
lijl- Primakov's dominant role 
-fcj in Russian politics. . 
nd , - Primakov .will represent 
lira Yeltsin on the Dec. 6-7 visit 
is- to New Delhi during which 
>' i; the two countries are due to 
n u fannally extend a tight mil- 
itary cooperation agree- 
ment until 2010 . 

Hi | It will mark the third suc- 
cessive time that Yeltsin has 
ceded his place at an impor- 
tant foreign summit to 
Mai Primakov, confirmed as 
prime minister just two 
3 . j 6 -months- ago. 

ana* The announcement dealt 
a ^another a blow to Yeltsin, 

;r, "roaring just=one day after- 
niBE the president, looking more 
jii vigorous than be had in 
,-dr %s, returned to the world 
;sb stacge . to host German 
* « Chancellor Gerhard 

i.jiScbroeder in the Kremlin. 

-.id iff h also coincided with a 
,, new debate in Russia’s par- 


liament Wednesday on 
whether to adopt a new law 
requiring Yeltsin to take a 
physical and then publish 
its results. 

Although Yeltsin had long 
ago dropped direct over- 
sight of the Russian econo- 
my, he had revelled in 
appearing at summits with 
foreign leaders. 

Yeltsin stacked his 
appointment book this 
autumn with visits and 
Moscow summits partially 
meant to show the Kremlin 
chief was still in direct 
charge of top policy deci- 
sions. 

But the Moscow summits, 
including one with 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Keizo Obuchi, have largely 
been watered down to a 
bare minimum. The foreign 
visits have nearly-aH been 
scratched. 

The Kremlin stressed that 
Yeltsin would still host 
Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin next Monday and 
insisted that it had no evi- 
dence of a dowri-cum in 
Yeltsin’s medical condition. 


Yeltsin has now cancelled 
all three foreign visits since 
putting in a scumbling per- 
formance during his last 
trip abroad — to Central 
Asia in October — when he 
nearly fell over during a 
welcoming ceremony and 
failed to deliver a coherent 
toast at an official dinner in 
his honour. 

Kremlin doctors attrib- 
uted Yeltsin's performance 
to “nervous exhaustion" 
and an unstable blood pres- 
sure. Yeltsin spent three 
weeks recovering at a 
Moscow area sanatorium 
and a Black Sea presiden- 
tial resort. 

Primakov in his absence 
has filled in for Yeltsin at a 
pivotal Russia-European 
Union summit last month in 
Vienna in which he paved 
the way for Russia to 
receive almost S500 million 
in food aid this winter. 

Tuesday in Kuala 
Lumpur. Primakov met 
U.S. Vice President Al Gore 
for 90 minutes, in which he 
presented Russia's recently 
drafted economic revitali- 


sation package and negoti- 
ated the potential resump- 
tion of loan payments from 
the International Monetary 
Fund. 

Russian media report that 
Yeltsin’s aides and family 
have urged Yeltsin to cancel 
all future foreign visits 
except for next June's 
Group of Eight summit in 
Cologne. 

Schroeder after meeting 
Yeltsin Tuesday said the 
Russian president was 
expected to travel to 
Germany next summer and 
pronounced Yeltsin as fit 
and well aware of impor- 
tant political developments. 

But Schroeder stressed he 
would not duplicate his pre- 
decessor Helmur Kohl's 
building of German-Russia 
ties based on a strong per- 
sonal friendship with 
Yeltsin. 

The German chancellor 
added that he could not 
think of a single issue that 
could not be worked out 
through his direct negotia- 
tions with Primakov. 
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Sri Lanka says 13 killed 
in fresh clashes with LTTE 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
Lanka’s defence ministry 
said Wednesday that ‘ 1 2 
Tamil Tiger rebels and one 
soldier were killed and 
almost 40 combatants were 
funded in firesh clashes 
in the north. 

It said in a statement four 
rcbels and one soldier were 
tilled when troops 
^ambushed a group of 
1 Liberatio n Tig ers of Tamil 
Eejam (LTTE) rebels in 
,\af foe-, northwestern Mannar 
fostrict Tuesday. 

The statement also said 
y .jsi Hoops fired artillery shells 
i flrj a rebel bunker line in the 
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northern Kilinochchi dis- 
trict Tuesday and 
destroyed iL 

“Monitored terrorist 
transmissions confirm that 
six terrorists were killed 
and 36 were injured during 
the attack.’* the statement 
said. Two other rebels 
were killed elsewhere in 
the northern Wanni region, 
it added. 

The LTTE rebels pushed 
the military out of 
Kilinochchi town after 
severe fighting in 
September. 

The statement said there 
was an exchange of mortar 


fire between the troops and 
the rebels near the north- 
ern town of Mankulam, 
which the military took 
control of in September. 

Three soldiers were 
wounded during the fight- 
ing, it added. 

The ministry also said in 
the statement that the Sri 
Lankan navy had detected 
a rebel flotilla off north- 
eastern Mullaitivu and 
attacked iL sinking one 
boat and damaging three 
others. 

There were no imme diate 
comments from the LTTE 
on the latest fighting and 


no independent confirma- 
tion of events was possible 
as journalists are not 
allowed to visit the battle 
zone. 

The government in June 
slapped censorship on war 
reporting after the military 
stepped up its campaign to 
wrest control of a key 
northern high way. 

The LTTE rebels have 
been fighting for a separate 
homeland in Sri Lanka’s 
north and east since 1983, 
accusing the Sinhalese 
majority of oppressing the 
Tamil minority. 




Picasso ‘Nude’ sells for $1 1 million; 
auction nets $212 million 

YORK (AP) — A 
^ casso painting of 

L ^ i Qa ^ e d mistress in a 
’ Jfondscape setting, which 
foing in the National 
Gallft-if i>f Am ~ 
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ui tne iNaoonai 
Gallery of Art for a decade, 
Sold far 'Si I million, taking 
jk total of a two-day 
JJtbeby’s art auction to 
12 million. 

Anodwr big hit at 
today's, -sale was a 
Kichard Diebenkom paim- 
j?& which sold for $4 mil- 
double its pre-sale 
^dmate and a record for 
^‘artist. 

‘the success 


- ■ *•! ! „the success 

u* V TC B?cted the quality of the 

7 | ff J ^orks ” . said 


offered,’*: said 

4 5 senior vice presi- 

^Matthew Weigman, 
i“ . - Tp®-. . Diebenkom was 

beautiful paint- 


artist's mistress. Femande 
Olivier, barely draped m a 
doth and standing against a 
distant mountain range. It 
had been valued before the 
sale at $10 million to 515 
million. 

Diebenkom’s “Horizon- 
Ocean View," a bright yel- 
low and blue landscape, 
was the last work from a 
Reader’s Digest collection 
that was mostly auctioned 

Monday. , . 

The auction house also 
sold pieces by Jasper Johns 
and Robert Rauschenberg 
as part of a contemporary 
modern and Impressionist 

art sale. drawing 

^.dforwSoO.3 

record auction priK for one 

of his drawings. It had been 

estimated at up to 

S700 000 The previous 

S for a Johns drawing 

was $880,000. 


The sales, pan of a busy 
art auction season, came a 
day after Sotheby's sold the 
heart of one of the world's 
premier corporate an col- 
lections, amassed by 
Reader's Digest co-founder 
Lila Acheson Wallace. The 
37 works, expected to sell 
for between $70 million 
and $100 million, went for 
$94.5 million, including 
several works sold Tuesday. 

At Tuesday’s sale. 27 
pieces came from the 
Morton C. Neumann family 
collection, which sold for 
$17.6 million, in line with a 
pre-sale estimate of S16 
million to S23 million. 

Neumann, a Chicago 
industrialisu was a self- 
taught collector of fine an 
with his wife. He died a 
decade ago, and she died 
recently. 

There were some disap- 
pointments Tuesday nighL 


Johns* 1 958 work “White 
Numbers." rows and 
columns of the numbers 
zero through nine in wax 
and oil, was expected to 
fetch up to $9 million but 
failed to sell. 

So did Jackson Pollock's 
1950 painting “Fireworks," 
bursts of red. silver, yellow 
and green on a black back- 
ground, which was estimat- 
ed at up to S2.5 million. 

Of 246 Impressionist and 
modern works for auction 
earlier Tuesday. 70 failed to 
sell, and the rest brought in 
S3 1 .7 million. The 246 
works had been expected to 
draw about $39 million. 

The Sotheby's sale prices 
include buyer’s premiums 
— 15 per cent of the ham- 
mer price up to S50.000 and 
10 per cent thereafter. The 
identities of the buyers 
were not immediately avail- 
able. 


Indonesian students back 
on the streets for protests 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Thousands of Indonesian 
students took to the streets 
in at least eight cities 
Wednesday to mourn vic- 
tims of clashes with securi- 
ty forces and launch new 
calls for reform, witnesses 
said. 

In Jakarta, 500 students 
on 15 buses negotiated for 
hours with hundreds of 
police and soldiers on guard 
near parliament, where leg- 
islators resumed a meeting 
to debate political bills. 

Other demonstrations 
were held in the capiral, and 
in cities including Solo, 
Yogyakarta and Padang. 

Outside parliament, stu- 
dents stuck papers on the 
shields of anti-riot police at 
the front of the security bar- 
rage. Slogans on the stick- 
ers questioned subversion 
accusations against opposi- 
tion leaders who have been 
interrogated by police. 

Three rows of anti-riot 
police blocked the wide 
avenue leading to parlia- 
ment. Behind them stood 
hundreds of anti-riot troops, 
some 30 military police and 


more than 100 marines. 

Indonesia had seen rela- 
tive calm since several days 
clashes in Jakarta last week 
which left 16 people dead 
and more than 400 injured. 
Tuesday was a Muslim pub- 
lic holiday. 

President B J. Habibie has 
accused unnamed groups of 
“subversion" that led to the 
clashes. 

Students and opposition 
figures have in turn called 
for military chief General 
Wiranto to resign over the 
deaths. 

The students were finally 
allowed to approach the 
from gate of the parliament 
where some 20 representa- 
tives laid wreaths, before 
they joined 4.000 students 
gathered at the Atma Java 
Catholic University, the 
scene of violent clashes last 
Friday night. 

Some 300 students who 
marched from a roundabout 
in central Jakarta, arrived at 
Atma Jaya with some 1.700 
other students and people 
who had joined them on the 
three kilometres route. 

In Solo, Central Java, 


thousands of srudents, 
joi ned by supporters 

marched from two campus- 
es to the local military 
headquarters to protest vio- 
lence by troops in Jakarta, 
said Fathon, a local member 
of the United Development 
Party (PPP). 

A Solo police official said 
there were around 5,000 
demonstrators but no inci- 
dents had been reported. 

According to the PPP 
official around 300 party 
members and hundreds 
more from the Indonesian 
Democracy Party ( PD1) 
were helping to keep order 
and prevent a recurrence of 
troubles in May. 

Riots in Solo in May. fol- 
lowing the shooting of four 
students in Jakarta, left the 
city centre devastated with 
hundreds of buildings set 
on fire and looted. 

In Yogyakarta, southwest 
of Solo, hundreds of stu- 
dents marched to the state 
Radio Republik Indonesia 
station to demand that it 
broadcast their call for 
Wiranto to resign. 

“They also demanded that 


former President Suharto be 
taken to court on corruption 
charges," a staff member of 
the Indonesian Legal Aid 
Institute in the city told 
AFP. He said security 
forces were letting the 
protests go ahead. 

In Padang. West Sumatra, 
some 600 students protest- 
ed in front of the local mili- 
tary headquarters while 
another 400 occupied 
Tabing airport, waiting for 
local assembly speaker Nur 
Bachri Parauncak, a resi- 
dent said. 

Pamuncak. who was to 
leave on a flight to Medan. 
North Sumatra, was held by 
students who gave him a 
petition demanding the leg- 
islature oust the military 
from politics and dismiss 
Wiranto. 

Student rallies to air simi- 
lar grievances were held in 
the South Sulawesi capital 
of Ujungpandang. Palu in 
Central Sulawesi. 

Pontianak in West 
Kalimantan and in 
Surabaya, East Java, offices 
of the Indonesian Legal Aid 
Institute said. 


Ranariddh back for 
government talks 


Malaysia, U.S. seek 
to limit differences 
over Gore comments 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Deposed Cambodian co- 
Premier Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh returned to 
Phnom Penh Wednesday to 
begin working out the 
details of a new government 
with his former arch-rival, 
premier Hun Sen. 

Ranariddh agreed last 
week to form a new coali- 
tion with Hun Sen. breaking 
more than three months of 
deadlock over Hun Sen’s 
win in the contested July 
election. 

Ranariddh said he was 
meeting with his top party 
officials later Wednesday to 
prepare for the beginning of 
talks the next day between 
his FUNCINPEC party and 
Hun Sen's ruling 
Cambodian People's Party 
(CPP). 

The two leaders agreed 
that as part of their coalition 
deal, the constitution would 
be amended to form a 
Senate. 

Another key element of 
the accord was Hun Sen’s 
approval of royal pardons 
for five of his opponents 
convicted of various securi- 
ty crimes, including two 
members of the royal family 
and two top generals loyal 
to Ranariddh. 

“Today I will finalise... 
our draft, our proposals on. 
one, the political platform 
for the new government, 
second the bilateral rela- 
tions between the parties 
and thirdly, about the 
Senate," Ranariddh told 
reporters upon his return 
from a brief private visit to 
Bangkok. 

“Tomorrow the talks will 
begin on a bilateral basis 
between representatives 
from FUNCINPEC and rep- 
resentatives from the CPP." 
Ranariddh said he would 
meet Hun Sen next week. 
The prince said he was still 
considering a proposal from 
Hun Sen on the division of 
government portfolios. 

Ranariddh said Hun Sen 


SEOUL (AFP)— US. special envoy 
Charles Kartman was due back in 
South Korea Wednesday after crucial 
negotiations on opening Pyongyang's 
suspect underground facilities to 
nuclear inspectors, officials said. 

Kartman was io return to Seoul late 
Wednesday on a special military 
flight finom North Korea, ahead of 
US. President Bill Clinton’s arrival 
here for a visit likely to be dominated 
by concerns over the Nath's nuclear 
programme. 

fie left Pyongyang earlier in the 
day after discussions with Noth 
Korean Vice Foreign Minister Kim 
Kye-Gwan about “outstanding 
issues” between die two nations, 
Pyongyang's official Korean Central 
News Agency said. 

The special envoy for Korean 


had suggested the interior 
and defence ministries be 
shared by co-ministers from 
the two parties. FUNCIN- 
PEC would get the informa- 
tion and justice posts and 
the CPP the finance and for- 
eign affairs portfolios. Other 
jobs would be shared out 
.between them under the 
plan. 

Ranariddh said the pro- 
posal was supported by his 
father. King Norodom 
Sihanouk, who helped bro- 
ker last week's agreement. 

Ranariddh said he thought 
the powers of the new 
Senate should be limited to 
scrutinising legislation 
passed by the lower house, 
the National Assembly. 

Under last week's agree- 
ment. Ranariddh would 
become president, or speak- 
er. of the National 
Assembly. The president of 
Hun Sen's CPP, Chea Sim. 
the speaker of the old 
assembly, would chair the 
new Senate. 

Chea Sim also would 
serve as acting head of state 
when the king is abroad — a 
duty that formerly fell to the 
assembly president 

Ranariddh said his top 
military man. General 
Nhiek Bun Chhay. one of 
the five to be pardoned 
under the coalition agree- 
ment would not be reinstat- 
ed as deputy armed forces 
chief of staff, but his troops 
would be reintegrated into 
the government army. 

Nhiek Bun Chhay sided 
with Ranariddh when Hun 
Sen ousted the prince in a 
bloody coup in July last 
year. He is based in an 
opposition enclave on the 
border with Thailand. 

Ranariddh said opposition 
forces reintegrated quickly. 
He said he also wanted to 
see the speedy return of tens 
of thousands of refugees 
who fled to Thailand last 
year to escape factional 
fighting in the wake of Hun 
Sen’s coup. 


affairs had been in the hermit stare for 
three days of negotiations on winning 
access to underground sires which 
US. officials fear are being used to 
develop nuclear weapons. 

But the North Korean news agency 
did not give any clue as to the talks 
agenda, nor whether progress had 
been made narrowing differences 
over the LIS. request for inspections. 

.And officials here were tight-lipped 
about Ins schedule, saying only' that 
he would not be meeting the press 
during the remainder of his stay in 
Seoul Some reports said be would 
travel to Tokyo Thursday to brief 
Clinton. 

In Seoul Kartman will brief 
.Assistant Foreign Minister Choi 
Sung-Hong Thursday on his trip and 
will “exchange views on policy coor- 


KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia 
(AP) — Malaysian and U.S. 
officials sought Wednesday to 
limit a diplomatic furore set 
off by Vice President AI 
Gore’s declaration of support 
for Malaysian dissidents. 

Asked if he had made up 
with Gore during the Asia- 
Pacific Economic 

Cooperation summit Prime 
Minister Mahathir 

Mohammad replied; “Made 
up? 1 don’t know of any differ- 
ences. I'm not aware of any- 
thing" U.S. officials also 
rejected ■ suggestions that 
Gore's comments had distract- 
ed the APEC summit from 
dealing with Asia's serious 
economic crisis. 

During informal socialising 
during the summit Gore and 
Mahathir chatted and smiled 
as they walked together. 

Mahathir told reporters they 
did not discuss Gore's remarks 
and that “there’s no change in 
relations between the U.S. and 
Malaysia.” 

The attempt at minimising 
the rift contrasted sharply with 
comments by Malaysian offi- 
cials a day earlier and in local 
newspapers Wednesday. 

Gore infuriated Malaysian 
leaders earlier in the week 
when be sympathised with the 
*1>rave people of Malaysia” 
who are part of a growing 
street protest movement that is 
calling fee an end to 
Mahathir’s 17-year rule. 

Malaysia’s trade minister, 
Rafidah Aziz, called the 
speech “the most disgusting ... 
I've ever heard in my life” 

Malaysian newspapers bris- 
tled with editorials condemn- 
ing Gore. Many had front- 
page stories highlighting criti- 
cism of Gore's remarks. “Al 
Gored" read the headline in 
The Star's story. 

The New Straits Times car- : 
ried nearly a dozen angry arti- 
cles. 

“The world community is all 
too familiar with the U.S.’ 


dination," South Koran officials said 

The envoy held three rounds of 
talks with Kim Gye-Kwan, during 
which he "strongly demanded access 
to the undegtound facilities," 1 an offi- 
cial here said 

Tensions between Washington and 
Pyongyang over the issue are mount- 
ing. prompting expens to warn that a 
new Korean nuclear crisis could erupt 
unless Washington wins the inspec- 
tion access it requires to allay suspi- 
cions. 

"We ll have to see how the United 
Stares will react, but my worry is that 
if Kartman foils ro get North Korea's 
agreement for some sort of regular 
wide-ranging inspections of the sites, 
we could see a major new criss," said 
a diplomatic soiree who requested 
anonymity. 


double standards in its self- 
appointed role of global super- 
cop,” the Times said in an edi- 
torial. 

Noordin Sopiee, the head of 
the Institute of Strategic and 
Internationa] Studies, a think- 
tank, took out a full page 
advertisement in the newspa- 
per calling .Gore crass and 
ignorant. 

“Mr. Gore should not only 
have left the meeting room 
immediately after insuhing us. 
He should have got on the 
plane and left the country ” it 
said 

A cartoon published by the 
New Straits Times showed 
Gore shouting “Democracy!” 
and then being asked by a bell- 
hop to sign the bill for dozens 
of hotel rooms cancelled by 
rhe U.S. delegation after U.S. 
President Bill Clinton decided 
not to visit because of the Iraqi 
crisis. 

Gore's remarks were 
prompted by the arrest of 
Mahathir's former deputy 
prime minister, .Anwar 
Ibrahim, on Sept. 20. and his 
alleged beating while in police 
custody. 

Anwar is standing trial on 10 
charges of corruption and sex- 
ual misconduct allegations he 
denies and calls trumped up to 
undermine his challenge to 
Mahathir. 

The youth wing of 
Malaysia’s governing coali- 
tion accused the United States 
Wednesday of trying to desta- 
bilise the government and 
lodged a formal complaint at 
the U.S. Embassy. 

“We cannot accept such a 
blatant insult to the Malaysian 
nation,” said the complaint 
signed by leaders of the five 
main youth divisions of the 
governing National From 
coalition. 

The note also objected to a 
meeting Sunday between U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright and Anwar’s wife, 
Azizah Ismail. 

S. Korea 


US. surveillance images spotted a 
new underground facility- Iccaied near 
the centrepiece of its supposedly 
frozen nuclear programme, shut 
down under a key 1994 accord which 
some U.S. officials say averted a pos- 
sible conflict here. 

The North has repeatedly said it 
will not allow access to the sites, but 

has also said font if the United States 
wants to inspect the area, it must pay 
“compensation" to Pyongyang for 
making "slanderous allegations" 
against it US. Secretary of State 
Madeleine AJbnghi has expressed 
"great concern" over the develop- 
ments. while other officials have 
warned drat North Kora’s refusal to 
allow inspectors into the underground 
complex could threaten the 1994 
accord between the two countries. 


U.S. special envoy due back in 
after crucial talks with North 
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Lack of trust 
hinders peace 

THE ISRAELI decision, after the latest war of 
words with the Palestinians, to resame troop 
pullbacks in accordance with the Wye River 
accord and comply with the terms of the agree- 
ment is, of course, welcome news. That the 
treaty should have been derailed so easily is, 
however, ominous. 

It is now eight years since the Oslo accords, 
and if anything, it is obvious that peace does 
not come easily. It seems, therefore, to be 
rather extreme on behalf of the Israeli leader- 
ship. not only to postpone the agreement on the 
back of certain remarks made by President 
Arafat, but to go as far as encourage settlers to 
grab land and build on it, as Foreign Minister 
Ariel Sharon did Monday. 

Arafat’s frustration must be understandable 
to an Israeli leadership which has done every- 
thing in its power to foster discontent within 
PNA-controIIed areas, while at the same time 
making it increasingly difficult for the PNA to 
justify its tough measures against its own popu- 
lation. That Arafat must make concessions to 
public Palestinian opinion in the same way that 
Netanyahu must make concessions to his right- 
wing partners is only a part of the political 
game that is played on both sides. Reactions to 
such political game-play should then be suitably, 
muted and even sympathetic. 

The bottom-line is, and always was, how com- 
mitted both parties, but mostly Israel, are to a 
secure and lasting peace. It is simply not good 
enough, nor dignified enough, to fly off the han- 
dle whenever a remark is made that does not 
suit this party or that When peoples’ lives and 
livelihoods are at stake, acting like children in a 
kindergarten is inexcusable. 

The U.S. role in trying to promote peace and 
the pressure applied on both sides to maintain 
the momentum gained after Wye is telling and 
shows the importance Washington attaches to 
reaching a settlement But President Clinton 
must also be aware of Arab perception of 
American double standards. If any transgres- 
sion by Israel is merely met with a rap over the 
fingers, while others (lately Iraq) are confront- 
ed by the combined military might of both the 
U.S. and Britain, then perceptions of double 
standards will linger rather than any notion 
that the U.S. is committed to finding a fair solu- 
tion. This too will hinder progress. 

AH sides must publicly and privately, show- 
absolute commitment and determination to go 
through with not just the Wye River accord, but 
any previous and subsequent agreements, to 
build a basis of trust from which to enter into 
final status talks. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A1 Dustour's Mazen Saket commented on the reason 
behind the failure of the political ponies in Jordan. 
Saket took as an example a workshop organised by the 
Jordan Centre for Research and Information on the 
issue. Saket said all participants agreed that the politi- 
cal parties in Jordan have failed. He argued against the 
suggestion, made by one participant, that poverty and 
unemployment are among the major reasons for this 
failure. Those exact problems should be the incentive 
for Jordanians to form political institutions that may- 
lead to solutions to those problems. Saket charged that 
the most important reason is the slowing of the democ- 
ratic process in the country, mostly due To the Gulf war. 
the collapse of the former Soviet Union and the peace 
treaty between the Palestinian National Authority. 
Israel and Jordan. 

A! RaTs Fahed Fanek said any military' action against 
Iraq would be indicative of a continuation of the geno- 
cide practised against the Arab people and proof of the 
double standards The world community adopts vis-a-vis 
Israel. The United States says it is trying to protect 
Iraq's neighbours, even if it is unsolicited, and claims it 
is acting in the name of the Security Council, yet does 
not wait for resolutions permitting it to do so, said 
Fanek. What is more hypocritical, said Fanek. is that 
Washington wants to eliminate Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction by using weapons of mass destruction. 
Clinton wants to make important decisions in order to 
restore his image after the Lewinsky affair, and Iraq is 
an easy target, alleged Fanek. If the U.S. strikes Iraq. 
Jordan's economy will be hurt, because Jordan takes its 
oil from Iraq for free, and the trade volume between the 
two countries is around 24 per cent. Americans should 
take Jordan's interests — Iraq’s neighbour — into con- 
sideration. 
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On the benefits of peace 


INCREASINGLY SINCE the signing of the Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty in Wadi Araba four years ago. but more so recently, 
some (at times innocently, at times maliciously) have been rais- 
ing questions regarding the benefits, or “rewards" (as they 
choose to call it), of peace for Jordan. What has Jordan gained 
since the signing of the said peace deal with Israel? The implied 
answer to this question — which is almost always posed rhetor- 
ically and sceptically — is that Jordan bas either gained very lit- 
tle. or nothing at all. As if Jordan were so naive and gullible. 

Fust of all.There Is — be the intention behind raising the ques- 
tion well or ilJ — something remarkably false about the very 
question itself? What do we mean when we ask about the bene- 
fits of peace — in the case of Jordan or others in the region? The 
benefits or rewards of peace are — guess what? — peace itself. 
Peace means end of conflict, end of tension, end of human suf- 
fering, end of violence, end of insecurity and instability, end of 
timewasting and of resources. Peace means living and letting 
live, the channelling and re -channelling of human efforts away 
from destruction to construction. Peace means the decision to 
resort to dialogue in solving problems, claiming rights and nego- 
tiating differences. Are not these rewards or benefits themselves 
sufficient? I believe that they are. Why some people choose to 
ignore them is beyond me. 

Though I am not as old as some of my readers may think. I 
have witnessed first-hand one Arab-Israeli war and one unfortu- 
nate civil war. Even though I was a child in both, f was old 
enough to realise many of the implications, and witness many of 
the tragedies, of the wo unfortunate events. And I have one 
word, and one word only, to describe both wars: ugly. I mean 
ugly, not in a perversely romantic or heroic way (as in the case of 
Hollywood movies which glorify and romanticise war while 
condemning it h but in a bitter, sickening and nauseating way (as 
in the case of a repulsive experience which you have been 
through and never want to even remember). The end to bad 
news, believe you me, is good news. 

Secondly, however, the answer to the question about the 
rewards of peace to Jordan is self-evident, and all too obvious. It 
is an answer provided by no other than — guess? — Jordan, 
which itself knows whar is best for it and which itself negotiated 
the terms of the agreement and witnessed its implementation. 
The Jordanian answer boils down to the simple fort that Jordan 
restored all (yes all ) of its rights. It got its boudos demarcated and 
internationally recognised, it got back its occupied territories, it 


got back access to its water resources, etc. Whai is wrong with 
this? Should Jordan ask for something which is not its own? 
Since Egypt signed its bilateral historic agreement with Israel in 
1 977. it has become crystal clear that while the Arab brethren all 
support each other morally (what one may call moral collec- 
tivism). each Arab country opted, has been compiled. exjKcted 
called upon (call it what you wish) to negotiate its demands from 
Israel individually, Jordan acted upon this premise (that of bilat- 
eralism) whose foundation was laid in 1977. So where has 
Jordan gone wrong? Moreover, the cooperation agreements 
which Jordan signed with both Israel and the Palestinians are not 
to be disparaged in any way: if they do not bear immediate fruit 
at this point in time, they will in the future. Furthermore. Jordan 
is in a position now (i.e. that it is at least on speaking terms with 
Israel) to help other brethren whenever its help is called for. His 
Majesty intervened in Hebron, in the nick of time, and helped the 
Palestinians and Israelis reach an agreement: he intervened at 
Wye. in the nick of time also, and helped them reach another 
agreement. 

Most, however, who raise sceptical questions about the value 
of peace with Israel have economics in mind. Economically, the 
argument goes. Jordan did not benefit much since the signing of 
the peace agreement with Israel. Well, the first tiring that needs to 
be stressed here is that such an assumption may not be true at all. 
Suffice it to say, char prior and following the peace agreement, 
Jordan did a lot of soul-searching, economically speaking, and a 
lot of assessment of its strengths and weaknesses. While dramat- 
ic economic results may not have happened (how can there be 
dramatic results for economies overnight?), much has happened 
by way of preparing for what is to come. 

Economies cannot develop and thrive until and unless an envi- 
ronment congenial to economic growth and prosperity is created 
first The years following the peace treaty with Israel have wit- 
nessed tremendous strides in this respect Economic reform has 
become a priority for the country. 

And much has happened at this level. The image (which many 
of the cynics, the sceptics and the hypocrites seem lobe guilty of) 
that, upon the signing of peace with IsraeL the Arab World will 
revel in milk and honey is at best a figment of the imagination. 
Milk and honey cannot be obtained easily. 

But — more importantly — who says that economic rewards 
are a direct automatic result of peace? One does assume, of 
course, that once war is over, countries of the Middle East will 
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Lahoud’s new broom 


MRSad al Khouri 


THE INAUGURATION next week of 
General Emile Lahoud as Lebanon's new 
president is a cause for cheer Not so much 
because the incumbent President Elias 
Hrawi did not do a good job — as he put it 
when he took over, there was practically no 
country. The Hrawi regime's first few years 
were marked by more or less successful cri- 
sis management followed by another few 
years of economic rebound. Unfortunately, 
for both internal and external reasons, the 
final Hrawi years were not happy ones eco- 
nomically. However, what we are looking at 
now is the possibility of a new broom that 
will clean up the Lebanese system and 
allow sustainable growth to take place. 

The fact is that the new- president w ill be 
coming in at a difficult lime economically . 
This is not so much true for the country — 
though true it is — as for the world's emerg- 
ing markets The crises in East Asia and 
elsewhere have led to a drop in demand for 
oil and other raw materials sold bv the .Arab 
World. 

This in turn has made it more difficult for 
the latter — Lebanon's best customer — to 
buy Lebanese goods and services or to 
invest in Lebanon. In addition, the 
Lebanese working in other Arab countries 
and sending money home will also be poor- 
er. 

Unfortunately, the current world crunch 
came jus: when Beirut was starting to attract 
the attention nf international investors as an 
emerging market. 

Meanwhile, sister markets in many other 
parts of the world were not so much emerg- 
ing as submerging. The case of Malaysia is 
particularly sad: until the early summer of 
1997. investing in Kuala Lumpur was the 
thing to do. A year or so later, the Malaysian 
economy is in the soup: the government has 
imposed draconian measures, including 
controls on foreign capital flows: and it is 
being stressed that Malaysia has no inten- 
tion of removing these for the time being. 
As Kuala Lumpur's economic policymak- 
ers uy to clamp down on the economy, they 


may end up suffocating it instead. 

Is there a lesson in this for Lebanon? 
Happily, the financial contagion that 
gripped Malaysia and some of its neigh- 
bours doesn't look like it will make it to 
Beirut. Nevertheless, even if Lebanon 
slumps in 1999. the new leadership should 
stay away from drastic economic and finan- 
cial controls. This wouldn't normally be the 
son of advice that the Lebanese need, but 
the combination of the rise of new rules 
internationally, which lend towards less 
economic freedom, with the coming lo 
power of a new president who doesn't have 
roots in the private sector could he tricky. 
Now that the international conventional 
wisdom is no longer the pursuit of laissez 
fuirc. it could be easier for a man like 
Lahoud to contemplate imposing controls 
in worsening economic times. Whatever 
other changes arc introduced in the next few 
years. I hope that economic dirigisme is not 
»mic of them. If there is n bad slump in 
Lebanon soon, my advice to the new 
regime is to go as fur as possible lo preserv e 
economic freedom. Without this. Beirut 
may become another Kuala Lumpur. 
Keeping a free economic system is in the 
long run the best guarantee for local and 
international investors in Lebanon. 

.Another pessimistic scenario for Lebanon 
could involve singing that ThinJ World 
favourite. "The Debtor Blues." The same 
sad lament is being heard these days in cap- 
itals as diverse as Moscow. Tegucigalpa, 
and Amman — to name but a few — as 
more economic policymakers in the poorer 
parts of the world bewail their countries' 
debtor status. Having borrowed too much 
and then inexorably misspent it. many 
economies are left saddled with massive 
debts. Though this has been the ease for 
some time, the difference now Ls that the 
deflating global economy and shrinking 
export markets mean thar these debtors will 
have a tougher job trying to get out nf die 
trough. In the case of the Russians. 
Hondurans, Jordanians, and some others. 


debt relief and aid are being demanded. 

For Honduras, this may be understand- 
able in view of the disastrous hurricane that 
struck die country recently. Without signifi- 
cant relief from debt, the damage wrought 
on some small Central .American countries 
is going to be hard to handle economically. 
So Eumprans and others have announced 
that the Hondurans would have their debts 
forgiven, and the U.S. has also come 
through with more aid 

Meanwhile, back in sunny Amman, no 
liigh winds are being reported. However, 
having failed to grow over the past few 
years. Jordan finds itself still unable to 
repay old debts, despite a lengthy period of 
IMF structural reform. 

Jordanian diplomatic support of the 
Middle East peace process might mean a 
positive response to some requests for help 
with foreign debt. Nevertheless, despite 
some favourable signs here and there, tire 
Kingdom's finances don't look good 

Could Lebanon be moving down a simi- 
lar path? Lebanese growth prospects arc 
weaker now than they have been since 
1991, and simultaneously the country's 
externa) debt is starting to pile up. The dan- 
ger now is that 1999 will see Lebanese eco- 
nomic policymakers trying to borrow their 
way out of a slump while corruption and 
economic mismanagement continue. As the 
examples of Jordan and others show, inter- 
national borrowing without using funds 
effectively means that repayment is going 
to be difficult. The lesson for the new 
Lebanese president should thus be clean as 
far as possible within the present free eco- 
nomic system, clean up the administration 
and don't indulge in more foreign borrow- 
ing. Otherwise, Lebanon will end up 
singing the same lament as emerging mar- 
kets which are no longer emerging and sov- 
ereign debtors who arc looking distinctly 
less sovereign. 


embark on the process of economy building aad<fcvekjpn^ 
But the cessation of hostilities and the signing cf peaceag™ 
meats do not necessarily create strong ecoitomies. -. 
Economy building is a process which takes time ^ 

The creation of strong economies is, to a large 
dent on the creation of the congenial environmati ^ ^^ M|l 
mentation of economic reform plans just spobBn.q^^BSJK 
all countries in the region (excluding Israel 
peculiar case) is a developing country. Ir is 
limited resources. And it is a country which hasi£|||3p § Mg 
obstacles and challenges, as well as the cfaallei^^ Sp ^ 
it shares with other countries in the region and 
Jordanian economy will not do well unless thKAp fiSM g 
impediments standing in the way (red tape, lack b^ ^^ K 
planning, shortage of funds, absence of correct 
tudes. etc.) are addressed and effectively 1 

Jordan has done a lot. positively, it bas to waftsorae i5n||gB£ 
its reform plans and investment projects begin 
Jordan, however, is wftakme island in 
a Middle Eastern country. Its own economy, as 
merit environment, is unavoidably affected (andin aantiaplgj 
by the economies of its neighbours and the overall tinvaciigfcn 
in the region. ' : 

I. like many, have heard it from more than-cne ecoixnfr 
expert: unless the overall environment in the Mkkfle Has 
becomes conducive to investment and economic growth (ad 
overall peace in the region appears to be a 'prerequisite), tie 
economy of the country will not drastically change. Who woukj 
put millions or billions in any individual Middle Eastern coraarv 
(Jordan included), if he/she feels that peace is for from complete 
in the region? Investors invest to gain more money, not to lost 
Instability and investment do not go together: Unless peace is 
overall, I do not think we will see huge investments in the regkia 
Bui those who speak of the benefits or rewards, of peace scep- 
tically must remember that the peace process is not over yet if 
we believe that all countries in the region are inevitably affected 
by the overall Middle Eastern environment and they all indeed 
are. then we cannot judge the effect of peace on foe countries in 
the region unless and until peace is achieved There is no peace, 
yet, in the Middle East today — Le. full, firm, overall peace. 

To the cynics and the sceptics, we therefore say: hold your 
horses; do not be guilty of confused premonitions. We Middle 
Easterner are less than half-way through with peacemaking, 
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A haunting 
question 


IN THE summer of 1993 I 
had the unique privilege of 
being foe first Palestinian , 
journalist to interview an 
Israeli prime minister. During 
the one hour exclusive iriter-“ 
view I was granted with 
Yitshak Rabin I asked him a 
question that has been haunt- 
ing me. At that time Israel had 
not recognised the PLO. the 
memorandum of understand- 
ing had not been signed and 
the Cairo and Taba agree- 
ments were not reached. 

Now. after the Israeli gov- 
ernment and Knesset has 
approved the Wye agreement 
the circle has been completed. 
Both the centre-left and the 
centre-right of the Israeli 
political map have come to 
terms with Palestinian nation- 
alism and have recognised 
that there is no choice but to 
deal with the national repre- 
sentatives of the Palestinian 
people. Such a recognition 
ought to have produced its 
logical conclusion — namely 
a recognition of the national 
righis of Palestinians. 

The question which haunted 
me in 1993. and still haunts 
me today, has to do with the 
Israeli perception of the future 
of the Palestinians. I asked 
Rabin what he envisioned as 
the future status of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip in 15 
years. The reason I asked this 
question is that I felt then, as I 
do till this day. that Israelis 
have not given this issue 
enough thought Israeli papers 
might have a high percentage 
readership among its popula- 
tion. Think-tanks and strate- 
gic centres abound, the 
Knesset debates all kinds of 
issues and the press is free and 
open. But very few Israelis 
have given this issue much 
deep thought and analysis. 
And I think that the sooner 
they do, the better for all of us 
in foe region. To be sure, the 
choices are not limitless. 
Israel must agree to either 
share the power or share the 
land with Palestinians. For 
years the PLO Charter had 
preached foe gospel of shar- 
ing the power. The secular 
democratic state that PLO 
leaders envisioned was aimed 
at forging ahead with a bina- 
tional state for all its citizens. 

It is true that the PLO fumbled 
in explaining its goal. A key 
issue that the PLO never 
clearly answered was which 
Jews it wanted as citizens of 
this state. The Jews who were 
citizens of Israel ut the time of 
the charter, or the Jews of 
1948 or the Jews of the 20s 
and 30s. 

But the PLO was never 


pushed to give an imsw 
because Israel wanted a an 
, tty as Jewish .as, France w 
French and . Britain w 
British. A binational state w 
“not accepabtetolsradii 
took the PLO until 1988 1 
give up on the sharing^ 
power idea and adofTfc 
sharing of land option. 

Palestinians of foe intifed 
finally convinced the Pli 
leadership that this dream c 
sharing foe power had to bi 
dropped, because Israelis && 
n'r share it And you can'i 
force another people to ste 
your dream. On Novemta 
15. I98S foe Pales® 
National Council accepted rt* 
U.N. partition plan by issuinj 
a declaration of indepea 
dence. The Palestine 
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UN. partition plan by issuin: By Tim K udford 

a declaration of indepffi-„ 

dence. The paies ?^ il 2Ll^ H 10- 

Declaration of IndepemfcaS’MkJJ m a cum* f j t » h , 

looked for the d h In . 

Palestinian state mjd! . r ^ . 

Israel and not in its place ■ fecnupiino llf h • c 

This week, ten years ™? 
the other half of Israel seenb ; ^B« tten jf ^ JS” 1 ? 1 

to have come grudgingly ' >■ fin a ^ ‘ ^ 

thf» nntnf nf .n^centine tkS^foar. " ‘ -e Cliu id thir 


foe point of accepting ** ‘ e forc 

Israel can't keep its sanity jXM be enouoh ki, r . 

continue to control ’ ^."ffoeboc 

people and their land by in 

£ry force. When I 

Rabin about his visicwi of ti* ^^docnirvJ lllI | H 

future of foe West Bank ;*r<n ,, u ' l5 >u 

Gaza, he brushed my quesoon a su 7£' ■ ' fen indesSfe* 

aside by saying something J^pfoce ^ j! 7 1 “J 
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die effect that Ms 

would be some type of ent»} A^jnu • focn. 
connected to Jordan. -Jfii an a%v 
That Jordan option 


failed Both Laboor ^ >j, j, i: ; V= .. 
Likud havegivoi upon « [a0 ^ 
of course Jordanians ^ 

Palestinians have 
accepted that Israel 
dictate their relationsfop- & ^ 
we are back to square o®- .’«ob fo h/t 
ftlestinians know exW) '• 

what they want — to be fr* j 

What form this 

going to take is less iinprt^ ^ 

Many Palestinians ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Israelis for a .simple 
— either many ns or d't** S 
us. Meaning, either 
Palestinians and Isaof V 


Palestine be aiiowea 
alongside Israel. 

nnlinn tirralM hp thfi COnfo® 3- . 1 h. j ^ .. . 1 E 


option would be the 
Uon of 

situation. And this is » anus tgy 

acceptable. n . ^ Un *ler«P tors ' Druos 

Now that foe v '^> pSn!^ 

memorandum has beefflj* . and beJLJ? 

legal document approved by . 

tivesofthc sBterfto* 1 ^ - 

harder issues ™U 1 

tackled Permanent 

talks can mm out to lnS,\ 0,Un *« 
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to this question 
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A grand event to end the week 


Ibrahim Shah&da, Arab Thought Forum 
Secretary General Dr. AliAniga, and Dr. 
Ulrich l&gf :(fkm elsewhere) MacBride 
Round table Secretary General Sean 
O’Siochru. President of the Massmedb 
Institute in Tunisia Dr Mousxapha Mas- 
moudL Director of the Centre for Com- 
munication and Human Rights in Hol- 
haul Dr. Cees Hamtink, former Minister 
t > (Information and Telecomnnaiicadon in 
Belgium Dr Ban Cammaerts. and writer 
and author and former Ambassador if 
France to Tunisia and Turkey Eric 
Rouleau , among others. A reception 
sponsored by die giant auditing and 
accounting firm cf Price-Wi terhouse 
Coopers will be held Monday evening, 
and on Tuesday Jordon Radio and Tele- 
vision Corporation. 


require no coUtUeml, i.mly group guaran- 
tees and comnuarhy suppon. Attending 
last nights event h ere several diplomats 
from donor countries, particularly the 
US and Canada, who have been 
imvlved in the cwhition of micro lending 
concept in Jordan. To date. iheJondanian 
Wwnwii Development Society has grant- 
ed loans to 5,000 women. 
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Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, and 
princess Sarvath welcome German President Roman Herzog and his 
wife Christiane to Tuesday's dinner banquet held in honour of the 
Herzogs at Basman Palace (photo by Boghos) 


THE BIG event last night hot the reception hosted by 
GemmPreskktu Raman Herpg and his wfe Chris- 
me in honour cf Their Royal Highnesses Crown 
Pmx Hasson, the Regent, and Princess Sanwh. 
Nearly a thousand guests crowded the Grand BaU- 
room vf the Rattisson SAS Hotel, and even Mr. Her&g, 
vJo^xxl to make a few rEmaTh,naed that the large 
tumosevas testimony to the outstanding ties between 
JonkmandGermany The Crown Prince and Princess 
Sarvath hot accompanied by HRH Princess Basma 
and her husband Vidid Kurdi, TRH Prince A bdullah 
Ben Hussein and Princess Rama Abdullah. HRH 
Princes Sumayq Bint Al Hasson and her husband 
Nasser Judeh, our information minister, and TRH 
Pimec AR Ben Nayefand Princess Wijdan AIL Wel- 
coming die guests were Ambassador Peter Mende and 
ha wfeMargrei. Mr. Her&g told the gathering that 
wwoulddo all it can to help Jordan realise the 
Tad prosperity a has long sought. The German 
and Ms large accanpanying delegation end 
^risd to Jordan today, hut not before he has had a 
dme to meet, at his request, with a small group cf 
mBectuakand members of the press. With a parted 
tirmrymer toward a half days, complete with qffi- 
ad banquets, die German president was to rise this 
Bwrotjj fora 7:30 am encounter with other early 
IridsDrs Adrian Bakhh, president cfALalBayt Uni- 
iwsi () \KmdSaHbL Sector cf the Royal Institute for 



1 bsafuth Studies, Alt Mahahi professor if hisiory at 
the Bmersity tf Jordan, and Mustafa Hamameh. 
dmior <f iheCaure for Strategic Studies (a reformed 
T3& iKTita^zzF Ms wife would attest I, as well as Ad Dus- Chief Editor Dr. Nabti Sharif. Jordan Radio 
il3£ Qfaf Editor Dr. Ncffl Sharif and wrver/publish- and Television Corporation Director General 


er Rami G. Khouri. Word is that economist Dr. Fahed 
Fanek declined as he is said to keep late hours writing 
his daily column for our sister paper Al Ra 1 


VERY TIMELY: Around 100 journalists, media 
professionals and academics from Ok Eum- 
Med region will gather in Amman starting 
Monday for the fourth Jemstone Roundtable. 
Conducted this year, in cooperation with the 
Institute if Diplomacy and the MacBride 
Round table, the event will focus on the political 
and commercial threats to good journalism and 
media in the Euro-Med region. Organisers look 
at the Eastern Mediterranean and see restric- 
tive press laws and censorship {mating what 
people are rokL h the Wfca, they see advertisers 
and sponsors infiltrating and distorting the 
media's messages. The conj'enyice will seek to 
find hw to suppon and defend the role of the 
media as honest, independent reporter, the eyes 
and ears cf the people, which today, says Jem- 
stone Director m Amman Tudor Lumas, is 
“ under siege." HRH Crown Prince Has&m 
will deliver the keynote address on Monday 
morning at the Radisson SAS Hotel Presenta- 
tions over the three-day conference will include 
those of: [firm Jordan) Dr. Kamel Abu Jaber, 
president cf the Institute cf Diplomacy. Infor- 
mation Minister Nasser Judeh, Ad Dustour 


MICRO NEWS: Celebrating an anniver- 
sary, the first, is the Jordanian Vfanens 
Development Society Last night the 
NGO's Examine Director Ntieen 
Abboushi hosted a reception at the Royal 
Automobile Club, to mark one year cf 
independent operations in micro-lending. 
The organisation uuv originally estab- 
lished in VO under the administration of Saxe the Chil- 
dren, but last year a set out on its own to provide micro 
loans to underprivileged women to enable them to 
start their own micro-enterprises. Loan recipients 


CULTIVATORS: The Director cf Agri- 
cuhure at the Austrian Federal Econom- 
ic Chamber Alexander Lifka is expected 
in Jordan for a one-week visit to meet 
with officials at vuriiHts ministries other 
than agriculture ami with agricultural 
firms. On the occasion Austrian Ambas- 
sador Dr. Philipp Hiwos and Lifka have 
united associates and friends if Austria 
to a performance cf Austrian Music and 
WoUKse Chansons on Tuesday Nov. 24 
at the Al Alali Rmftnp Restaurant cf the 
Regency Palrcc Hotel. The “Austrian 
Evening " receptit n is sponsored by Aus- 
trian Airlines, Safeway, the Regency 
Place, and Jordan National for 
International Trude. 



HRH Princess Rahma Bint Hassan and her husband Ala Bataineh 
pose with the Al Ahli Dance and Song Troupe and Ahfi Club repre- 
sentatives following the troupe’s performance of Night of Joy earlier 
this month 


GOODWILL The Dunes Chib swung open its doors 
yesteniay and welcomed 40 people from .Al Hussein 



Amateur basketball players from the Al Hussein Society for the Habil- 
itation and Rehabilitation of the Physically Challenged take to the 
courts at the Dunes Club on Wednesday 


Society far the Habilitation and Rehabilitation tf the 
Physically Challenged for an open-day a Jordan’s 
newest multi-sports and social club. The event, attend- 
ed bv HRH Princess Mqjda Ra'ad, president cfAi 
Hussein Society, included a fall schedule tf 
acthities drawn up by the sports staff cf the club 
and a luncheon, according to club events coor- 
dinator Lamia Tabbaa. The Hub itself is 
designed to accommodate and service die phys- 
ically challenged. For General Manager Rtmj 
Massarweh. “it was enough to see the children s 
smiles at the end of the day. “ For Al Hussein 
Society Wre Chairperson Arrant Junta’ a, “it 
was an outing far the children that they will 
always remember" 


CIRCASSIAN TRIBUTE : bi celebration if die 
occasion if His Majesty King Hussein's birth- 
day the Al Ahli Club in association with die 
Ministry cf Culture and Youth will present the 
grand gala “ Ode to Joy " performed by the 
young Circassian talents of Al Ahli Dance and 
Song Troupe tomorrow (Friday) at 83)0 pm. at 
die Palace of Culture, Al Hussein Youth City 
The Ahli Troupe have been entertaining audi- 
ences throughout Jordan for several years and 
haw travelled to Palestine, Bahrain and the 
US to stage their special song, dance and 
story performances. The Hub’s folldore com- 
mittee has opened' its- Own home page 
( hnpXMwMLgtxHlkscm/Eurdaj/Enhypris- 


es/2493/Ahlil.hm). There is also an on-line journal 
Silver Lining, about the Circassian people and their 
culture. Ode to Joy is a tribute to King Hussein. 

**** 

CRAZY ABOUT GEORGE- In celebration cf what 
would have been American composer George Gersh- 
win's 100th birthday which falls on Sept. 26, the 
American Centre at the US Embassy . in cooperation 
with the National Musk Conservatory <f the Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation and the Martian Hotel will host 
the Gershwin Duo “Cray About George . " Nov 28 - 
Dec. 1. The Duo comprises of John Ferguson on piano 
and soprano Kathryn Magestm. Ferguson’s artistic 
development has included Jive years as Artist-in-Resi- 
dence for the State cf North Carolina where he devel- 
oped his philosophy cf grassroots arts programming. 
Magestm has demonstrated her enormous musicaUty, 
intelligence, vocal gifts, and acting ability in a wide 
variety of rdes ranging from "Zerbinena" to “Jenny” 
in Wiell “Mahoganny She has recently appeared with 
the Ra Orchestral in Italy the Mkra Radio in the 
Netherlands and the Ensemble Irucrcoruemporain a 
the Theatre De Chatelet in Paris. The concert pro- 
gramme will include a selection from the Early 
Songs/Tm Pan Alley the “Songbook," son from 
“Porgy and Bess. ” and many others. Concert time is 
83X) pm. a the Al Waha Ballroom cf the Marriott 
HoteL 

- •*, AufWedersehen 

• Jermfer Hamameh 





Scientists are slowly unlocking the mysteries of the 
hm, the mega-computer dun powers att under- 
standing. Bui what do we know about its software, 
fa mind? 

By Tim Radford 

ONE BRITISH neuroscientist would like to talk 
to a pafient in a coma. He be&eves the patient 
ought not be in a persistent vegetative state: be 
uigjht be sentient, but cruelly trapped by parai- 
jtis, by a decoupling of brain and muscle, sepa- 
rated bum the world as if imprisoned in a cube 
of glass. Birt even if the man inside that F 
body cannot Eft a finger, he could think 
Ming a finger. 

That would be enough. Bits of the 
tohifc of tije brain. So the left index f 
own place in the cerebral cortex 
sample) both Bps and the digits 
totoiTbe doctor would say, ‘If vou^ 
think about lilting vour left k 
there rasa sudden burst of < 
h* right place in the 
SOQdas tbe word yes: then,] 

*®Jes, you amid begin 
Trapped in an ati-bot- 
amfenL 

Dramatic ideas like 
ibt^mwavts. Not any 


Science a n d Techn ology 



Brain teaser 


inside someone’s brain and predict, on average, 
whether they will remember what they are now 
experiencing,” said one scientist ‘■‘Now we can 
see areas of the brain as they go about the 
process of memorisation." It is the International 
Decade of the Brain, a declared attempt to scale 
the greatest peak, map the last frontier 
stand the Instrument that 
itatesafl 
With nevf 
scientists. 


that takes a continuous jumbled traffic of wave- 
lengths of absorbed and reflected light that hit 
the retina and organises the information from 
them into a cricket ball, a catacomb or a caribou. 
The brain is the studio that picks up pulses 
transmitted through air and orchestrates them 
bySibelius, or the cry of a baby. 

it keeps you in 
tifafinger 




‘ ifl 





^paraplegics with 
htoaehave learned 


[®e place in the 
tons. 

^fthhdp from 




lintbe brain 

jjourette's Syndrome, 
like the rest of the 
1 tf neural network m „ ^ 

modnlated by whole suites 
matters aod receptors. Drugs 
I ®^begtm to understand why people reach for 
oruicotine — and because of what 
Jtoy fearogd, people with Parkinson's disease, or 

bat they 

lameni- 

%BbonL One oftbem tested volunteers with 
with pictures. In each case, they used 
measure electrical activity and 

be split-second d* volunteers "’ ere 
with an idea, or an image, and thoi 
I h in long-term memory, or junked 

the first time we have been able to peer 


toi 
Igor, 
mg on: 
hopes 
called* 

veratv of Reading 
which silicon imjflaitis^fll,! 
our world. Ian Pearson, a 
rijeerfuJly predicts silicon intelligence enhance- 
ment and brain ‘add-ons' within 35 years. But 
the biologists don't see it that way. 

The brain computes, but that’s not the half of 
it It mediates the world. Our eyes do not i see’: 
fr-Qire da The brain is the ci nem a togr apher 


our 


::that 
expert- 

bylsam&^^seers through the 
by patients with 
2 Some evolutionary psy- 
viT called a particular part of the 
brain the God module’, so powerfully is it asso- 
ciated with religious experience. II. as sometimes 
happens, brain surgeons have to remove part of 
the temporal lobe, ‘what Syould that do to a 
patient’s religious urges, asks Ramachandran. 

“Would he suddenly stop having mystical 


experiences and become an atheist or an agnos- 
tic? Would we have performed a ‘Godectomy T’ 

But this doesn't mean that the religious urge is 
merely some evolutionary confidence trick: a 
handy survival aid wrapped up as altruisra and 
a sense of sacrifice. Rita Carter points out that if 
God did exist He would certainly have provided 
a biological mechanism with which to appre- 
hend Him. And Ramachandran wonders why 
the seizures take that particular form? ‘“Why 
don't these patients hallucinate pigs or don- 
keys?" he asks. 

These are not kfle questions: a new kind of 
iawashing could be oo the way. Nearly all 
new understanding of the brain as a highly 
1 plica ted set of electrxKheraica] processes 
with troubled, tortured patients and desr 
families in dinks, hospitals and consuit- 
As a result there are already new 
treatments for old scourges like manic depres- 
sion and&goraphobia. 

There also new Tffestyle' drugs such as 
Prozac fofcihe troubled and anxious, and soon, a 
whole new*gflrite of ‘smart drugs’ designed to 
help thfie faffing memories aod fading intdleds of 
aid age. Both^tije smart drugs and the lifestyle 
J *“" arc likely Ijo become widely available and 
riy exploited^ who wants to fhfl exams? Who 
its to be worried and troubled when hap pi- 
in a handy blister-pack? But a sd- 
understapds the diemistiy of happi- 
wffl also understand the nervous machin- 
of Tear, the triggers of terror and dread, 
could offer newjways of controlling disb- 
and placatinglriopulations. Aldous Hux- 
tvel Brave NeW^orld begins to look even 
iL Stew^Rose, whose book Life- 
r^ gewly out in | Penguin paperback, is a 
Britisti|Sfiplogist who pas devoted his working 
life to ^diang what happens when a memory is 
^~>OE>de .;gej^ aks thereis a long way to go before 
KumaS^an look af&tdhuman brain asa whole, 
rather than pu^e ovjtr little bits of iL 
‘Wefetea tiieoryybf the brain, we lack a the- 
8 djeory of the re4a- 
he says. ‘T think tile 
we baye to understand is that tile 
' '’".ftuig but the mind isn’t Mind is 
c^mind is a verb. It is active, and 
Susan Greenfield, the Oxford pro- 
fessor of pharmacology whose book The Human 
Brain: A Guided Tour (Phoenix) recently 
readied the top 50 papetbacks, thinks the mind 
will keep its ultimate secrets. 

“It’s very hard to know what someone is actu- 
ally feeling. Suppose you could mind-read, sup- 
pose it was possible. You might know the name 
of their pet dog, you might know that they don’t 
like somebody, even if they hadn’t told you. 
What you wouldn’t know is how somebody felt, 
you wouldn’t share their consciousness with 
them." 

— The Guardian 


Playing 

chip talk 

Da Vinci 



By Jean-Claude Elias 

BESIDES THE 

omnipresent office suites 
that consist of word pro- 
cessing, electronic spread- 
sheers, a data base appli- 
cation and eventually an 
electronic organiser, 

drawing software often is 
neglected when not com- 
pletely forgotten. Not to 
be put in the same catego- 
ry as games, these pro- 
grammes can do wonders. 
The word drawing does 
not actually do justice to 
Adobe Illustrator (Illus- 
trator) and Corel Draw 
(CDraw), the two main 
graphic drawing and 
design packages. 

At an an exhibition held 
at the Shoman Forum in 
Amman a few months 
ago. visitors could admire 
drawings, paintings and 
sketches done with one of 
the two above-mentioned 
applications. The stunning 
fact was that nobody, 
including the writer of 
this column, even suspect- 
ed at first that the display 
on the wall was "done" by 
a computer and not by the 
artist's hand, directly. 

CDraw and Illustrator 
are wonderful pieces of 
software for they let both 
beginners and profession- 
al artists produce amazing 
results. The programmes 
are not very easy to use, 
especially at the begin- 
ning. It takes a prelimi- 
nary training course or a 
lot of patience with a trial- 
and-error approach to 
even use the basic func- 
tions. After a more or less 
painful start one is 
rewarded with superb 
drawings. From artistic 
renditions to advertising 
pamphlets CDraw and 
Illustrator cover every 
conceivable form of 
graphic an. Naturally, 
colours — a palette of 


millions of them, literally 
— are available and con- 
tribute to give a most real- 
istic aspect to the result. 

Whenever the mouse is 
not good enough, alter- 
nate input device can be 
used. Electronic drawing 
pens for instance give a 
more natural movement ro 
hand drawing and make 
artists feel more at home. 

It goes without saying 
that acquiring CDraw or 
Illustrator won’t make Mr. 
Everybody an artist 
overnight. The art itself 
must be learnt somewhere 
else, although absolute 
beginners can and will 
learn something just by 
playing with these pro- 
grammes. Graphic design 
for example has become a 
trend, but it still takes a 
college course — and 
preferably a degree — to 
claim the title of graphic 
designer. Like other com- 
puter software CDraw and 
Illustrator are but tools. 

It is worth mentioning 
two other cousins to Illus- 
trator and CDraw. Every 
versions of MS-Windows 
operating system comes 
with a simple graphic 
package called “Paint.” 
Infinitely simpler and 
therefore more limited 
than its bigger relatives. 
Paint remains a good 
entry point for those who 
want to have an idea of 
what art using a computer 
can be. At the other end of 
the spectrum. Adobe Pho- 
toshop is a highly profes- 
sional programme albeit 
more dedicated to the pro- 
cessing of digital photog- 
raphy. Knowing how to 
make good use of one or 
more of these applications 
can bring a good dose of 
enjoyment to amateurs 
pd serious money 
income to those who take 
it professionally. 






Ttr • '<■ 


tiomy 


°13>$Sifi£® grim Asian 

outlook as recovery delayed 




Jordan Tunes, Thursday-Friday, November 


SINGAPORE . (R^SShe- L-.had expected growth by the 

« on^' in Wolovcio fhf> 


OECD has painted a 1 grim 
picture of Asia's economic 
landscape, saying the deep- 
ening crisis ...had.*, erased 
most prospects For growth 
until late 1999. 

The once dynamic Asian 
economies (DAE l of 
Indonesia. Hong Kong, 
Malaysia, the Pfcilmpira^ 


Singapore.’ im 

Thailand hacf ' almost at Zero' growth. 

slipped into recgfe^to.Tthe r - " Thailand could expect its 


ed growth by the slowed more than anticipat- 

y ear' end' in Malaysia, the ed despite easing of fiscal 

Philippines, Hong Kong and monetary policy and 

and Singapore. the government's pro- 

Now ~it saw Malaysia, gramme of structural eco- 

heralded for having earlier nomic reform, 

avoided the crisis, expert- “The financial crisis of 
encing a 4.7 per cent con- other Asian countries which 

traction. Hong Kong con- shared similar structural 

tracring 4.5 per cent, the problems with China has 

ghilj^qes, shrinking 0.5 raised concerns that its cur- 

’ "‘^Singapofi? flat - rent strains could develop 
vth. into something consider- 


OECD said in ihe*feiest edi- 
tion of its twice-yearly Eco- 
nomic Outlook. 

The likelihood of a return 
to growth haft-cfeiSeriorated 
in the seven months since 
the OrganisatiDn^*^- ^oi- 


economy to contract by 7.0 
per cent in 1998. while 
Indonesia, "where the 
social and political turmoil 
of last spring has accentuat- 
ed and probably prolonged 
the severe contraction 


nomic Cooperation. ..and already underway,” would 
DeveIoprrwm ; lO§C3>) * ’Shrink M 5.5 per cent. 


I i shed its last report. * 

"The economis>v^qw ; n- 
tums in the DAE" have 
deepened and become more 
widespread since'tfie spring 
of this year." said the 
OECD, which grcrHps 29 of 
the world's most advanced 
economies. 

“Little if any recovery is 
expected before tfre second 
half of 1999.” 'it Sdded, 
slashing its forecasts.-; for 
regional economist' 1 
Back in April, the OECD 


Indonesia has become the 
focus of the regional crisis 
with economic decline dri- 
ving social and political 
turmoil. 

President Suharto stepped 
down alter 32 years of rule 
in May, followed by the 
uneasy ascendence of his 
former deputy, BJ. Habi- 
bie. 

China’s economy — fore- 
cast to expand by 7.6 per 
cent against 8.8 per cent a 
year ago — had worry inglv 
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ably worse.” the report 
said. 

Only Taiwan remained 
robust, although the 4.5 per 
cent growth predicted is 
well below the 6.8 per cent 
achieved in 1997. 

The interdependence of 
the former Tiger 
economies, once a source 
of strength, had subse- 
quently exacerbated their 
decline, demonstrated by 
the effects of the region- 
wide import collapse. 

By the end of 1999, most 
DAE economies could 
expect to see only a fraction 
of their traditional growth 
rates, the OECD said. 

Singapore would expand 
by 0.5 per cent Hong Kong 
by 1 .5 per cent the Philip- 
pines by 2.0 per cent and 
Taiwan by 4.0 per cent, 
with Malaysia and Indone- 
sia contracting by 0.5 per 
cent and 3.0 per cent 
respectively. 

Thailand had a good 
chance of growing by 2.0 
per cent if private sector 
debt deals succeeded in cre- 
ating a virtuous circle 
where profits and liquidity 
recover. generating 

resources to make further 
progress on debt repayment 
to crippled domestic 
lenders. 

The timing and sustain- 
ability of regional recovery 
was dependent on three fac- 
tors. the OECD said: 

— stabilisation of exter- 
nal financial conditions to 
allow interest rate policy to 
support expansion 
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World Bank’s IFC 
to fund private 
projects in Syria 


DAMASCUS (R) — The 
International Finance Cor- 
poration (IFC I is planning 
to finance a number of pri- 
vately-owned projects in 
Syria after the improve- 
ment of ties between Dam- 
ascus and the World Bank, 
an IFC executive said 


Wednesday. 

Muhsin Khalil, director 
of the IFC's Central Asia, 
Middle East and North 
Africa region, told Reuters 
he had held talks on the 
issue with Syrian Finance 

(Continued on page 9) 
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AFM’s general price index fall below 160 






bank and corporate 

restructuring 

— rebuilding of confi- 
dence. 

Macroeconomics offered 
some scope for manoeuvre 
as inflation pressures had 
been mostly contained, 
despite some countries see- 
ing their currency depreci- 
ate by as much as 80 per 
cent ag ains t the U.S. dollar 
since the start of the crisis 
in July 1997. 

This would allow mone- 
tary stimulus once 
exchange rate pressure 
abated, relieving the pain of 
interest rates sent soaring to 
combat the currency col- 
lapse and exacerbating a 
credit crunch sparked by 
huge bad debts on banks' 
books. 

Reasonably low govern- 
ment deficits relative to 
gross domestic product 
(GDPj also raised the 
prospect of fiscal measures 
to cushion the downturn, 
stimulate recovery and 
boost confidence. 

Bur that confidence could 
prove elusive. 

“Financial conditions in 
the region remain unsettled, 
with new tensions emanat- 
ing from risks of renewed 
contagion from develop- 
ments elsewhere,” the 
report said. 

It said moves to deal with 
financial market specula- 
tion, like Malaysia's sweep- 
ing capital controls, raised 
investors’ fears that “the 
imposition of further con- 
trols will add to risk premia 
and make regional markets 
even more vulnerable to 
shocks.” 

“In Asia, where the crisis 
is now more than a year 
old, the key requirement is 
to lay the basis for recovery 
by implementing structural 
reforms needed to facilitate 
financial restructuring and 
to rebuild confidence,” the 
OECD report said. 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — The Amman 
Financial Market's 
(AFM’s) price index 
slipped below the 160 
point level on Wednes- 
day, as a result of decline 
in share prices of the 
major firms, a broker 
said Wednesday. 

The AFM's daily bul- 
letin indicated that the 
price index stood at 
159.4 points, the lowest 
during the past 18 
months. 

Naim Naqeeb, a broker, 
said the decline was due 
to the drop in the prices 
of the Arab Bank and 
Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company over the past 
two days. 


Saifi fails 
to unseat 
Murad 
as head of 
commerce 
body 

By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Haidar 
Murad,the current chair- 
man of the Amm an Cham- 
ber of Commerce (ACCi 
maintained his grip on the ; 
presidency of the chamber 
following his slim victory 
over his rival Riyad Saifi. 

Final results of the cham- 
ber indicated that Murad 
won 4,601 votes compared 
to 4,245 for Saifi. Murad’s 
block. A1 Wifaq [Accord], 
won seven seats out of the 
12 seats that constitute the 
chamber's board of direc- 
tors. 

Despite his defeat. Saifi 
and four others of his 
block, the Ta’awon [coop- 
eration], will become 
members of the new board 
that will represent more 
than 30,000 merchants for 
the coming four years. 

None of the four candi- 
dates who ran as indepen- 
dents won the election 
which registered a tumoui 
of 7,683 members, or 25. S 
per cent of the total number 
elegible to vote. In ihe 
1994 elections, the tumoui 
was 30 per cent. 

The current members of 
the board who retained 
their seats are: Haidar 
Murad. Riyad Saifi. 
Mohammad Mubtasib. 

(Continued on page 9) 


“The investors showed 
very little interest in the 
market because of the 
long holiday which left 
only two days of trading. 
Many of them are still on 
vacation,” Naqeeb told 
the Jordan Times. 

The broker was refer- 
ring to the three-day hol- 
iday earlier this week on 
the occasion of His 
Majesty's birthday and 
A1 Isra’ e Wal Miraj 
anniversary. 

“I believe that things 
will improve a little bit 
on Saturday. If no posi- 
tive changes occur, share 
prices will remain at cur- 
rent level,” Naqeeb 
added. 

The stock market's 
turnover amounted to 


JD2.6 million the bulk 
of which was recorded 
by the Arab Bank. 

Arab Bank, the stock 
market’s major blue 
chip, closed at JD204 in 
the past two days, JD1 
below its previous level 
recorded in the past 
week, with a turnover of 
JD2.4 million. 

The Housing Bank 
ranked second with a 
turnover of JD54,412 
followed by the Arab 
Pharmaceutical Manu- 
facturing Company, 
which registered a 
JD19.995 turnover. The 
share of the parallel mar- 
ket amounted to 
JD35.514, the bulletin 
showed. 

Meanwhile, the sale of 


33 per cent 
erament's 


Jordan Cemea&Si^ 
Company 
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Beat 


Murad wins elections 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 


German- Jordanian Chamber partnership 
project presents programme for 1999 


.** THE AMMAN Chamber of Industry 
(ACI) and the Association of German 
Chambers of Industry and Commerce 
(DIHT) are concluding two years of suc- 
cessful cooperation. Both partners con- 
tinue into 1999 with major events for 
participation and the benefit of Jordan- 
ian industries. The joint activities are 
co-financed by the Ministry of Econom- 
ic Cooperation (BMZl and administered 
by the Economic and Qualification 
Development Foundation of German 
Business Institutions (SEQUA). 

ACI will organise for the first time a 
Jordanian participation at the Contract- 
ing Exhibition in Leipzing in February 
1999 to promote production cooperation 
with European and Jordanian garments 
and textile producers. During the exhibi- 
tion a technological workshop and a pre- 
sentation of cooperation potentials in the 
Middle East organised by the German of 
Chambers in the Middle East is pro- 
grammed. In the framework the German 
EU presidency, in the first six months of 
1999. ACI and DIHT are launching a 
Euro-Fitness-Programme for the indus- 
try with a focus on foreign trade know- 
how and capabilities, on environmental 
management aspects of industrial opera- 
tions and on management skills for the 
industry. 

’ DIHT is planning for a new Middle 
East-German Business Conference in a 
.Middle East country in 1999. inviting 
ACI to organise a Jordanian business 
delegation. Also in February 1999, for 
the first time Jordan will be represented 
through the partners' initiative at two 
major meetings of the DIHT and the 
German Chambers abroad in East Ger- 
many, Leipzig and Weimer. DIHT’s For- 


eign Trade Days are well- established 
meeting places for the international 
business community to get acquainted 
with East German business partners. 
The DIHT headquarters will also move 
to Berlin during the coming year cele- 
brating in November 1999. 

After successful support of the Com- 
puter and Information Department of the 
ACI. which is the focal point of the Jor- 
danian industry in the National Informa- 
tion System and the Jordanian E-com- 
merce-Cemre in the information tech- 
nology nodes of the Euro-Mediterranean 
region supported by the EU-Esprit pro- 
gramme, 1999 will see intensive infor- 
mation and support for the industry in 
the field of Internet and virtual business. 
Another focus of DIHT-ACI cooperation 
is the environmental and technological 
support of the industry. The revitalised 
ACI-Environmentai Department will 
provide intensive support to the new and 
potential environmental business sector 
in Jordan. ACI will organise a mission to 
the most important waste disposal fair in 
Germany in 1999. Furthermore, the 
Industrial Department will start an 
intensive management training pro- 
gramme. 

Jordanian businessmen participated in 
two major regional business conferences 
in Hamburg in 1996 and 1998 organised 
by the DIHT and the German Chamber 
network in the countries of the Middle 
East. In summer 1998, a Jordanian dele- 
gation of the garments industries went 
for a fact-finding mission to the Con- 
tracting Fair in Leipzig. 


{Continued from page Si 

Nafidh Elayan. Yanal Bous- 
tami, Yousif Suradi. 
Hisham A1 Haj Hassan and 
Salim Khirfan. 

The new members are: 
Fathi Sughayer. Nayif 
Ghaith, Nayif Qasrawi and 
Huni Khalili. 


Observers expected the 
new board to hold its first 
meeting by next week when 
they will elect a new chair- 
man. two deputies for him, 
a rapporreurand a treasurer. 

They said Boustami has a 
good chance to become 
Murad’s first deputy and 
Khirfan as the second 


deputy. Mofttasib is expect- 
ed to retain, his previous 
post as the board’s rappor- 
teur. 

The elections, held under 
the supervision of Amman 
Governor Talat Nawayseh, 
ended late Tuesday and the 
results were announced 
early Wednesday. 


IFC to fund private Syrian projects 


(Continued from pageS) 

Minister Khaled Mahayni. 

“We discussed the restora- 
tion of the IFC’s activities in 
Syria and the contribution 
which we could provide to 
finance some projects here 
after Syria settled its debt prob- 
lems with the World Bank,” 
Khalil said. 

The IFC is the World Bank's 
investment arm. 

Khalil said his visit to Dam- 
ascus, which follows one by 
World Bank President James 
Wolfensohn in May. was 
aimed at negotiating with a 
number of Syrian businessmen 
and investors projects which 
they plan to build. 

Khalil said talks were still at 
a preliminary' stage and that no 
decision on projects or finan- 
cial commitments had been 
made. 

The IFC suspended its oper- 
ations in Syria in 1 985. when it 
was negotiating a contribution 
to the financing of a hotel, 
because of arrears problems 


between Syria and the World 
Bank. 

Syria signed a deal with the 
World Bank in July 1997 
according to which it agreed r o 
repay arrears amounting to 
$526,4 million. It has been 
paying monthly installments of 
$6.1 million per month since 
September 1997, officials said. 

Wolfensohn met President 
Hafez AJ Assad and senior 
economic officials during his 
May visit and said the IFC was 
ready to discuss ways of con- 
tributing to the financing of 
projects in Syria. 

Khalil said that to his knowl- 
edge Syria was still abiding by 
its July 1997 agreement. 

*1 discussed with the finance 
minister the restoration of the 
IFC's activities in Syria. We 
talked about the possibility of 
helping some productive pro- 
jects in the private sector, espe- 
cially those...( in ) the textile and 
tourism industries,” Khalil 
said. 

“We are putting emphasis on 
projects which could direct 


their products for export." he 
added 

Khalil said the IFC's loans 
go directly to the private sector 
and that no guarantees were 
required from government 

"Our loans cover 25 per cent 
of the project’s capital and we 
use the project itself as a guar- 
antee. We can also encourage 
other financial institutions and 
commercial banks to help 
finance projects if we are con- 
vinced with their feasibility," 
he said 

The IFC official did not 
comment on whether the cur- 
rent economic reforms in Syria 
were enough to facilitate the 
flow of foreign investment into 
the country. 

“The government has adopt- 
ed good steps. Some other 
steps might be required 
according to the nature of each 
project. This might take some 
time,” Khalil said 

"We consider our presence 
here and the encouragement of 
authorities to resume our activ- 
ities as a positive sign.” he said 
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INDUSTRY IN0EX 


JORDANIAN NAMED FIRST RADISSON SAS 
MIDEAST "LOOK TO BOOK' ELITE MEMBER 



ByUndaC. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) The moon’s going into Sagit- 
tarius today, Venus is already there, and the sun wiD be there 
Sunday. This is in your solar ninth house of travel so that’s 
what you should bet planning. It'll be complicated this week- 
rad, to? if you make your plans or even start your trip now, 
y^U^xr well past the difficulty by the time conditions^ 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Watch out for complications 
©day. It looks like the plans you’ve laid are going to be shift- 
ed around a little. Well, its more like explosion. Be ready for 
jot about anything, because just about anything could hap- 
pen. .Your problem, or perhaps the solution to your problem, 
ism communications. Keep that in mind and you'll do fine. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) There's quite a clump of plan- 
ets in Sagittarius, and you' re probably noticing the difference. 
Sagittarius is a freewheeling and independent sign, directly 
across the' zodiac from Gemini You arid Sagittarius stir each 
ether up and get each other going. Take care you don’t get in 
tnxiWe, by staying out too late on your lunch hour. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 »This is a good time to make 
derisions concerning projects you and your loved ones want 
to work on together. That's because we've got love, children 
and work all in the same area of the chart, getting positive 
vibes right now. Your intuition is strong, and that's helpful if 
you’re m ak in g big decisions, which you ought to be doing. 
LEO: (July 22 toAugusi 21 ) There will be a strong compul- 
sion for people to talk about things, possibly firings they 
haven't talked about in years. For you, this will likely appear 
in your relationships with children, and with the people you 
bw-best; Devote as much time as you can to listening. You’re 
a strong leader, but you'll lead better if you know how these 
people feeL 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You're in the mood to 
dean firings up around your place, and possibly do some dec- 
imating. You might have to rip firings apart to get everything 
jba right The overall result will be good, but right now. things 
might lode, worse than they did before. Don't worry. As you 
know, you have to break the eggs to make the omelette. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) The moon has gone 
iffiq Sagittarius, and the sun will be there ar the end of this 
week. Sagittarius, for you, means education. It s also a sign 
find fascinating, and today, you’ll get a taste of what s to 
-There should be some very interesting discussions out 
there. Don’t be embarrassed if you can’t quite keep up. \ou re 
fearim^gfast. . , 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) If you ve been 
tanking about asking for a raise, this is the day to do il It 11 
^ easy so find the right words, and there are several things 
going m your favour. One is a tough job you’ve tecenfiy done. 
You made it look easy, and others noticed. They mic t 
already be thinking about giving you more money 3 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December -D.Tne 
®oon, Venus, Pluto and Mercury are all in your sign, giving 
You wit and quid; timing, passion and compassion. You re 
&st on your feet, and with your mind, so you can outroa- 
®euvrfejnsr about any adversary. Go ahead and make a ren 
for it, whatever that means for you. You re not on y 
you're also lucky. ... 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Y^vegotan 
,®eresting daemraa today. You don’t really »ee 
.^k-^jourit yet, and you’re right. 

going around, but for you. discretion is tbetener 
^vaW^Wofwhat you know to yourself untfi you 
Out the'rest of what you don’t know. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to F^bmary 
f .Sagittarius today. This has a relaxing gj 

V& 1 re plowing forward but it s not as toUjJt ves auite 
^r yoajior the person in control are taking yo • . 

^seriously as you were. By now. you ve accomplished the 

'^^part of what veu were trying to do. ^ 

20 to March 20) Looks hte » 
J^hassome sort of weird scheme m mind for yo^mir 

completely figured out Thar s where y 
our how to 

^ fctmnci, and you'll become a valuable part of te 

B&th Stone of November: Topaz ■ Tiger s Eye ^ 


JORDANIAN TRAVEL agent 
Nassim MajdaJuwi has 
become ihe Middle East’s first 
Radisson SAS 'Look To Book' 
Elite member. 

To become an Elite member, 
MajdaJawi, 25, owner of 
Amman's International Corpo- 
rate Business Bureau, has reg- 
istered over 80,000 ‘Look To 
Book' points through the 
Radisson SAS CRS/GDS on- 
line travel agent incentive pro- 


gramme. Points are exchanged 
for travel and gift vouchers. 

“Majdalawi, the first of more 
than 200 regional travel agents 
to reach this mark, has, so far, 
generated over US$8,000 of 
business for Radisson SAS 
hotels in Amman, Aqaba, Lon- 
don, Moscow. Helsinki and 
Stockholm,” said Theo Qcks, 
the Radisson SAS dedicated 
GDS systems trainer. 

‘Look To Book' has distin- 


guished the Radisson brand in 
the travel industry. 

"Its popularity has mush- 
roomed since its launch ten 
months ago because of on-line 
accessibility; travel agents 
don’t have to bother with 
coupons or vouchers and they 
don't get hassle but rewards," 
said Christian Fiederer, 
Regional Director Sales and 
Marketing Middle East, Radis- 
son SAS Hotels Worldwide. 
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GRAND INDEX 


.ARIES: (March 21 -to April 19) Your ideas 
are starting to emerge triumphant. It’s almost 
like Judgement Day is coming. As an .Aries, 
of course you take a firm stand for liberty and 
justice, and you're about to be vindicated in 
ways that you could never have done all by 
yourself. The universe is on your side, and it's 
about to become obvious. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) There are 
rumours going around. They’re all the truth 
from somebody's perspective, but which one 
really is true? You get to help son that out, 
and. of course, you have your own agenda, 
too. it doesn't look good for any kind of sur- 
reptitious activity. If you had planned any son 
of covert manoeuvre, forget it 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 2 1 ) You might be 
gathering more information now than you 
know what to do with. Some of it might not 
seem to make any sense. That’s because the 
truth isu’t always the same as the facts. Keep 
looking for the facts by gathering up as many 
people’s truths as you can, and you’ll see. 
Eventually it will sort itself oul 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ; The sun is 
almost into Sagittarius. Venus, Pluto, the 
moon and Mercury are there too. in your solar 
sixth house, indicating health and service to 
others. Since Cancer's the sign of the chef. 




FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20. 1998 
By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


maybe- you’ll 
be cooking 
during the 

upeomina holi- 

days. Why not FORECAST FOR FRID/ 

take advantage : — ; 

T“ OOS a | By LMaC. Black, Tril 

menu that’s 

health oriented?. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) There's a lot of 
talking going on. People want to clear the air. 
Perhaps you can put work on hold for a while 
and take can? of these others more personal 
matters. You’re in a good position to deal with 
some of the emerging problems, so make 
time to do it now. It'll be more difficult, the 
longer you wait. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Mer- 
cury, your ruling planet, is in Sagittarius, 
inspiring you to mess around with things at 
home. It's going retrograde tomorrow. Thar 
rends to push us back to something we’ve 
done before, or to complete old business. 
Right now. however. Mercury's direct You 
can still start something new today. But hurry. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) The 
emphasis is on education again. You're either 
teaching, learning or — knowing you — 


both. You assim- 
ilate informa- 
tion. then turn 

around and dis- 

NOVEMBER 20, 1998 pense it almost 
as quickly as 

ie Media Services, lac. ] g0 ^ e 

conduit for 
information, and that’s certainly going to be 
the case today. Pay attention, though, so you 
don't make mistakes. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) 
Money looks good today. If you can find it. 
you can have it It’s almost like searching for 
buried treasure. In fact, it may literally be that. 
Do the digging, and you could be richly 
rewarded The biggest barrier to your success 
is the possibility of getting distracted by love. 
That does n’t sound too bad either, does it?. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21 ) Mercury is going retrograde in your 
sign tomorrow. If you want to start new pro- 
jects, you’d better get going now. especially 
concerning your career. A request for a pro- 
motion or raise is much more likely to go 
through today than tomorrow. Don't wait. 
Make your case; the odds are good you'll get 
what you warn. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 
20) It’ll be -hard to keep a secret today. Every- 
body else is buzzing with the latest news. 
Don't get involved. The cards are not all on 
the table yet Somebody’s holding something 
back. You can help them spill the beans by- 
asking leading questions. That’s your best 
plan for the day. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) 
You're just about to get sprung free, and you 
really are looking forward to this weekend. 
Looks like what you’ve been doing has been 
working. Even if it hasn’t turned out exactly 
as planned at least you're getting through it 
and on what’s coming next And that's a party, 
starting tomorrow. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) An 
older person simply doesn't understand what 
you’re talking about. You have to say it over 
and over again, as clearly as you can, until all 
of a sudden, ta da! Learning takes place! 
That's the moment every teacher waits for. Be 
persistent. This is going to be a lough nut to 
crack, especially if the person outranks you. 

Birth Stone of November: 

Topaz — Tiger's Eye 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS CAPTURING THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/ mismn 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


[24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE i 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE INCUR : 

l 

LONDON TAXIS j 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS j 
AIR CONDITIONING . , 
MOBILE TELEPHONES ; 

AIRPORT SERVICE ! 
ALL OCCASIONS i 

TEL: 4126379 j 

079 - 77390/66271 anytime f 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality m 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and pet: 

* JUMBO photo size 

30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 





Quality Serviced Suites 


*One & Two Bedrooms *Fully 

Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel: 5692672 - Fax: 567455 1 

e-mail : crystal® gaoomjo 


DlPUQMAT 

Rent a Car 

Other car rentals making 
you crazy??? 

UJefl, caRus 
well make 
it simple 

Call 
5510427,8.9 



FOR 
RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 



Real Estate 


S WEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

m. 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 



TSE IN THIS 
M CALL 

kW'.' 


imra yprum 

Hotel 


OR 
5684311 - 
5699634 EXT. 42 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


1 . Unique 
: for TJnique pedf 

• Um Ufriaina.To) ’ 5511T2C 
DGftT't&wn Tel:: 4655S.1-1 


Fax: 5693337 


Shehrazad Restaurant 


Great View - Overlooking Amman 
Enjoy outstanding Mezza and live music. 
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Netherlands beat Greece 
in world volleyball 


CHIBA (.AFP.) — Atlanta 
Olympic champions the 
Netherlands eased aside 
Greece on Wednesday and 
“saved some energy" for 
probable final encounter 
against Italy at the men's 
world volleyball champi- 
onships. 

The Dutchmen, who 
posted their first victory in 
the three major events at 
Atlanta, stayed in top form 
to score a 15-2. 15-8. 15-4 
victory in the eight-team 
Group H round robin in 
Chiba, eastern outskirts of 
Tokyo. 

"We saved some energy. . 
You have to play seven 
matches in a short time. 
Therefore I'm glad that this 
win took us only one hour. 
That is our victory today," 
said Dutch head coach 
Toon Gerbrands after the 
64-minute match. 

"We scored 19 straight 
points in blocking today. 
That’s incredible. But I 
also have to say that 
Greece didn't play as well 
as they usually do. 1 believe 
they gave up too soon,'' 
Gerbrands added. 

Sixteen teams were 
divided into two groups 
and top two teams from 
each group will advance to- 
the knock-out semi-finals. 

Two-time defending 
champions Italy. Atlanta 
Olympic bronze medallists 
Yugoslavia and fourth plac- 
ers Russia were drawn in 
the same group with the 
Netherlands. 

The Russians needed a 
tough two hours 59 min- 
utes to beat the United 
States 13-15. 15-13. 12-15. 
15-7. 15-7. while 

Yugoslavia outgunned 
China 15-4. 15-5. 15-4. 

American coach Douglas 
Behl ’ ‘There will be ' 

many long, tough matches 
in this group. The teams 
have to play at a good level 
during along time in order 
to survive. Russia made 
some very good changes, 
especially rotation 

changes.” 

Spain, who needed five 
sets to beat South Korea in 
the preliminary round 
Saturday, coasted to a 15-7, 
15-6, 15-11 victory over 
the same opponents in 
Group G in Hiroshima, 
western Japan. 

"We didn't change our 
strategy. The only thing we 
tried to do is to attack 
quickly ” said Spanish head 
coach Vicenzo Di Pinto. 

“We played very well, we 
were able to keep our con- 
centration. I guess the 
Koreans were not in good 
condition today," Pinto 
added. 

Brazil, fifth at Atlanta, 
were 15-6, 15-9. 15-3 win- 
ners over Canada. 



Osbald Hernandez (L) of Cuba spikes the ball against Bulgarian defender Ivaylo 
Gavrilov (R) in their first game of the Pool G quarterfinal round at the men's World 
Volleyball Championships in Hiroshima. Cuba beat Bulgaria in four sets, 15-12, 17- 
16, 13-15, 15-4 in 135 minutes (AFP photo) • 
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Dimitri Fomine (C, #8) and Rouslan Olikhver (R, #4) of Russia block a ball spiked by 
Kevin Barnett (L) of the United States during the second round of the men's World 
Volleyball Championships at Makuhari, in suburban Tokvo. Russia won the match 
13-15,15-13,12-15.15-7,15-7 ( AFP PHOTO) 


Aboriginal 

warning 

for 

Sydney 

Games 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Aboriginal groups warned 
Wednesday they may 
protest at the 2000 Sydney 
Olympics if the Australian 
government failed to 
improve their living stan- 
dards. 

"We don't want people at 
the Games when there's a 
lot of poverty, ill health and 
misery in a lot of 
Aboriginal communities," 
Aboriginal activist Charles 
Perkins, chairman of a 
committee bidding to host 
their World Indigenous 
Games, said. 

"Everybody loves the 
games, they want the 
Olympic Games, but let's 
do it in a spirit of coopera- 
tion knowing that a lot of 
our problems have been 
rectified," he added. 

Perkins, who revealed 
plans for Australia to bid 
for the right to host the 
inaugural World 

Indigenous Games in 2003. 
said Aborigines also want- 
ed their flag flown during 
the Sydney Games. 

“I don't see any harm 
with flying the Aboriginal 
flag." he said. 

Perkins said he realised 
International Olympic 

Committee rules required 
the official national flag to 
be flown. 

“But we can fly the flag 
somewhere." he said. 

“It’s very inspirational, 
it’s very symbolic, it's a 
question of dignity.*’ 

Perkins said a World 
Indigenous Games, would 
bring., black,.. i and white- 
Australians closer together 
and motivate Aboriginal 
youth to take a more active 
interest in sport. 

"We’ve got to get a lot of 
our young people thinking 
about other things apart 
from anti-sociaJ behaviour, 
petrol sniffing, drink and 
drugs and gambling,” he 
said. 

"If it changes their 
lifestyles and makes them 
good citizens, why not? 
That’s what we're all aim- 
ing for." 

Perkins said the World 
Indigenous Games would 
be a cultural event and 
include traditional games 
such as spear throwing as 
well as regular Olympic 
sports. 

"It will be great for all 
Australians — black and 
white — it will bring us ail 
together and showcase 
Australia and showcase 
indigenous culture," he 
said. 


Weah linked with Monaco return 


MILAN (AFP) — AC 
Milan striker George 
Weah, once linked with 
Premiership champions 
Arsenal, could be ending 
his career back in 
Monaco. 

Weah was in Monte 
Carlo on Tuesday for the 
opening of a sports goods 
shop there, but also went 
to meet club officials at 
the Slade Louis II. the 
Gazzetra delio Sport said 
on Wednesday. 

The 32-vear-old 


Liberian is rediscovering 
his scoring touch in the 
Serie A. but has struggled 
with the 3-4-3 system of 
play introduced by new 
Milan coach Alberto 
Zaccheroni. 

Henry Biancheri. 

Monaco’s sporting direc- 
tor. said: "If Milan were 
to leave hint free to go. or 
were to do us the courtesy 
of not asking too high a 
transfer fee. we would 
think about it. 

"For us. George is one 


of the family, and there 
would be nothing to stop 
him coming back here. 
He’d have The chance of 
ending his career in an 
environment he knows 
really well and which he 
has always liked." 

Weah. who has report- 
edly invited Biancheri to 
Milan’s home game 
against champions 

Juventus on January 6. is 
under contract with Milan 
until 2001 and earns 
SZmillion a vear. 


The salary would not be 
a problem for the French 
First Division club, bur 
the transfer fee could be 
decisive. A deal would 
also hinge on the expect- 
ed arrival here of Andrei 
Shevchenko from 

Dynamo Kiev — the 
Ukrainian striker 

enabling Milan to release 
their ex-FIFA Player of 
the 'Year. 

Weah left Africa for 
Monaco in 1988 and 
spent four seasons with 


the club, winning the 
French Cup in 1991. He 
spent three years with 
Paris St Germain before 
joining AC Milan in 
1995. winning the Italian 
League in his first season. 

His coach in the 
Principality, Arsene 
Wenger, is now in charge 
at Arsenal and the two 
men have often been 
linked in transfer specu- 
lation. 


Bosnich set to become ~ 
Australia’s richest sportsman 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Aston 
Villa goalkeeper Mark 
Bosnich is on the verge of 
becoming Australia’s high- 
est paid sportsman if his 
rumoured wage demand to 
join Premier League club 
Manchester United is 
accepted. 

Bosnich. 26, has demand- 


payments than fellow 

Australians, golfer Greg 
Norman, 500cc world 

motorcycle champion Mick 
Doohan, tennis star Pat 
Rafter and baseballer Dave 
Nisson. 

Although Bosnich denies 
be has spoken to LTnited 
officials, he is a favourite to 


ed AS 163,000 ($102,000) a • replace Peter Schmeichel 


week to join AJex 
Ferguson’s Old TrafFord 
squad, the Sydney Daily 
Telegraph said. 

If the figures are connect, 
he stands to earn some $3 1 
milli on in match payments 
and transfer fees over four 
years, rivaling the earnings 
of Brazilian superstar 
Ronaldo who plays in Italy 
for Intemazionaie. 

This would easily give 
him more earnings in match 


who plans to leave English 
football at the end of the 
season. 

His Sydney-based manag- 
er Leo Karis said the wage 
figure was ridiculous and he 
was not taking to any club 
at the moment. 

“He has a problem with 
his shoulder and he’s con- 
centrating on getting that 
right and helping Aston 
Villa win the English pre- 
miership,” he said. 


“He cannot start talking 
clubs until Januaiy. TheL 
ures are ridiculous" *- -"i 
Villa are on top -of ^ 
league, six points clear of 
United although Bosnich 
has missed the past & 
matches through injury. - 
Bosnich went to Britain 
nine years ago and played 
briefly for United early in 
his career, but left after fail, 
mg to secure a first team 
place. 

Norman reportedly earned 
$36 million last year. po. 
marily through endorse- 
ments and business inter- 
ests. 

Doohan earned 58 n& 
lion, ahead of Nilsson on JJ 
million and Rafter on $4 
million. 
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El Salvador National Team player William Osorio (R) kneels during a minute of. 
silence for the victims of Hurricane Mitch in Central America prior to a 6io 
match against Mexico in Los Angeles. The CONGACAF members unite to 
together a two-day soccer tournament that will feature national teams oi _ 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Mexico. The revenue from the event will be 
distributed through the relief organization CARE for aid efforts for Central 
American- victims, of Mitch (AFP photo) - - . 


Cole attacks ‘cowardly’ Hoddle 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Manchester United striker 
Andy Cole has launched a 
fierce attack on coach Glenn 
Hoddle jo the run-up to 
England's friendly against 
the Czech Republic here 
Wednesday. 

Cole described Hoddle as 
"cowardly" for the way in 
which be was left out of the 
team, which he said was 
based on personal rather than 
professional reasons. 

"His behaviour towards me 
has been cowardly. His com- 
ments about me are diaboli- 
cal and disrespectful." said 
Cole. 

“He has incensed me so 
much that in the unlikely 
event of him picking me in 
the future I’m afraid I would 
have to think seriously about 
it," he told The Sun newspa- 
per. 

The English Football 
Association has declined to 
comment on the outburst but 
it is likely the United striker 
will be denied any further 
opportunity to add to his two 
caps. 

Meanwhile a far happier 
Sol Campbell, reacting to 
Hoddle's decision to grant 
him the captaincy in the 
absence of Alan Shearer, 
said: “It's a great honour and 
a wonderful feeling. 

"There is an added feeling 
because the game is at 
Wembley. But I must not let 
the occasion take over my 
performance. I want to do 
well, we all want to do well 
for the supporters." 

With former captains Tony 
Adams and Paul Ince also 
absent. Hoddle turned to 24- 


year-old Campbell to lead 
the side as England return to 
Wembley just over a month 
after being booed off the 
pitch following the goalless 
draw against Bulgaria. 

Hoddle said: “Sol leads by 
example, and the players and 
the crowd respond to him" 

George Graham, 

Campbell’s boss at 
Tottenham who made Adams 
the Arsenal captain at the age 
of 22 before he went on to 
captain England, has also 
spotted international leader- 


ship potential in Cam 
since arriving at White 
Lane. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 




‘Virld gov 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH H1RSCH 

OW^HIttuEnci 

THE JOY OF UNBLOCKING 
Both vulnerable. East deals. an Imaginal 




PTTTT.anF TT.PWTa 


Martin Short .. in 


PHILADELPHIA 


SIMPLE WISH 2 KISS THE GIRLS 


Shows: 12:30.3:30. 6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 


Shows; 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 
8:30. 10.30 


PLAZA 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huncidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 


Shows: 12:30.3:30.6:30. 
8:30. 10:30 


CINEMA TEL-5677420' 

CONCORD 


DEEP IMPACT 

Shows; 12:30. 3:30. 6:00. 8:15,10:30 


BODYGUARD 

Shows; 3:30,5:30 


GALLERIA 1 

ABDOUN 

www. cns.com.jo/Gallcria 

Antonio Banderas .. in 

THE MASK 

or ZORRO 

Shows: 3:3a 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


NORTH 
A AK885 
CJ8 

0 A 10 8 S 2 
♦ A 

WEST EAST 

AQJ10 7642 A Void 
<974 OKQB832 

<5J7 OK643 

*43 *363 

SOUTH 
*3 

O A 109 
OQ9 

*KQJ]0672 
The bidding : 

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH 
3 1 ? 3NT Pm 8NT 
Pan Paw Pm 

Opening lend. Seven of 

Here's another hand from the 
l»pn*rnjl MantCm Individual, 
played in May in Paris. Sitting 
South was former world champion 
Barry Westrn of the Neihcrbnda. 

North elected ta apen three 
hearts on hand that looks more 
like u wn.ik iwo-bid Wnlra fi.uiul 


TEL- 59. M 793 


an Imaginative thrae-no-truinp 

orarcaU, and the result »■> 
txacx of six no trump that mhR® 
careful handling rather than 1 
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even after a heart (sad. The Wo«- 
age in chi)a and the spado void m 
the Ease hand prevent declarw j 
from drawing trumps and dies lu* -y 
ing a diamond discard on a high 
spade. - 

The West heart lead threaienw 
the only entry to South’s hand 
while the dub suit was still biodua 
by the singleton ace an the mbit 
Declarer found a mess decani , 
M> get around this obstacle- ! 

The seven of hearts was covwrrd 
by dummy’s jack and East's qu*«; \ 

and declarer fallowed with the nms- - 
Since it was essentia] for W® 
defenders to remove declarers \ 
entry to the dobs. East cnatmpg'j.^j 
with a low heart. Dedarar 6 i>ews“ 
the ten and, when that won, c om*- s - • ; - 
ued with the ace. jettisona* 
hit’s ace of duhs! t v A 

The defenders had no «« aft '* r -^(f| 
Declarer now had two spade triess 
two hearts, one diamond and ««<-n 
cluh irirk.". 12 in all. and 'be no- 
trump flora roiled home- 
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ABDOUN 
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Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 3:30. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 
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LOCAL SPORTS SCENE 



Work begins on new facilities 

AMMAN — His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah, 
head of the Pan-Arab Games Higher Committee, 
Wednesday laid the foundation stone for the multi-pur- 
pose indoor stadium and the Olympic sw immin g pool, 
two key venues for the Aug. 15-31, 1999 Games. 

JBF to host qualifiers 

AMMAN — The Jordan Basketball Federation (JBF) 
will host the Asian Club Championship qualifiers 
which will be held next March, under the auspices of 
the West Asia Federation. Meanwhile, the national 
men's team has resumed training after it stopped last 
month following the JBF's resignation which was 
rejected by Minister of Culture and Youth Talal Sataan 
Hassan. The JBF has appointed Ghalib Bal’awi as JBF 
director. 


Taekwondo team leaves for Taiwan 

AMMAN — The Jordan taekwondo national team has 
left for Taiwan to hold a two-week training camp as 
pan of preparations for participation in the 31st Asian 
Games which will be held in Bangkok Dec. 6-20. 

Maintenance begins at sports city 

AMMAN — Director of Irbid’s A1 Hassan Sport City 
said maintenance work has started recently to prepare 
the complex to host some of the events of. the Aug. 15- 
31 1999 Pan- Arab Games next summer. 

PSD director receives police team 

AMMAN — Public Security Department Director 
General Lt. Nasoub Muhieddin honoured Lhe Police 
Sport Federation team for achieving the 13th place 
among 33 countries at the World Police Games which 
were held in Dubai Nov. 4-12. 

Compiled by Ahmad Khatib 


Pan-Arab Games committee meets Prince 
Hassan, promises to seek additional funding 

3 sports cities, 25 facilities ready to host events 


By Ahmad Khatib 
and Aleen Bannayan 

AMMAN — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. the Regent. 
Wednesday met with the delega- 
tion of the 9th Pan-Arab Games 
Ministerial Committee to examine 
Jordan's preparations for the Aug. 
15-31, 1999 event, which will be 
held in Amman. 

The Regent praised the commit- 
tee’s efforts and stressed that the 
Kingdom will provide all the sup- 
port to ensure the success of the 
Games, which, he said, will be a 
tournament for all Arabs. 

Minister of Culture and Youth 
Talal Sata’an AI Hassan said 25 
sport facilities, including three 
sport cities, have been finalised to 
host the Games which will include 
27 events for men and 19 for 


women. 

The meeting was attended by 
Foreign Minister Abdul flah Al 
Khatib. Games Director Isam 
Aridah, head of the co mmi ttee 
Sheikh Isa Ben Rashid Al 
Khalifah, Egypt's Minister of 
Higher Education Mufeed Shihab, 
officials from the Arab League 
including Assistant Secretary 
General Sweidan Daw and Youth 
and Sports Department Director 
Hani Mustafa 

Earlier in the day. the delegation 
met with Acting Prime Minister 
and Minister of Justice Jawdat 
Sboul who said such a gathering 
of Arab youth "was bound to 
strengthen ties between Arab 
countries and increase coopera- 
tion among them ” 

Committee officials underlined 
their support for the Amman 


Games, saying that they would 
recommend to the Arab League 
that Jordan receives additional 
funding and assistance. 

“The~Games are sure to be a suc- 
cess. What we have seen so far is 
very reassuring," Sheikh Isa said 
following the meeting. 

More than 15 Arab countries and 
over 3,000 athletes and officials 
are expected to participate in the 
Games. Gearing up the country’s 
facilities to accommodate and 
organise the mega event will prove 
to be a big challenge, officials 
have said. 

Since the Arab Sports Federation 
(ASF) advanced the date of the 
upcoming games to 1999 instead 
of 2001. the Council of Arab 
Sports Ministers increased aid to 
the Kingdom to enable it to pre- 
pare infrastructure and update 


sports facilities. 

Aid from the Arab League bas 
been raised to $200,000 while the 
Council of Arab Ministers will 
grant SI million instead of 
$700,000. 

Additional sponsorship for 
Jordan's bid will be garnered 
through lowering the 50 per cent 
ASF margin of profit on promo- 
tion and television coverage. 

The Jordanian government will 
cover the remaining costs, expect- 
ed to reach JD1S million covering 
the construction of a multi-pur- 
pose indoor stadium with a capac- 
ity for 7,000 spectators; an 
Olympic-size swimming pool; a 
track and field stadium, in addition 
to acquiring and upgrading facili- 
ties with electronic timing 
machines and other needs. 

The rest of the venues will be 


utilised at private universities and 
educational institutions that have 
already expressed readiness to 
host some of the events. 

Lebanon, which hosted the Sth 
Pan-Arab Games last summer, 
received $28 million from Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait to help in con- 
struction of sport facilities 
destroyed during the civil war. 

The Amman Games will be fol- 
lowed by the first Arab 
Paralympics. 

The Pan-Arab Games have only 
been held eight times; Alexandria 
in 1953, Beirut 1957, Casablanca 
1961, Cairo 1965, Damascus 
1976, Morocco 1985, Damascus 
1992 and Beirut 1997. 


Brazil leads 
FIFA rankings 

PARIS (AFP) — Latest FIFA rankings published 


Wednesday: 


1. Brazil 

73.59 pts 

2. France 

68.89 

3. Germany 

67.07 

4. Croatia 

66.75 

5. Argentina 

66.22 

6. Czech Republic 

64.37 

7. Yugoslavia 

64.34 

8. Italy 

64.29 

9. Netherlands 

•62.41 

10. Mexico 

'62.27 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Kopke’s move cancelled 

LONDON (AFP) — Andreas -Kopke-’s free transfer .from. 
French league leaders Marseille to Scottish Premier giants 
Rangers has been called off. Kopke's English agent Dennis 
Roach blamed the break down Wednesday on the player's 
German agent, revealing that on three separate occasions 
personal terms were agreed with Wolfgang Voge only to be 
subsequently rejected. Kopke fell out with Marseille after 
being relegated to the bench for several matches. He was 
originally expected to arrive at Ibrox on Monday. The 
German international was wanted by Rangers manager 
Dick Advocaat to cover the loss for the remainder of this 
season of Frenchman Lionel Charbonnier. who damaged 
knee ligaments against Bayer Leverkusen. 

Germany’s World Cup bid attacked 

BONN (AFP) — The manager of German club Bayer 
Leverkusen has come out against Germany’s bid to host the 
2006 World Cup. Rainer Calmund told journalists that the 
German Football Federation should drop its application and 
instead back a South African bid. “I think it is absolutely 
unwise that we have pushed ourselves to the front yer 
again.” Calmund was quoted as saying. "You have to ask 
yourself, how often has Europe staged'a World Cup? They 
have never had one in Africa.” World governing body FIFA 


will make a final decision in March 2000. Besides Germany 
• and . South. Africa, the other candidates -include England^ 
Brazil, Argentina, Morocco and Nigeria. 

Fiorentina UEFA Cup ban criticised 

MADRID (AFP) — Fourteen of Europe's major clubs on 
Tuesday condemned Fiorentina’s exclusion from the UEFA 
Cup after one of their matches was abandoned when a huge 
firework thrown from the crowd injured an official. AC 
Milan vice-president Adriano Galliani, a member of a 
newly-formed association of top teams, said: ‘The action of 
a vandal is an act of terrorism. Fiorentina do not deserve 
this punishment. ‘The result on the pitch must always be 
maintained. Whai happens on the pitch is one thing and 
what happens in the stands is something completely differ- 
ent." Italian side Fiorentina were virtually sure of victory 
while playing Zurich Grasshopper at home in the second 
round of the UEFA Cup on November 3 when the firework 
was thrown onto the pitch. UEFA ruled Grasshopper should 
be awarded the tie, even though Fiorentina denied their fans 
were to blame. Galliani was speaking after a meeting of the 
new association, set up to look after the financial interests 
of Europe’s top clubs. The 14 are Ajax Amsterdam, PSV 
Eindhoven, Barcelona. Real Madrid, Bayern Munich, 
Borussia Dortmund. Inter Milan. Juventus Turin, AC Milan, 
Liverpool. Manchester United. PSG. Marseille and Porto. 


Graf continues impressive form 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Steffi Graf made a tri- 
umphant return to Madison 
Square Garden Tuesday, 
taking advantage of. an ail- 
ing Jana Novotna to reach 
the second round of the $2 
million Chose 

Championships. 

Graf, a former World No. 
1 and five-time winner of 
the WTA Tour's season 
finale, eliminated the 
defending champion and' 
third seed 6-7 (5/7), 6-4-, 6- 
1, to the delight of the New 
York fans. 

Another former No. 1 
player joined Graf in the 
quarter-finals earlier 

Tuesday as Switzerland's 
Martina Hingis rallied for a 
4-6, 6-0, ~ 6-3 triumph over 
countrywoman and Fed Cup 
teammate Patty Schnyder. 

"I am happy that I got 
over this match today,” said 
Graf. “I could be happier 
because 1 don't think I 
played up to my potential. 
But I think it is important to 
win the matches that you 
don’t play so well and 1 
think that it what I did 
today.” 

Novotna was bothered by 
cramping in her left leg and 
received medical treatment 
in the opening game of the 
third set. 

“It was pretty obvious 
toward the end of the sec- 
ond set 1 got cramps and the 
fact that both my legs were 
affected, I knew it was 
going to be bard to contin- 
ue,” said Novotna. “I didn’t 
have the same feeling in m\ 



Natalie Tauziat 

legs like I have and it was 
pretty frustrating, because I 
think I played pretty well.” 

The Czech managed to 
hold serve and had two 
break points in the next 
game, but was unahle to 
capitalise and never won 
another game. 

Competing in only her 
13th tournament of the year 
due to various injuries, Graf 
said that being fresher at 
this point of the season is an 
advantage. 

"I have been wearing 
down some players even 


though I haven’t really 
played that much and I 
think that speaks for itself,” 
said Graf. “Some of the 
players have had a long sea- 
son and I guess I have a lit- 
tle more excitement getting 
into these tournaments and 
playing. I think that shows a 
little bit.” 

Graf continued- her domi- 
nance of Novotna as she 
improved to 28-4 all-time, 
including 17 of the last 18 
meetings. Graf, 29, entered 
New York having won back- 
to-back tournaments in 


Liepzig and Philadelphia, 
will face the winner of 
Wednesday's match 

between fifth seed Monica 
Seles and Russian teenager 
Anna Koumikova. 

After losing her serve 
twice in dropping the first 
set, Hingis, the second seed, 
stormed through the second 
set in 17 minutes. 

Schnyder went up a break 
in the second game of the 
final set, but Hingis broke 
right back in the next game. 

The turning point came in 
the fourth game, when 
Hingis trailed 0-40 after a 
long rally that ended when 
she hit a backhand wide. 
The exchange had Schnyder 
bending over and gasping 
for air, and Hingis saved all 
three break points and even- 
tually took the game with an 
ace. 

Hingis proceeded to break 
a fatigued Schnyder in the 
next game to go up 3-2 and 
broke Schnyder at love in 
the ninth game, winning the 
match when Schnyder hit a 
backhand into the net. 

Eighth seed Nathalie 
Tauziat, runner up to 
Novotna at Wimbledon, 
beat Natasha Zvereva of 
Belarus 6-3, 6-1 in a lack- 
luster duvtime match. 
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PRESS RELEASE 



FASTLIN 



A US BASED NGO NEEDS A 

PROJECT DIRECTOR 

FOR ITS REGIONAL OFFICE IN AMMAN. 
NATIVE ENGLISH SPEAKERS PREFERRED 
EXPERIENCE IN PROPOSAL WRITING 
AND ADMINISTRATION HELPFUL. 


PLEASE SEND CVs WITH RECENT PHOTO TO: 
P.O. Box 941488 AMMAN 11194 JORDAN 
ATTN: TM 

DEADLINE NOV. 26th. 1998 


JORDAN TIMES 
FAX: 5696183 


Customer service satisfaction is the ultimate 
priority at Fastiink. With this In mind, Fastiink 
has taken the first step to proactively design and 
develop a new system that's guaranteed to 
provide easier access for customers. 
EEHBfiB/ py is a new interactive service 
available to customers 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
weak, ab solutely fre e of charge. 

Through customers can 

inquire about their account balance, add or 
delete features and services on their accounts, 
or obtain information without visiting a Fastiink 
shop or agent The account information can be 
accessed only by the subscriber through their 
unique password that must be set up initially. 

By dating 111 on their mobile phones, Fastiink 
subscribers will be greeted by an interactive 
voice system that wfll guide them through the 
service and allow them to access the 
Information they require. If five assistance Is 

required, the Customer Service Team is on stand-by ready to field any questions or comments 
subscribers may have. • 

\f// Guaranteed Customer Satisfaction... Hassle-free service. A, 


FflSTLINK 



GHALEB “ MIKE " S. SAWALHA MIT S0EHNE 
MICHAEL SAUM UND CHRISTIAN FAISAL 
GRATIIUEREN HERZUCH 

DER DEUTSCHE PRAESIDENT UND FRAU HERZOG 
UND WUENSCHE IHNEN EINEN ANGENEHMEN 
AUFENTHALT IN J0RDANIEN 
HERZUCH WILLKOMMEN 

U£e Oiegency CPaface Jfo/el 


Degree Courses in England 
Start January 1 999 

Are you looking for a University Course? 

Did you miss the opportunity this September? 

Do you have Tawjihi or Community College Diploma? 
Coventry University in England runs courses that start 
in January 1999 
leading to Degrees in: 

Sciences, Computing, Engineering, Humanities, 
Law, Languages and Art. 

A delegation from Coventry University 
will be meeting interested applicants: 

On Friday 20 November from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
and Saturday 21 November from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m. ' 
at the Conference Room, Meridien Hotel, Amman. 

Please bring your documents with you. 

Higher Education for all 
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Jordan Tunes, Thursday-Friday, November 19-20, 1998 


Israeli army evacuates settlers trying to occupy W. Bank hill 

KFDIIMIM t AFP\ In O mnntk m kat^. : C . 


KEDUMIM (AFP) — In a 
campaign launched with 
the tacit backing of Israel's 
government* Jewish settlers 
seized several more hilltops 
in the West Bank early 
Wednesday in a bid to pre- 
vent the land from falling 
into Palestinian hands, wit- 
nesses said. 

Israeli police stepped in 
to evacuate one group of 
several dozen men. women 
and children from three 
remote hills located more 
than 10 kilometres from the 
existing settlement of 
Kedumim. in the northern 
West Bank. 

Police took away II of 
the settlers and were comb- 
ing the hills for others, but 
local Jewish leaders vowed 
to persist in their bid to 
expand Kedumim over an 
additional 150 hectares. 

At the same time howev- 
er. authorities took no 
immediate action against 
settlers wbo set up six 
mobile homes on a hilltop 
near the settlement of 
Halamish in the central 
West Bank, witnesses said. 

It was at least the 11 th 
move by right-wing nation- 
alists to set up new 
makeshift settlements in 
the West Bank since the 
government signed the Wye 
River peace agreement last 


month promising to turn 
additional West Bank land 
over to Palestinian rule. 

The Israeli pullbacks are 
expected to begin this 
weekend and the settlers 
are rushing to occupy land 
around their enclaves 
which they fear could be 
part of the transfer. 

The settlers claimed their 
actions were officially 
sanctioned following a 
statement earlier this week 
by Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon, who called on 
Israelis to “run and grab as 
many hilltops as possible" 
in the West Bank to keep 
land from falling into 
Palestinian hands. 

Sharon's declaration 
appeared to contradict a 
clause in the Wye River 
accord barring “unilateral 
actions" which change the 
status of the occupied terri- 
tories. 

But the foreign minister, 
a champion of Jewish set- 
tlers, said he was referring 
only to the extension of set- 
tlements within their recog- 
nised “planning bound- 
aries” - — steps he says are 
permitted by the agree- 
ment. 

So far, Israeli authorities 
have only moved against 
the settlers from Kedumim, 
saying their land grab 


Embassy to sue 
Jordanian employer 


(Continued from page lj 

as the Abu Khajil case — last 
year began implementing a 
programme to try to regulate 
the relationship between 
employers and Sri Lankan 
domestic workers, which he 
estimates may number 
60.000. However, the ambas- 
sador said that most maids 
enter the country through 
“agents” — usually regis- 
tered as business service 
providers — without the 
knowledge of Sri Lankan 
authorities. 

This is the second incident 
involving a Sri Lankan maid 
in six weeks. In mid-October; 
a domestic helper was found 
hanged at her employer's 
house in Marka. The woman 
was discovered by passers-by 
hanging from second floor 


window of her employer’s 
home. A note found on the 
victim state that she commit- 
ted suicide “because the 
money her employer paying 
her was not enough.” 
Rajalingam said that he 
believed cases of abuse were 
minimal, but domestic 
helpers in Amman recently 
told the Jordan Tunes that 
they were Sequent 
“But foreign domestic 
workers feel defeated by the 
system when they are victims 
of abuse," one Sri Lankan told 
the Jordan Times recently. 

“Especially the Sri Lankan 
girls, who usually tend to 
come from the countryside 
and are uneducated They 
don’t know hew to claim their 
rights in this country, and are 
unlikely to do so out of fear.” 


Israel readies withdrawal 


(Continued from page 1) 

The pullback will involve 
Israel extending Palestinian 
civil administration to two per 
cent of West Bank now under 
its exclusive rule. At the same 
time Israel will withdraw its 
forces fully from seven per 
cent of the territory now under 
' shared rule. 

Following the transfer, the 
PNA will have fell control 
over 10 per cent of the West 
Bank and civilian authority 
over another 19 per cent 
where Israel’s army will retain 
security control. 

The withdrawal should have 
taken place Monday under the 
terms of the accord 

signed last month • in 
Washington. 

But Netanyahu held up the 
pullback pending ratification 


both by his cabinet which 
occurred last week after sever- 
al delays, and by parliament 
which overwhelmingly 
endorsed the agreement late 
Tuesday. 

In addition to the land trans- 
fers, Israel is required to free 
this week 250 Palestinian pris- 
oners, out of 750 to be released 
during the life of the Wye 
accord 

Negotiations on the prisoner 
release hit a snag this week 
when Israel said it intended to 
include 100 common criminals 
in the deal The Palestinians 
insist the Wye accord requires 
the release of persons held for 
their political actions. 

Israel must also this week 
authorise the opening of an air- 
port in Gaza and a transporta- 
tion corridor linking the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 


Inspectors resume work 


(Continued from page 1) 

British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, in an interview pub- 
lished Wednesday by The New 
York Times, warned; “Next 
rime there won’t be any nego- 
tiation at all — there will just 
be action.” 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
on Sunday suspended threats 
of military action again st Iraq, 
but said extra forces already in 
the Gulf would remain to 
strike Baghdad if it ended 
cooperation with UNSCOM 
again. 

The United Stales now has 
237 military aircraft, 14 war- 
ships and 24,000 military per- 
sonnel in the Gulf and has 
spent $6.9 billion in repealed 
confrontations with Baghdad 
since the 1991 Gulf war. 

In New York, the U.S. charge 
d’affaires Peter Burleigh shot 
down Iraqi hopes of a speedy 
lifting of sanctions imposed for 
Iraq’s 1990 invasion uf 
Kuwait. 


“As far as the United Stares 
is concerned, we don’t expea 
the comprehensive review to 
result in the lifting of sanc- 
tions,'' he told reporters on 
Tuesday. “There’s no Issue 
about incremental lilting of 
sanctions. It's not allowed 
under the resolution.” he said, 
referring to resolution 687, the 
main ceasefire resolution 
adopted in April 1991 after the 
Gulf war. 

But Iraqi Ambassador Nizar 
Hamdoon said Burleigh was 
making “an inaccurate reading 
of Security Council resolu- 
tions. or an attempt to rewrite 
some provisions."' 

Hamdoon pointed out that 
resolution 687 “clearly” pro- 
vides for an easing of imports 
by Iraq, once Baghdad has 
complied with the non-disar- 
mament demands. 

Paragraph 22 of resolution 
687 provides for the lifting of 
the oil embargo once Iraq has 
c> implied full} with disarma- 
ment requirements. 


involved hilltops far out- 
side the existing settle- 
ment. 

Led by Kedumim's mili- 
tant mayor. Daniella Weiss, 
groups of settlers have tried 
to set up makeshift camps 
on several of the pic- 
turesque hills covering this 
area located south of the 
Palestinian-run city of 
Nablus. 

Each day since Monday 
the settlers have climbed 
the hills with tents and 
other equipment, only to be 
forced down again by 
police. 

On Wednesday the army 
sent a helicopter to help in 
the search for settlers who 
fanned out onto hills over a 
.wide area which includes a 
number of Arab villages. 

“We have already occu- 
pied this hill three times 
and if the army drives us 
away, we will come back," 
said Weiss. 

She claimed the disputed 
hilltops He within 
Kedumim's permitted 
boundaries on land owned 
by Jewish Israelis or the 
stale. 

But prolice said their land 
grab was illegal. 

Israel is expected to begin 
the withdrawals required 
under the Wye River peace 
accord this weekend. 





An elderly Palestinian farmer watches as Israeli bulldozers tear into farmland while m a kin g a ‘bypass’ road in the 
hills outside Ramallah on Wednesday. Under the terms of the Wye peace accords Israel must construct so-called 
‘bypass’ roads to existing Jewish settlements (Reuters photo) 


The accord requires Israel 
to transfer an additional 13 
per cent of the West Bank 
to partial Palestinian con- 
trol and to withdraw fully 


from another 14 per cent of 
the territory currently 
under shared rule. 

Although the full maps 
for the withdrawals have 


not been published, the 
pullbacks will reportedly 
leave several Jewish settle- 


Palestinian-ruled territory. 

Weiss claimed that hills 
her supporters were trying 


ments in the north of the to occupy were slated for 
West Bank surrounded by transfer to the Palestinians. 


Palestinian police to confiscate illegal arms 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Palestinian police said 
on Wednesday they would 
start confiscating illegal 
weapons next week in com- 
pliance with a new peace deal 
with Israel. 

The action, required under 
the land-for-security accord, 
mil be among issues exam- 
ined by Israel's cabinet on 
Thursday when it meets to 
decide whether to cany out a 
first withdrawal of troops 
from part of the West Bank. 

“We will start next week 
collecting all illegal weapons 
in all Palestinian gover- 
norates. We will be imple- 
menting the Palestinian law,” 
Palestinian police chief, 
Ghazi A1 Jabali, told Reuters. 


He said the law bans the 
purchase, import, manufac- 
ture and unlicensed sale of 
weapons and imposes a max- 
imum three-year jail term 
and maximum fine of around 
$7,500 on violators. 

In a further indication that 
the peace deal was on track 
after several delays and bel- 
'ligerent rhetoric. Israeli 
Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon and senior Palestinian 
negotiator Mahmoud Abbas 
met in Jerusalem. 

Sharon said the talks 
opened negotiations on a 
final peace settlement, 
though Abbas earlier told 
Reuters the sides wbuief sim- 
ply discuss setting a date for 
those discussions. 


The so-called final status 
talks cover the most difficult 
issues dividing Israel and the 
Palestinians — Jerusalem, 
borders, the fate of 
Palestinian refugees. Jewish 
settlements in the West Bank 
and Gaza, and water rights. 

“It’s not an easy issue as 
you can understand, the two 
nations have been fighting 
now for over 100 years,” 
Sharon said- 

The Wye River interim deal 
signed in Washington last 
month obliges Israel to cede 
another 13 per cent of tire 
West Bank in three phases 
over 12 weeks, in return for 
Palestinian steps against anti- 
Israel activists and other 
political moves. 


“If the cabinet is satisfied 
that the Palestinians have 
complied with their require- 
ment in the first phases, then 
there will be a withdrawal" 
said David Bar Ilian, a senior 
adviser to Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. 

Chief Palestinian negotia- 
tor Saeb Erekat said 
President Yasser Arafat 
would issue a decree on 
Thursday to implement tire 
illegal weapons law and on 
Saturday another decree pro- 
hibiting incitement to vio- 
lence. 

Israel is obliged in the first 
phase to cede another tWper 
cent of the West Bank to par- 
tial Palestinian control and 


puD out of another 7.1 per 
cent that is now under joint 
control 

Bar Ilian said Israel would 
also allow the opening of a' 
Palestinian airport in Gaza 
and release 250 Palestinian 
prisoners in the first phase of 
the deal, which was ratified 
by Israel’s parliament on 
Tuesday. 

Erekat said Israel bad 
pledged to begin its pullback, 
open the airport and free a 
first batch of prisoners on 
Friday. ;■ 

Problems remain over the 
prisoners, with Israel saying 
most will be common crimi- 
nals whffe PSKstimariS IriSiSt 
on- the release of political 
detainees. 


Iraqi delegation arrives 
in Tehran for PoW talks 


U.N. Assembly backs 
Bethlehem 2000 project 


TEHRAN (AFP) — An Iraqi 
delegation is in Tehran for talks 
with Iranian officials on the 
fate of prisoners of the 1980- 
1988 war between the two 
neighbours, a newspaper 
reported Wednesday. 

The talks began Sunday 
between General Abdullah 
NaJafL the head of Iran's PoW 
commission and his Iraqi 
counterpart F ahmi A1 QeLsi, 
the government daily Iran said. 

The paper, citing commis- 
sion spokesman Brigadier 
Genera] Mohammad Balar, 
said the talks were aimed at 
“clearing up the situation of the 
two countries PoWs as soon as 
possible.” 

The issue of exchanging 
prisoners of war and recover- 
ing soldiers' remains has been 


a key obstacle to normalisation 
of ties between the two coun- 
tries, which have yet to sign a 
peace treaty 10 years after the 
end of their war. 

Baghdad claims it has 
released all Iranian PoWs, bur 
Tehran says it has evidence 
proving many prisoners are 
still unaccounted for. 

Iraq in return charges that 
Iran still holds around 20.000 
Iraqis, a claim Tehran has nei- 
ther confirmed nor denied. 

Tehran and Baghdad have 
shown a greater desire to 
resolve the issue since 
December and they have held 
periodic meetings at their com- 
mon border 

In April the International 
Red Cross supervised an 
exchange in which 5.584 Iraqis 


and 319 Iranians were 
released It was tire first major 
exchange of prisoners since 
1990. when each side Seed 
around 40,000 captives from 
the other country. 

Najafi said in April that the 
problem of the PoWs will be 
resolved by the end of the cur- 
rent Iranian year on March 21. 

The latest talks come ahead 
of visits to Iraq in the near 
future by Iranian Foreign 
Minister Kamal Kharazi and 
Vice President Hassan Habibi. 

Habibi will be the highest- 
ranking Iranian official to visit 
Iraq since the end of the wan 
Iranian Commerce Minister 
Mohammad Sbariatmadari 
recently travelled to Iraq, 
where he participated in an 
international trade fair. 


Bahrain tightens grip on arms possession 


MANAMA (R) — Bahrainis 
who possess illegal explosives 
could face life imprisonment if 
a new draft law aimed at crack- 
ing down on the use of arms in 
Bahrain is approved, national 
newspapers reported on 

Wednesday. 

They quoted Cabinet Affairs 
and Information Minister 
Mohammad Ibrahim A1 

Mutawae as urging the consul- 
tative council to review and rat- 
ify the law which would help 
restrict the use of weapons and 


explosives in the Gulf island. 

“It was important to amend 
the law to safeguard the securi- 
ty and safety of society from the 
threat of terrorists.” Gulf Daily 
News quoted Mutawae as 
telling tbe appointed council on 
Tuesday. 

“Punishment for possessing 
explosives, arms and ammuni- 
tion, without permits, in public 
places, modes of transportation 
and places of worship will be 
increased.” The draft law states 
that anyone importing, hiding, 


using or manufacturing explo- 
sives, arms or ammunition, 
could face life imprisonment. 

Mutawae said increasing the 
punishment for those “who 
commit criminal behaviour, 
such as we have seen recently, 
will limit tbeir threat to society 
and national security” 

He was apparently referring 
to recent sporadic bombings, 
arson attacks and protests by 
members of the island's major- 
ity Shiite Muslim community, 
which started in 1994. 


Turkey-ltaly row escalates 


(Continued from page 1) 

D'Alema earlier told the 
Turkish ambassador that Italy 
would stick to toe letter of its 
extradition law and hoped the 
case would not harm ties 
between the two countries. 

The United States on 
Wednesday expressed support 
for Turkey's request for extradi- 
tion from its NATO ally Italy. 

“We believe he should be 
extradited and brought to jus- 
tice. And we hope a way will be 


found to extradite him to 
Turkey, consistent with interna- 
tional and Italian law,” State 
Deportment spokesman James 
Rubin said. 

Tbe Turkish prime minister, 
facing the i mmin ent collapse of 
his government, said Turkey 
would never negotiate with 
Ocalan's “bloody-handed” 
PKK. 

Tbe tiuck-set, middle-aged 
guerrilla leader has been 
backed by protests by . PKK 
sympathisers in the Italian cup- 


■ itaL 

“I ask Italy to mediate 
between us and Turkey ter a 
political solution to tbe Kurdish 
issue...We are ready for dia- 
logue with Turkey. Europe and 
the United States,” he was quot- 
ed as saying in the Italian daily 
LaRepubblica. 

*1 can't believe Italy could be 
so cowardly as to hand me over 
to Turkey or Germany,” he 
added. 

Yilinaz has called on the two 
million Tuiks living in Europe 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
The Israeti-Palestinian conflict 
intruded on Wednesday when 
the General Assembly adopted 
a resolution supporting the 
Palestinian National 

Authority’s Bethlehem 2000 
project to mark the new mil- 
lennium with events focusing 
on the birthplace of Jesus. 

The celebrations, due to 
begin at Christmas 1999 and 
conclude at Easter 2001, 
involve religious and cultural 
events as well as economic 
development and tourism. The 
organisers expect some 2 mil- 
lion visitors. 

The resolution was intro- 
duced by ambassador Ibra Ka 
of Senegal chairman of the 
UN. committee on the inalien- 
able rights of the Palestinian 
people, and was sponsored by 
42 delegations. It was adopted 
by consensus. 

The resolution said “the 
Palestinian city of Bethlehem 
is the birthplace of Jesus Christ 
and one of tbe most historic 
and significant rites on earth.” 

It welcomed fee ‘‘impending 
arrival of this global historic 
celebration and the onset of 
tbe third millenni um as a sym- 
bol of the shared hope for 
peace among all peoples of the 
world." The resolution also 
expressed the need far “imme- 
diate change in the situation on 
the ground in the vicinity of 
Bethlehem, especially with 
regard to ensuring freedom of 

to press for Ocalan's extradi- 
tion. Ocalan is on trial in absen- 
tia in Turkey for treason and is 
also wanted in Germany for 
attacks on Turkish targets there. 

The conflict between die 
PKK and Tbridsh security 
forces in the rugged southeast 
of Turkey has cost over 29,000 
lives. 

Italy’s constitution is likely to 
prevent ' extraefitioa because 
Turkish law technically p ermits 
■the death sentence. 

Turkish cabinet attempts to 
scrap capital punishment 
specifically to ensure a trial for 
the rebel chief have been ham- 


movement” — a reference to 
checkpoints between Israel 
and Palestinian self-rule areas, 
including Bethlebem- 
It also expressed hope for 
“rapid progress in tbe Middle 
East peace process and the 
achievement of the final settle- 
ment between tbe Palestinian 
and Israeli sides within the 
agreed time.” This was an allu- 
sion to a May 4, 1999 target 
■ date for the conclusion of final 
status talks between the two 
side s. 

The Palestinian UN. observ- 
er, Nasser A1 Kidwa, said 
Bethlehem, “like all other 
Palestinian cities that have suf- 
fered under the long and harsh 
years of occupation ,' 7 suffered 
damage and deterioration to its 
infrastructure. 

Palestinians therefore need- 
ed assistance from the interna- 
tional community, he said. 

The estimated , total cost of 
the Bethlehem 2000 project 
was $336' million, wife contri- 
butions already received from 
various countries, UN. agen- 
cies and other bodies, he 
added. Israeli Ambassador 
Doze Gold said his country 
embraced the opportunity to 
host an gathering of Christian 
pil grims “marking 2000 years 
since foe birth of Jesus in the 
ancient. land then known as 
Judea” and had launched a 
variety of projects to make the 
event as meaningful as possi- 
ble; . 

pered by a general government 
crisis in Turkey. Yflroaz seems 
likely to lose what amounts to a 
confidence vote next week. 

Justice Minister Hasan 
Demzkmdu said extradition 
was far from certain even if 
Ankara abolished foe death 
penalty. “Even if the death sen- 
tence is scrapped, the extradi- 
tion is not an automatic 
process,” Anatolian news 
agency quoted him as sa ying 
The PKK regards Italy, home 
to many Kurdish refugees, as 
the European coon try best dis- 
posed towards -it. The case has 
sent ripples across Europe. - ‘ 


Girl lost report 
card in meeting 
with president 

TAHLEQUAH (AP) — If 
teachers don't believe that 
dogs eat homework, imag- 
ine their reaction to Desiree 
Wilson's line: The presi- 
dent took my report card: 
Desiree and her mother 
were at an airport in 
Arkansas when tbe presi- 
dent began shaking hands. 
Desiree asked if he would 
sign her grade card. The 
president smiled and said 
he would. But when 
Desiree handed the card to 
a Secret Service agent, 
Clinton moved on. An 
agent assured Desiree that 
the card would be mailed to 
her if found. She hasn't 
seen it since. 

Cookbook for dogs 

KANSAS CITY (R) — It’s 
a repast for Rover. “Scotrie 
Scones,” “Corgi 

Crumpets,” - “German 
Shepherd’s Pie," “Labrador 
Lasagna" — ■ more than 50 
home-made, all natural 
recipes in the ‘Three Dog 
Bakery . Cookbook." 
Andrews McMeel 

Pub lishing said the owners 
of a Kansas City take-out 
food shop for dogs — 
called the Three Dog 
Bakery — have come up 
with a book compiling their 
favourite selections. They 
run from “yappetizers” like 
“Cheese Please Hound 
Rounds" and “Poochie 
Pleasin’ Pretzels” to main 
courses featuring turkey 
burgers, pizza and meat- • 
loaf, as well as baked' 
goods and deserts. 

Chicken barbecue 
advert withdrawn 

SYDNEY (AFP) — A tele- 
vision commercial depicting 
a woman's head transposed 
onto the body of a chicken 
being roasted 'oft a barbecue 
tended by a man was with- 
drawn Wednesday after com- 
plaints from viewers. As the 
woman calls out for his help, 
the lid of foe barbecue slams 
shuL The Advertising 
Standards Board ruled that 
the Barbecues Galore adveri 
vilified women and breached 
the industry’s code of ethics. 
Viewers complained it used 
humour to legitimise vio- 
lence against women and 
reinforced sexism, the board 
said. 

Pets banned 
from Paris street 

PARIS (R) — Paris will lose 
a little of its charm on Dec. 1 
when the pet shops lining the 
Right Bank's Quai de .la 
Megisserie will be required 
to move their animals 
indoors. ‘This farm of dis- 
play, denounced by animal 
protection associations, has 
been progressively aban- 
doned by most professionals, 
in this sector;” a police state- ( 
meat said. The colourful pet 
shops in central Paris have 
been a magnet for shoppers 
and tourists. Crowds flock to 
the area to gawk at the pup- 
pies and kittens as well as 
more exotic animals like 
giant rabbits, goals, rare 
breeds of chickens, snakes 
and skunks. 

Cigarette flavour 
in smokers’ breast 
milk: Study 

BOSTON (R) — Smoking 
cigarettes c»n rapidly affect 
the taste and smell of bie^f 4 
milk, according to twl'J . 
Philadelphia scientists. A * 1 
panel of smell expdrts “were 
more likely to identify sam- 
ple collected from the 
women 30 minutes to one 
hour after smoking as 
smelling ‘stronger’ or ‘more 
like cigarettes' than the other 
samples," concluded Julie 
Mennella and Gary 
Beauchamp of the Monell 
piemica] Senses Centre. 
’These findings raise die 
possibility that in addition to 
tiie effects of nicotine on the 
developing brain, early expe- 
riences with the flavour of 
tobacco in breast milk influ- 
ence the likelihood that 
exposed children find 
these flavours appealingJater 
in life^riiey said : " . . 
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